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This invention relates to game indicators, and
more especially it relates to indicator devices for
such games as bingo, lotto, and the like.

As is well-known, the game bingo is quite gen-
erally played by a relatively large number of
participants, afnd in some cases one participant
may operate two or more bingo cards simultane-
ously. The usual way of recording and marking
the called bingo numbers, is to employ a set of
individual paper or cardboard markers which are
placed over the respectively called bingo num-
bers. The objection to this method of playing is
that the markers being relatively light, are easily
displaced on the playing board, and furthermore
they substantially obliterate the card number
over which they are placed. In most cases the
markers are in the form of small plastic discs
which because of their lightness and smeothness,
very easily slide off the playing board and drop
to the floor. Sinece a considerable quantity of
these dises are required by each player, it is not
unusual for players to drop these discs and re-
trieve them from the floor, which of course re-
sults in unsanitary playing conditions,

Accordmgly one of the principal objects of
this invention is to provide a unitary muiti-
section indicating device which can be superposed
upon the conventional pla,ymg card and which

can be readily manipulated to producé a visible

indication and record of the numbers as they are
being called.

Another object is to provide a unitary play-
ing mask for a bingo card or the like éarrying &
plurality of indicator markers which are capable

of being moved selectively to two diffefent posi- :

tions in the mask. In one of these positions the
markers are substantially completely invisible,
and in the other position they provide a clear
indication of the c¢alled humber on the playing
card without materially interfering with the
readability of that number,

Another object of this invéntion is an indicator
for bingo games and the liké which éan be rapidly
positioned, repositioned, set, reset, réleased, and
othérwise manipulated. C )

A furthér object relates fo the novel organiza-
tion, arrangement and relative location and inter-
connection of parts which cooperate to providé a
durable and easily manipulated marKer device
for bingo cards aid the like. :

Other features and advantages not particularly
enumerated will become apparent affer a con-
sideration of the following defailed description
and the appendéd ¢laims.
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of seven figures, numbered Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive,
one suggested embodiment of the invention ié
shown.

Fig. 1 is a top view of my bingo indieator
superimposed upon a bingo board.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary view of a plurahty of
bingo indicators supenmposed uponr a bingo
board.

Flg 3 is an end view of the device, taken along
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction
of the arrows.

Fig. 4 is a side view of the device, taken alohg
the line 4—4 of Fig. 1, lookmg in the d1rect10n
of the arrows.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged top view of a fragment of
the dev1ce

Fig. 6 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a
detail, taken along the line 6—6 of Fig. 5 look-
ing in the direction of the arrows.

Tig. 7. is a cross-sectional view of a detall
taken along the line 1—1 of Fig. 5, looking in the
direction of the arrows,

Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the device.

Like reference characters des1gnate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several figures of the
drawings.

The indicating device {0 may comprise two
complementary fenestrated frames including the
base member |i and the cover member 12 for en-
closing the base member fi. Base member 11
and cover member i2 may be constructed in any
preferred manner and of any selected material.
For example they may each he sta.mped as a unit
from sheet material such as metal, or they may
be molded in one piece out of any preferred ma-
terial such as plastic. The dimensions of the
opening enclosed by the walis of the frame of the
cover member 12 are substantially equai to the
overall width and length of the playing surface
of a single bingo card. When properly assembled
the fenestrated base (1 and the fenestrated ¢over
{2 stibdivide the dévice 10 irito a series of small
window openings corrésponding in number, spac-
ing and arradgement, to the number, spacmg,
and arrangement of the playing squares of the
éonventional bingo card; so that when the indi-
cating device 18 is placed over a bingo card, gach
playing square of the card is clearly visible
through its corresponding smali window opening
of the indicating device 10,

_ The side walls 13 and thé end walls 15 of the
base frame Il (see Figs. 6, 7 and 8) are L-shaped
in cross section to define the guide chatnels 14
and §6. A series of pairs .of L-shaped strlps 8

In the draWings comprisiiig biuit a smgle sheet 65 and 19.arranged back to back; and spaced on ¢én-
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ters equal to the width of one row of squares de-
lineated upon the conventional bingo card, ex-
tend lengthwise between and are secured to the
end walls 15 to form a series of equally spaced
partition walls {7 adapted to overlie the vertical
division lines delineated upon the conventional
bingo card. The L-shaped strips {8 and 19 form
guide channels 28 and 2| wherein the markers 22
are slidably mounted, the number of markers 22
being equal to the number of small window open-
ings, there being a marker 22 individually asso-
ciated with each small window opening of the
indicating device 18.

Fach marker 22 (Fig. 5), includes a relatively
narrow crossbar 23 and a pair of spaced stops
24—24. The crossbar 23 is wide enough to bridge
one of the window openings and the stops 24—24
are designed to slide freely in the oppositely dis-
posed vertical guide channels formed in the par-
tition. walls {7 and the side walls 13, such as the
guide channels 21 and {4 (Fig. 7). Each marker
22 accordingly slides freely up and down in the
.opening of the window with which the said mark-
er is associated. A portion of each crossbar 23
is bent upwardly to form an upstanding tab 2%
which projects above the indicating device 8
for engagement by the fingertip.

The fenestrated cover 12 is provided with a
series of horizontally spaced strips 2§ extending
lengthwise between and secured to the end walls
28 of the cover t2. The strips 28 are spaced so
as to register with and overhang both sides of
‘the partition walls {7—I17 (see Fig. 7), thus re-
taining the markers 22 within their respective
guide channels 28 and 2i. The side and end
walls 27 and 28 of the cover 12 overlie the guide
channels {4 and 06 respectively formed in the
sidewalls {3 and end walls 5 of base frame (I,
to retain the outside rows of markers 22 in proper
position. The cross strips 20—29 are secured be-
tween the horizontally spaced covering strips
23—26 and the side walls 21—27 of the cover 12
on-centers corresponding to the spacing between
the horizontally disposed division lines delineated
upon the conventional bingo card. Each cross
strip 29 is of angular cross section one arm of
said cross strip being wide enough to receive and
conceal the narrow crossbar 23 of a marker 22
(Pig. 6). The upstanding tab 25 of each marker
22 projects above and engages the bottom edge
of its associated cross strip 29 to limit the up-
ward movement of the marker 22 beneath its
said cross strip. The other arm of each cross
strip 29 extends into the guide channel (i4, 20,
‘21) to form a stop for the leg 24 of the marker
positioned above said cross strip. One or more
cross braces 31 (Fig. 6) may be attached to the
side walls 13 of base frame ! in alignment with
the horizontally disposed division lines delineat-
ed upon the conventional bingo card.

_One of the complementary frames, for example
the cover frame 12, may be provided with down-
wardly projecting spur points 39 for penetrating
the bingo card to retain the indicating device 18
in correct registry with respect to the card while
the game is being played.

. The player provides himself with a plurality of
indicating devices 19, and places one of the de-
vices 10 over each bingo card in such a manner
that all of the playing squares of a particular
bingo' card 32 are visible through the window
openings of its associated indicating device 10.
The central marker 22 of each device 19 is oper-
ated to record a free space setting over the free-
space subdivision 33 of each bingo card 32 being

10

156

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

4

played. As the game opens, the crossbars 23 of
all of the markers 22 are concealed beneath their
respective cross strips 29 but with the tabs 25
projecting upwardly above the cross strips. If
column indicating symbols (for example the let-
ters B-I-N-G-0O) are used, they will be visible
above the several vertical rows of windows, and
as each indicating symbol and the number asso-
ciated therewith is called, the player upon ob-
serving the called number, draws the upstanding
tab 25 of the appropriate marker 22 downwards
thus moving the narrow crossbar 23 downwards
‘into view to visibly indicate that said number was
called. A skillful operator can simultaneously
observe a number of bingo cards, and can oper-
ate the markers 22 so rapidly,.that he can sub-
stantially increase the number of bingo boards
played in each game, The ease of observation of
marked bingo squares can be accentuated hy
coloring the strips 22 a bright red color which
contrasts with the background of the bingo card.
The crossbars 23 of the markers 22 are relatively
narrow so that when moved into indicating or
marking position they do not obscure the printed
numbers upon the bingo card. When any five
markers 22 of any indicating device (8, are
aligned either horizontally, vertically, or diag-
onally, the player announces the result in the
conventional way. At the end of a game each
marker 22 can be immediately reset by turning
the indicating device {0 on end and tapping it
gently, thus simultaneously restoring all of the
operated markers 22 to normal position beneath
their respective cross strips 29.

In certain cases bingo playing cards are print-
ed with a series of multi-square playing units di-
rectly adjacent each other. Since these playing
units are printed on the same card, it is possible
to employ two or more of the fenestrated masks
described above, and these masks can be placed
with their borders directly adjacent each other
since the slidable markers, in no case, project
outwardly beyond the border of the mask.

‘While one particular embodiment has been dis-
closed herein, it will be understood that various
changes and modifications can be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention. For example, while the markers
22 are shown as mounted for sliding movement
vertically in their respective openings, it will he
understood that they can be mounted for slid-
ing movement in a horizontal direction in those
openings.

What is claimed is:

1. A unitary pluralized sectional indicator for
bingo game cards and the like of the type having
uniform and contiguous marked rectangles with
the markings centered within each rectangle, com-
prising, a frame dimensioned to emborder the
playing area of the game card, partition mem-
bers subdividing said frame into a series of small~
er frames conforming in number, spacing and
contiguity respectively to the number, spacing
and contiguity of the individual playing areas of
the game card, a series of shiftable markers,
there being one such marker slidably mounted in
each of said smaller frames, each marker being
movable to two positions in one of which it is ef-
fectively concealed by one of the partition mem-
bers of its associated smaller frame and in the
other of which it is astride said smaller frame
s0 as to produce a visible indication, said indi-
cator being a separate structural unit for simple
overlaying. on the bingo card with which it is
to be used.
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2, An indicator unit acording to claim 1 in which
the game card has a series of rows of numbered
card areas said frame has at each of its corners
a spur projection for locating and centralizing
the said smaller frames with respect to the num-
bered card areas and for the purpose of prevent-
ing accidental sliding movement of the frame
on said eard when superposed in playing posi-

=3

tion on the card while enabling instant removal

of the indicator unit from the card.

3. A unitary pluralized window indicator for a
bingo game card and the like of the type having
uniform and contiguous marked playing squares
with the marking centered within each respective
square, comprising, a frame dimensioned to en-
close the playing squares of the game card, par-
tition walls extending lengthwise and crosswise
of said frame to subdivide said opening into a
series of smaller openings corresponding in num-
ber contiguity and spacing to the number con-
tiquity and spacing of the playing squares of said
game card, shiftable markers, one for each play-
ing square and slidably mounted therein, all of
said markers being normally concealed by the
partition walls and each marker being independ-
ently slidable into visible position in its asso-
ciated opening, said indicator being a separate
struetural unit for simple overlaying on the bingo
card with which it is fo be used.

4. A unitary and readily separable sectional
indicator for a bingo card and the like of the
type having uniform and contiguous marked rec-
tangles with the markings centered in each re-
spective rectangle, comprising, a frame having a
series of uniform rectangular and contiguous
windows arranged in parallel rows each of said
windows having channelled side walls and a mark-
er slidably mounted in each of said windows
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each marker having its opposite ends slidably
guided by said channelled side walls and having
integral extensions to limit the sliding movement
of the marker to approximately one-half the
width of its associated window, said indicator
being a separate structural unit for simple over-
laying on the bingo card with which it is to be
used.

5. A unitary plural-window indicator for a
bingo card and the like of the type having uni-
form and contiguous marked rectangles with the
markings centered within each rectangle, com-~
prising, a rigid frame having vertical and hori-
zontal cross members subdividing the frame into
a plurality of rows of rectangular contiguous win-
dows the top margin and the side margins of each
window channelled, a marker member for each
windew each marker member having a horizontal
portion adapted to bridege said window, and a pair
of integral vertical legs for limiting the sliding
movement of the marker to approximately one-
half the vertical width of its associated window
each marker being movable vertically to register
with the channel in the said top margin of the
window to render it invisible when out of marking
position.
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