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FOOTWEAR DEVICE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION(S) 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 12/592,419, filed Nov.24, 2009, entitled “Foot 
wear Device' which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 61/200,056, filed Nov. 24, 2008, entitled 
“Footwear Device.” which are hereby incorporated herein by 
reference in their entirety, including all references cited 
therein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates in general to a foot 
wear device and, more particularly, to a footwear device 
configured to be worn over conventional climbing shoes and/ 
or boots during, for example, a climbing session when a 
climber is not climbing (e.g., belaying, spotting, walking off. 
etcetera). 
0004 2. Background Art 
0005 Climbing shoes have been known in the art for 
years. While climbing shoes have been known in the art, 
issues relative to comfort, integrity and/or longevity remain 
largely problematic. In particular, to the best of Applicants 
knowledge, traditional climbing shoes and/or boots are by 
design very tight and consequently can be very uncomfort 
able. As such, a climber will frequently and repeatedly 
change his/her shoes during a climbing session because a 
majority of the time is spent performing actions other than 
climbing. The footwear device of the present invention allows 
a climber to comfortably wear his/her climbing shoes, during 
non-climbing actions, thus materially saving time and hassle. 
0006. The footwear device of the present invention also 
protects the rubber sole of the climbing shoe, which is impor 
tant for maintaining the condition of the sole, leading to fewer 
costly and inconvenient rerands/resoles and better perfor 
mance from the climbing shoe. Moreover, the footwear 
device of the present invention, keeps the sole of the climbing 
shoe clean during a climbing session, leading to better fric 
tion, performance, and safety. 
0007. It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a footwear device that, among other things, remedies 
and/or minimizes the aforementioned detriments and/or com 
plications associated with conventional climbing shoes. 
0008. These and other objects of the present invention will 
become apparent in light of the present specification, claims, 
and drawings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0009. In one embodiment, the present invention is directed 
to a footwear device for releaseably receiving footwear, the 
footwear having an upper Surface, a sole, and a heel, the 
footwear device comprising: (a) a sole having an upper Sur 
face and a ground-engaging Surface; (b) a forefoot Support 
member extending from the sole to form a first loop; (c) aheel 
Support member extending from at least one of the Sole and 
the forefoot support member to form a second loop; and (d) 
wherein when the footwear is inserted into the footwear 
device: (i) the forefoot support member overlaps at least a 
portion of the upper surface of the footwear; (ii) the heel 
support member overlaps at least a portion of the heel of the 
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footwear; and (iii) the sole of the footwear device substan 
tially covers the sole of the footwear to protect the same. 
0010. In an additional embodiment, the ground-engaging 
surface of the sole of the footwear device includes means for 
enhancing traction. 
0011. In yet another embodiment, the upper surface of the 
sole of the footwear device includes means for cleaning the 
sole of the footwear. 

0012. In another embodiment, the forefoot support mem 
ber is an elastomeric loop sized such that when the footwear 
is inserted into the footwear device, the forefoot support 
member exerts forces on the upper surface of the piece of 
footwear to releaseably retain the same. 
0013. In one embodiment, the forefoot support member 
includes a first strap and a second strap disposed on opposing 
sides of the sole of the footwear device, wherein each of the 
straps has a first end and a second end, wherein the first ends 
of both straps are fixed to the sole and the second ends of both 
straps include fasteners which cooperate together to adjust 
ably secure the first strap to the second strap to form the first 
loop. 
0014. In yet another embodiment, the heel support mem 
ber is an elastomeric loop sized such that when the footwear 
is inserted into the footwear device, the heel support member 
urges the footwear forwardly into the forefoot support mem 
ber. 

0015. In an additional embodiment, the footwear device 
further includes one or more support members extending 
from the sole to the heel support member, wherein the one or 
more support members urge the sole of the footwear device 
upwardly when the footwear is inserted into the footwear 
device. 

0016. In another embodiment, the footwear device further 
comprises a pull loop extending from the heel Support mem 
ber for positioning the heel support member around the heel 
of the footwear when the footwear is inserted into the foot 
wear device. 

0017. In yet another embodiment, the footwear device 
further comprises at least one indicia disposed on an outer 
surface of the forefoot support member. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0018 Certain embodiments of the present invention are 
illustrated by the accompanying figures. It will be understood 
that the figures are not necessarily to scale and that details not 
necessary for an understanding of the invention or that render 
other details difficult to perceive may be omitted. It will be 
further understood that the invention is not necessarily lim 
ited to the particular embodiments illustrated herein. 
0019. The invention will now be described with reference 
to the drawings wherein: 
0020 FIG. 1 of the drawings is a perspective view of a 
footwear device fabricated in accordance with the present 
invention in combination with footwear; 
0021 FIG. 2 of the drawings is a perspective view of a 
footwear device depicted in FIG. 1; 
0022 FIG.3 of the drawings is a rear elevational view of 
the footwear device of FIGS. 1 and 2; and 
0023 FIG. 4 of the drawings is a front elevational view of 
the footwear device of FIGS 1-3. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0024. While this invention is susceptible of embodiment 
in many different forms, there is shown in the drawings and 
described herein in detail several specific embodiments with 
the understanding that the present disclosure is to be consid 
ered as an exemplification of the principles of the invention 
and is not intended to limit the invention to the embodiments 
illustrated. 
0025. It will be understood that like or analogous elements 
and/or components, referred to herein, may be identified 
throughout the drawings with like reference characters. 
0026 Referring now to the drawings, and to FIG. 1 in 
particular, a perspective view of footwear device 10 is shown 
which generally comprises ground-engaging Sole 12, fore 
foot support member 14, heel support member 16, and pull 
loop 18. It will be understood that footwear device 10 is 
generally adapted to releasably receive a piece of footwear 20 
such as a climbing shoe or boot. It will be further understood 
that because footwear device 10 can be utilized in conjunction 
with a variety of footwear, only one particular application and 
type of footwear (e.g., climbing shoes) will be discussed in 
detail. In general, a climbing shoe, hereinafter referred to as 
footwear 20, includes upper portion 22, sole 24, and heel 26. 
0027. For purposes of the present disclosure, ground-en 
gaging Sole 12 preferably includes traction enhancing treads 
28. While ground-engaging sole 12 has been disclosed for 
illustrative purposes as comprising treads, any one of a num 
ber of traction enhancing means are likewise contemplated 
for use in accordance with the present invention, including, 
for example, adhesive impregnated soles, studded soles, 
cleated soles just to name a few. 
0028. At least a portion of upper surface 30 of ground 
engaging sole 12 preferably comprises a soft cloth to brush 
clean the sole of footwear 20 and to keep grit from being 
forced against sole 24 of footwear 20. 
0029. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
ground-engaging sole 12 comprises a lightly tractioned, 
cushioned sole that extends slightly beyond the length of 
footwear 20, and is adequate for up to at least Class 3 
walkoffs. 
0030. Forefoot support member 14 preferably comprises, 
for example, an adjustable, elastic, and/or cushioned strap or 
band that is associated with ground-engaging sole 12. That is, 
forefoot support member 14 forms first loop 32 that is sized to 
receive a forward portion of footwear 20. More specifically, 
forefoot support member 14 overlaps at least a portion of 
upper portion 22 of footwear 20. It will be understood that 
forefoot support member 14 is configured to releasably 
receive a foot of a user which may be bare, or covered, at 
least in-part, with a shoe or boot. Furthermore, forefoot Sup 
port member 14 is sized such that it exerts forces on upper 
portion 22 of footwear 20 to releaseably retain the same. 
0031. Forefoot support member 14 is preferably adjust 
able via conventional hook and loop fasteners, buckles, 
strings, expanding and/or contracting members just to 
name a few. 
0032. In one embodiment, forefoot support member 14 
includes first strap 34 and second strap 36 disposed on oppos 
ing sides of ground-engaging Sole 12 of footwear device 10. 
The straps 34 and 36 are fixed at one end to opposing sides of 
ground-engaging sole 12 and the straps 34 and 36 each 
include second ends 34A and 36A (see FIG. 3) which are 
provided with fasteners (not shown) which cooperate 
together to adjustably secure first strap 34 to second strap 36 
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to form first loop 32. Fasteners include those as listed previ 
ously including hook and loop fasteners and the like. 
0033 Although not required, forefoot support member 14 

is also preferably configured with an open toe design toward 
Weight and contamination (e.g., grit, dirt, aggregate, debris, 
etcetera) minimization. 
0034. In another aspect of the present invention, forefoot 
Support member 14 optionally comprises advertisement 
region 38, wherein indicia can be affixed, sewn, or otherwise 
associated with forefoot support member 14. 
0035 Heel support member 16 preferably comprises an 
elastic band that fits around heel 26 of footwear 20 to securely, 
yet releasably, fix the same into forefoot support member 14. 
Heel support member 16 is preferably attached to one or more 
of ground-engaging sole 12 and/or forefoot Support member 
14. In accordance with the present disclosure, heel Support 
member 16 may extend from forefoot support member 14 to 
form second loop 40. 
0036. In one embodiment heel support member 16 is fab 
ricated entirely from an elastomeric material. In an additional 
embodiment, heel support member 16 includes at least termi 
nal ends 42A and 42B which are fabricated from an elasto 
meric material toward maximizing both user comfort and size 
flexibility. 
0037 Regardless of embodiment, heel support member 16 

is preferably configured so that it can be easily pulled over 
heel 26 of footwear 20 and removed, thereby enabling the 
user to quickly and easily (e.g., with one hand) apply/remove 
footwear device 10 from each foot. It will be understood that 
heel support member 16 is preferably sufficiently wide so as 
not to dig into a climbers heel, thereby causing discomfort 
and/or broken skin. 

0038 Optional intermediate support members 44A and 
44B are generally positioned between forefoot support mem 
ber 14 and the rear most portion of heel support member 16. 
Intermediate Support members 44A and 44B generally com 
prise vertical elastic bands which emanate from heel Support 
member 16 to ground-engaging sole 12 and serve to minimize 
flip-flop type action of the device on the climbers foot when 
he/she is walking. That is, when footwear 20 is inserted into 
footwear device 10, intermediate support members 44A and 
44B urge ground-engaging sole 12 upwardly to maintain 
contact between ground-engaging Sole 12 and sole 24 of 
footwear 20 when the climber is walking. 
0039. In accordance with the present invention pull loop 
18 is secured to heel support member 16 at its generally most 
rearward position. Pull loop 18 enables a climber to easily 
pull on footwear device 10 over footwear 20, as well as clip a 
pair of the footwear devices 10 to a carabineer. Preferably pull 
loop 18 is either sewn onto heel support member 14 and/or 
incorporated directly therein. 
0040. It will be understood that all components of foot 
wear device 10 can be fabricated from conventional, natural 
and/or synthetics materials that would be known those having 
ordinary skill in the art having the present disclosure before 
them. 

0041. The foregoing description merely explains and 
illustrates the invention and the invention is not limited 
thereto except insofar as the appended claims are so limited, 
as those skilled in the art who have the disclosure before them 
will be able to make modifications without departing from the 
Scope of the invention. 
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What is claimed: 
1. A footwear device for releaseably receiving footwear, 

the footwear having an upper Surface, a Sole, and a heel, the 
footwear device comprising: 

a sole having an upper Surface and a ground-engaging 
Surface; 

a forefoot support member extending from the sole to form 
a first loop; 

a heel Support member extending from at least one of the 
sole and the forefoot support member to form a second 
loop; and 

wherein when the footwear is inserted into the footwear 
device: 
the forefoot Support member overlaps at least a portion 

of the upper surface of the footwear; 
the heel support member overlaps at least a portion of the 

heel of the footwear; and 
the sole of the footwear device substantially covers the 

sole of the footwear to protect the same. 
2. The device of claim 1, wherein the ground-engaging 

surface of the sole of the footwear device includes means for 
enhancing traction. 

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the upper surface of the 
sole of the footwear device includes means for cleaning the 
sole of the footwear. 

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the forefoot support 
member is an elastomeric loop sized such that when the 
footwear is inserted into the footwear device, the forefoot 
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Support member exerts forces on the upper Surface of the 
piece of footwear to releaseably retain the same. 

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the forefoot support 
member includes a first strap and a second strap disposed on 
opposing sides of the sole of the footwear device, wherein 
each of the first and second straps has a first end and a second 
end, wherein the first ends of both straps are fixed to the sole 
and the second ends of both straps include fasteners which 
cooperate together to adjustably secure the first strap to the 
second strap to form the first loop. 

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the heel support member 
is an elastomeric loop sized such that when the footwear is 
inserted into the footwear device, the heel support member 
urges the footwear forwardly into the forefoot support mem 
ber. 

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the footwear device 
further includes one or more Support members extending 
from the sole to the heel support member, wherein the one or 
more support members urge the sole of the footwear device 
upwardly when the footwear is inserted into the footwear 
device. 

8. The device of claim 1, further comprising a pull loop 
extending from the heel Support member for positioning the 
heel support member around the heel of the footwear when 
the footwear is inserted into the footwear device. 

9. The device of claim 1, further comprising at least one 
indicia disposed on an outer Surface of the forefoot Support 
member. 


