
S. R. DUMMER. 
POSTAGE-SAMP. 

No. 177,821. Patented May 23, 1876. 

22222 estseas 122-e 27 az Z. 

|S. 8.6 (23.- . 

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
. SAMUEL R. DUMMER, OF JERSEY CITY, NEWJERSEY. 

IMPROVEMENT IN POSTAGE-STAMPs. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 77 S21, dated May 23, 1876; application filed 
April 20, 1876. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, S. R. DUMMER, of Jer 

sey City, State of New Jersey, have invented 
an Improvement in Postage and other Stamps 
on letters and on other articles; and that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, in which like figures 
indicate like parts. - 

Figure I is a face view of my stamp as ar 
ranged for cancellation. Fig. II is a back view 
of the same; Fig. III, an edge view; Fig. IV, 
a face view, showing only the perforations or 
openings; Fig. V, a face view canceled, and 
exposing the re-enforce lettered, &c. 
My invention consists in a stamp so pre 

pared that when a projecting piece of paper, 
which is attached to it, is pulled or detached 
a portion of the stamp will be entirely re 
moved, and the surface beneath the stamp 
proper will then be exposed through the open 
ing thus made. 
I take stamps for postage, or for revenue, 

or for any other purpose for which such 
things may be used, and I punch or perfo 
rate through their surface two openings, as 
seen at c and d, Fig. IV, which, it will be ob 
served, are so arranged as that when the pa 
per immediately between the openings is re 
moved the space thus left will roughly resem 
ble a shield, or it may be so arranged that 
the piece to be torn out shall, when removed, 
leave an opening resembling any other de 
sired figure. Through one of these openings 
c is inserted a strip of paper or other suit 
able material, one part of which shall be at 
the back of the stamp, and the other part in 
front of the stamp, as seen at a. and b, Figs. 
I, II, and III. The portion of this piece of 
paper b which is behind or at the back of the 
stamp is glued to it, but it is of such size 
and shape that it is only connected to the 
portion of the stamp which is to be removed. 
The portion of the strip which is on the front 
of the stamp, as at a, is not glued to it, but 
projects from it at any angle which circum 

piece of paper, when the stamp is to be can 
celed, is caught between and pulled by the 
fingers of the person canceling the stamp. 
At the back of the stamp, and glued to it, 

is a re-enforcing circular, square, or other 
shaped piece of paper, as at R. This piece 
of paper R is larger than the piece of the 
stamp to be removed, and more than covers 
the opening when made, being so adjusted on 
the back of the stamp as to effect this pur 
pOSe. 
though this piece of paper R covers entirely 
the portion of the strip b which is glued to 
the inside or back part of the stamp, it is 
not glued to this strip, but is only attached 
to the stamp itself, so that, when the strip a 
b is torn out, carrying with it a piece of the 
stamp, the re-enforcing-paper R shall be seen 

It must be distinctly understood that, 

through the opening thus made, and not a 
portion of the envelope, if used on a letter. 

I may, if desired, stamp or print letters or 
rule lines on this piece of paper R in such a 
manner that, after the removal of a portion 
of the stamp, these letters, lines, or tints will 
be seen, making the fact of the cancellation of 
the stamp plainly evident. 
The back of the re-enforcing piece R, which 

comes in contact with the envelope, may or 
may not be covered with the adhesive prepa 
ration used for the back of the stamp. 
Revenue, postage, check, and all other 

forms of stamps can be thus prepared, and 
the effect of tearing out the slip a b will al 
ways be such as to effectually destroy the 
stamp and prevent the possibility of any fur 
ther use. 
The re-enforcing-piece R may, if desired, 

be omitted, and in that case the exposed por 
tion of the back of the strip b must not be 
gummed, for if it were gummed the envelope 
on which the stamp is attached would be in 
jured when the stamp Was canceled. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. A postage or other stamp, provided with 

a strip of paper or other suitable material 
stances may cause it to assume, and this glued to the rear of the stamp and protrud 

  

  



ing through a slit or opening in the face of behind the stamp and canceling-strip, and 
the stamp, substantially as hereinbefore set provided with figures, lines, or tints different 
forth. from the stamp, which become visible upon 

2. In a stamp provided with a canceling- the cancellation of the stamp, as hereinbefore 
strip, the re-enforcing piece of paper in rear set forth. 
of the stamp and canceling-strip, and visible. SAML. R. DUMMER. 
only upon the cancellation of the stamp, as Witnesses: t 
hereinbefore set forth. HENRY L. BREVOORT, 

3. The re-enforcing piece of paper arranged PEIILLIPS ABBOTT. 


