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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HANDOFF )
BETWEEN DIFFERENT CELLULAR
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS
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A method and system for performing an intersystem handoff of
communication with a mobile station (18) between base stations of first
(A) and second (B) cellular systems. At the mobile station (18), a
quantifiable parameter of a signal transmitted by a second base station of
the second system is measured. When the measured value passes through
a first predetermined level, the mobile station (18) communicates a signal
quality message via a first base station of the first system to a first mobile
switching center. A channel request message is communicated from the
first mobile switching center (MSCI) to a second mobile switching center
(MSCIl) within the second system. At the second base station, a
quantifiable parameter._of the signal received from the mobile station is also
measured. The second base station establishes communication with the
mobile ‘station when the measured value passes through a predetermined
level.
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