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1. 
This invention pertains to Wearing apparel, 

more particularly to a body garment of the 
Wrap-around type, for instance an infant's shirt, 
having a neck opening and openings for the arms 
and having overlapping flaps (usually, although 
not necessarily, at the front of the garment), 
providing for girth adjustment, and more spe 
cifically relates to fastening means for adjust 
ably uniting said overlapping flaps. As here ill 
lustrated by Way of example, but without limit 
ing intent, the invention is shown as embodied 
-in an infant's double-breasted undershirt or vest. 

Among the objects of the invention is to pro 
Wide a garment of the above type having fasten 
ing means of a kind Such as to facilitate the 
donning and doffing of the garment. A further 
object is to provide a garment comprising over 
lapping flaps which are held in adjusted position 
Without recourse to the use of pins or similar 
penetrating fasteners, thus removing danger of 
accidental injury to the wearer. A further ob 
ject is to provide fastener means such that the 
garment may be laundered by customary meth 
ods without substantial damage to the fastening 
means. A further object is to provide fastening 
means for an undergarment Such that no metal 
lic part Will come in contact with the skin of the 
Wearer. A further object is to provide a garment 
of the above type having fastener means which 
provides for an unusually wide range of girth 
adjustment but which reliably unites the gar 
ments flaps. When in use. A further object is to 
provide fastening means which makes the use of 
tie Strings or tapes unnecessary. Other and fur 
ther objects and advantages of the invention 
will be pointed out in the following more detailed 
description and by reference to the accompany 
ing drawings wherein 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic, perspective, front 
elevation showing the invention as embodied in 
an infant's shirt, the front flaps being shown in 
the overlapping position of use; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view with the front flap 
opened out to show its inner Surface; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic eleva 
tion, to larger scale, showing a portion of the 
Outer surface of the inner flap and illustrating 
a preferred form of fastening means in accord 
ance with the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic, horizontal section on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic, hori 
ZOntal Section, to large Scale, showing the man 
ner in which the fastener element on One flap en 
gages the complemental fastening member of 
the other flap; 
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2 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary, diagrammatic, ver 

tical section on the line 6-6 of Fig. 3; 
Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but to Smaller 

scale, diagrammatically illustrating another emi 
bodiment of the invention; and 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7, illustrating a 
further embodiment. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral de 
Signates a body garment, for instance an infant's 
shirt, preferably made of knitted material in 
customary manner and having the body 2 which, 
as illustrated, is provided with short sleeves 3 
and 4, respectively, although the provision of 
sleeves is of no consequence so far as the present . 
invention is concerned. The garment has the 
neck opening 5 and front flaps 6 and , the flap 
6 being here illustrated as the Outer flap which 
in use overlaps the flap 7 more or less in accord 
ance with the adjustment of the garment to the 
girth of the wearer. 

In accordance with the invention in its pre 
ferred form (Fig. 2), the flap 6 is provided at 
a point near its free edge and at its inner Sur 
face with a hook 8 which may be a conventional 
hook of the kind customarily used in garments. 
The other flap 7 is provided at its outer face 
(Fig. 2) with a horizontally elongate Series 9 of 
fastener elements complemental to the hook 8, 
the fasterner elements 8 and 9 being arranged at 
the same distance from the lower edge Of the 
garment so that when the flap 6 overlaps the 
flap 7 the hook may be engaged with any selected 
one of the series of fastener elements 9. 

In accordance with the present invention, the 
flap , which is the inner flap when the garment 
is in use, is likewise provided with a fastener 
element fo, here shown as a hook, arranged at its 
outer face and near its free edge. The flap 6 
is also provided, at its inner face, with a hori 
zontally elongate series of fastener elements 
complemental to the fastener element to and 
with any selected one of which the hook O may 
be engaged when the flaps are overlapped. It 
may be noted that the hooks 8 and 0 point in 
the same direction when the flap 6 is opened out, 
as shown in Fig. 2, and it will be understood that 
the series 9 and of fastener elements, com 
plemental, respectively, to the hooks 8 and 0, 
will be so arranged that when the flaps are Over 
larned, as shown at Fig. 1. the hook 8 will be in 
position to engage a selected element of the 
series 9, and likewise the hook 0 will be in posi 
tion to engage a selected element of the series . 
In a preferred construction, the fastener ele 

ments of the Series 9 and l are formed as more 
particularly illustrated in Figs. 3 to 6, inclusive. 
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Thus (as illustrated in Figs. 3, 4 and 6) a length 
of textile tape f3 is extended horizontally of the 
flap 7, transversely of the knitted wales of the 
latter, and this length of tape is formed into 
spaced pleats 4, the pleats being held in position 
and united to the flap f by vertically Spaced, 
parallel, horizontal sewed seams f5 and 6, re 
spectively, extending longitudinally of the length 
of tape. Preferably, additional seams 7 and 8, 
nearer to the opposite edges of the tape, afford 
further anchorage of the tape to the garment 
material and likewise assist in maintaining the 
pleats in the desired relationship. 
By reason of the spacing of the seams 5 and 

6, it is possible to separate the edge of any given 
pleat from the body of the tape behind it. So as 
to form a pocket 9 (Fig. 6) into which the hook 
portion of the complemental fastener may be 
entered, the free edge of the pleat at the pocket 
forming, in effect, an eye for the reception of the 
hook. 

Preferably, the body portion of each hook, for 
*example, the hook 0 (Fig. 3), is disposed between 
overlapping plies of the tape and the attaching 
eyes of the hook will receive sewing stitches G. 
(Fig. 3) Which Will firmly anchor the hook to the 
tape and preferably to the body of the garment. 
As illustrated in Figs, 2, 3 and 4, the edge por 
tion of the garment flap may be provided with a 
trimming braid or binding 2. 
While both series of fasteners 9 and have 

been here shown as of identical construction and 
the fasteners 8 and 0 have likewise been shown 
as of the same type, it is contemplated that one 
Series of fasterner elements and the complemental 
Single fastener of the other flap may be of one 
type While the other series of fastener elements 
and the complemental single fastener may be of 
another type. However, the type of fastener 
shown in FigS. 3 to 6 has been found very desir 
able since the Soft textile tape provides adequate 
anchorage for the hook, although it is flexible 
So that it readily responds to the movements of 
the wearer of the garment and may be given 
usual laundry treatment without danger of in 
jury. Likewise the Single hook element which 
Cooperates with the Series of fasteners is of Small 
dimensions and does not protrude to a substan 
tial extent from the face of the tape to which it 
is attached. So that the hook, with its backing of 
Soft cushioning textile material, may likewise be 
subjected to laundry treatment without substan 
tial danger of injury. 
While the above types of fastener elements are 

preferred, it is contemplated that, as illustrated 
for example in Fig. 7, there may be substituted 
for the pleated tape a series of independent, con 
wentional eyes E (Fig. 7) attached to the tape T' 
by sewing thread in the usual fashion, and with 
such conventional eyes, hooks, such as the hooks 
8 and 0, may cooperate for adjustably uniting 
the fiaps of the garment. 
A further alternative is illustrated in Fig. 8 

wherein the tape T2 is shown as provided, near 
the edge of the garment, with a single Snap fas 
tener element S' and with a Series of comple 
mental fastener elements S', the elements S and 
S’ being the complemental parts of a conven 
tional Snap fastener. 
While the invention has herein been illus 

trated with particular reference to an infant's 
Shirt of knitted fabric, it is readily to be under 
stood that the invention is applicable to other 
types of garment, particularly to Wrap-around 
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4. 
body garments, such as bath robes, dressing 
gowns, etc., in which it is desired to unite over 
lapping portions in such a way as to provide for 
a wide range of girth adjustment while at the 
same time insuring the proper union of the parts 
until they are purposely separated. The pro 
vision of two Series of fastener elements, each 
cooperating with a single fastening element car 
ried by the other flap, provides double security 
and greatly lessens the possibility of accidental 
separation of the overlapping flapS. 

Fastener elements such as disclosed in Figs. 3 
to 6, for example, do not substantially detract 
from the usual desired characteristics of the gar 
inent to which they are applied, although they 
do, to some extent, provide added strength 
against undue stretching, which is sometimes an 
advantage particularly When they are located at 
the waist portion of the garment. 
While certain desirable embodiments of the 

invention have been illustrated and described by 
Way of example, it is to be understood that the 
invention is broadly inclusive of any and all 
imodifications falling within the Scope of the 
appended claim. 

I claim: 
An infant's double-breasted shirt of single ply 

knitted material having a neck opening and 
openings for the arms and with provision for 
girth adjustment, Said garment comprising inner 
and outer front flapS Which, in use, are disposed 
with the outer flap overlying the inner flap to a 
greater or iesser degree according to the size of 
the infant and providing a dguble thickness of 
the material at the front of the infant's body, 
a hook attached to the outer surface of the inner 
fiap adjacent to the free edge of the flap, another 
hook attached to the inner Surface of the outer 
flap adjacent to the free edge of the latter, said 
hooks being at the same distance from the lower 
edge of the garment and approximately at the 
Waistliae, and leagths of tape Secured, respec 
tively, to the inner and outer flaps, one length 
of tape being secured to the outer face of the 
inner flap and the other length of tape being se 
cured to the inner face of the outer flap, each of 
said tapes extending horizontally approximately 
at the waistline and each of said tapes comprising 
a series of pleats permanently secured to the gar 
ment flaps, and being secured to the respective 
flaps of the garnent by Sewed seams which ex 
tend lengthwise of the tapes, the seams being 
spaced apart to leave the edges of the pleats free 
at the mid-Width of the tape for engagement by 
the complemental fastener element, the hooks 
being directed Oppositely when the flaps are 
overlapped, and the pleatS having the central 
portions of their edges free to constitute eyes for 
the reception of the respective hooks, the parts 
being so constructed and arranged that when the 
garment is in use both hooks are interposed be 
tween Said front and rear flaps and invisible from 
the outside of the garment. 

JUSTIN L. WYNER. 
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