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- Lo all whom it may concern:
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reference being

Be it known that I, GEORGE S. Ross, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Roches-
ter, in the county of Oakland and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rupture-Trusses; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. :

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in trusses especially designed
foruse in cases of rupture; and it consists in
a certain construction and arrangement of
parts, as fully hereinafter set forth, the essen-
tial features of the device being pointed out
particularly in the claims. ;

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, cheap, and effective means for reduc-
ing and palliating hernia, and, in its incipient
stage, effecting a permanent cure. This ob-
Jjectis attained by the device illustratedin the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved truss, a portion of the body-band be-
ing broken away. Fig.2 is an enlarged view
of the truss-pad removed from the body-band.
Fig. 8 is an enlarged section on dotted line 1
lof Fig. 1. Fig.4isan elevation of theinner
face of the plate secured to the body-band

and towhich the pad isadapted to be attached '

orlocked. Fig. 5 is an elevation of the outer
face of the plate adapted to be secured to the
body-band at the rear and to which one end
of the elastic band that passes between the
limbs is secured. :

Referring to the letters of reference, A in-
dicates the body-band. Said band is made of
textile fabric, is slightly elastic, and is pro-
vided with a suitable buckle a to enable it to
be properly adjusted to the body, around
which it is secured at or slightly below the
waist, .

B indicates the rupture-pad, which is trian-
gularinform. Saidpad ismade of light wood
or other suitable material and is provided on
its inner or pressing face with a covering of

zine C, which presents a smooth surface to the
body, does not corrode, and obviates galling.
Other coverings for the pad may be used, how-
ever, if desired. Secured to the outer face of
the pad B at its lower point is a flat spring
D, provided with a projecting stud b, the free
or outer end of said spring standing outward
or away from the face of the pad, as shown in
Fig. 3.

E indicates a locking-plate provided on its
back face with the loops d, (see Fig. 4,) adapted
to receive the body-band A, which is passed
therethroughand by means of whichsaid plate
is secured thereon. Said plate E is also pro-
vided with the spurs e, that engage the band
A, and prevent the plate from slipping when
adjusted to its proper position on said band.
In the depending portion of the plate E is a
key-hole-shaped aperture ¢, in which the stud
bis adapted to engage, by means of which the
pad B is secured thereto, as shown in Fig. 1,
the parts being locked.

I indicates a plate adapted to be secured
to the band A in like manner at the back or
opposite the plate E, the outer face of said
plate having a hook f, as shown in Fig. 5,that
isadapted to engage the ring £ in the rearend
of the elastic band H, the forward end of said
band H being secured to the rupture-pad B
by means of the ring A in the end of said
band, which is slipped over the spring D and
encircles said spring at the base, and said
band H is additionally secured to the pad B
by stitching through said band and the lower
point.of said pad, as shown at sin Figs. 2 and
3. The elastic band H passes between the
limbs, and is designed to assist in retaining

‘the pad B in its proper place and prevent it

from slipping up.

To place this improved truss in position,
the band A is passed around the body and se-
cured. The pad B, with the elastic band H at-
tached thereto, is then secured to the plate E
by passing the stud b through the aperture ¢
and sliding it down into the neck of said ap-
erture, the parts being so arranged that the
pad B will bear over the orifice of protrusion,

said pad being kept to its seat by the press- -

ure of the spring D. The elastic band II is
then passed between the limbs and its rear
end attached to the hook on the plate F, said
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band being so adjusted by means of the
buckle n to prevent the pad from working up
and to give it a Learing over its entire sur-
face.

In trusses as ordinarily constructed the
rupture-pad has a convexed bearing-face and
is held in place by a strong curved spring
passing around the body. With trusses of
this class as the body changes position the
pad will work into the orifice in the abdomi-
nal wall, causing annoyance and pain, and
tends to increase the size of said orifice rather
than diminish it. In the use of my improved
truss these objections are overcome, as the
pad B is held against the body by the press-
ure of the spring D, which is pliant and does

position, and said pad having a flat bearing-
surface will not work into and enlarge the
orifice of protrusion,therefore in cases of in-
cipient hernia effecting a permanent cure,
and by means of the triangular shape of said
pad the lower point of which extends well
into the groin a rupture into the scrotum is
prevented in cases of inguinal hernia, which
is often caused by the undue pressure of the
ordinary truss in such cases. By the em-

ployment of the elastic hand II the pad Bis

always held securely in place, enabling a per-
son to work with ease in any position.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what T elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— ’

1. In a truss, the belt combined with the
locking - plate and hook - plate adjustably
mounted thereon, the flat pad having the
spring attached thereto, the stud on said
spring, said stud adapted to engage with the
locking-plate, the elastic band having one end
attached to the pad, its opposite end having
a detachable connection with the hook-plate,
substantially as specified.

2. The rupture-pad comprising the trian-
gular base having the flat face, said face hav-

ing the zinc covering, combined with the’

spring having one end secured to the pad
and the stud secured to the spring, the belt
having means of engagement with the stud
of said spring, the elastic band secured to said
padand to said belt, substantiaily as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
. GEORGE S. ROSS.
Witnesses:
D. B. KRESSLER,
7. H. BURR.
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