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1o «ll whon it Ny conceri:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM T. MARSH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rich
Hill, in the county of Bates and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Box-
Lid Holder, of which the following isa speci-
fication.

This invention relates to box-lid holders;
and the object in view is to provide a simple
and efficient article of the nature referred to
which will support the 1id of a box in vertical
position or at any desired angle for the pur-
pose of displaying the contents of the box and
also the name or brand printed or otherwise
represented upon the inside surface of such
lid or cover. ‘

The device is particularly designed for use
in connection with cigar-boxes, but may of
course be used upon any box having an at-
tached or hinged lid.

The invention consists in an improved box-
lid holder embodying novel features and de-
tails of construction, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed, illustrated in the drawings, and in-
corporated in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the improved holder,
shown applied to a box and upholding the lid
thereof. Iig. 2 is a detail vertical section
showing the manner in which the holder en-
gages the end of the box. Tig. 3 is a detail
perspective view of a slightly-modified form
of holder. Fig. 4 is a detail vertical section
showing the manner in which the last-named
holder engages the end of the box.

Similarnumerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.

The improved box-lid holder contemplated
in the present invention is preferably formed
from a sheet-metal blank and comprises a
main body 1 of substantially quadrantal
form. 'Where it is desired to hold the box-
lid in a vertical position, the body 1is made
in the exact form of a quadrant, but should
it be desired to hold the lid farther open, or
opened to a less extent, the body 1 is propor-
tionately increased or decreased, butstill pref-
erably refains the form of the segment of a
circle or disk. At its rear edge the body 1 is
provided with flaps or extensions, preferably
three in number, which are bent at right an:

gles to form inwardly-extending lips 2 and 3.
These lips are arranged in different vertical

planes, and two of the lips are arranged in a :

plane in rear of the other intermediate lip, so
that while the upper and lower lips occup ya
positioninrearof the box-lid theintermediate
lip will bear against the front or inner surface
of the 1id when in its raised position. This
disposition of the lips may, however, be re-
versed, or the upper and lower lips arranged
toengage the front or inner surface of the lid,
while the single intarmediate lip engages the
top or rear surface of thelid. Thelips2and
3 also converge toward theirends, so as to ob-
tain a firmer hold upon the lid.

At the bottom or horizontaledge of the body
1 a flap 4 is bent at right angles to form a hori-
zontal ledge or rest which bears against the
top edge of the end of the box, and at the front
and rear of this flap are other flaps or exten-
sions 5 and 6, which project into the box and
bear against the inner surface of the box end.
The front flap or extension 6 is made longer
than the rear one 5 and is provided at its bot-
tom edge with outwardly-projecting teeth for
gripping the box end. TUpon the outside of
the boxend isarranged aplate or jaw 7, which
is connected intermediate its ends to the body
1 by means of a U-shaped spring 8. This
spring is located between the plates 7 and the
body 1 in the proximal horizontal plane of the
horizontal rest 4, and the terminals 9 of the
spring are extended in opposite directions
through openings 10 in said parts, thence
along the opposite surfaces thereof, and reén-
tered through other openings 11, after which
they are clenched against the inner adjacent
surfaces of the plate or jaw 7and the body 1.

The plate or jaw 7 is provided at its bot-
tom edge with inwardly-projecting teeth,
which codperate with those on the flap or ex-
tension 6 to firmly grasp the box end. In
applying the holder the lid is engaged be-
tween the lips 2 and 3, after which the holder

ismoved downward until the flap 6 and plate

or jaw 7 embrace and straddle the box end,
as shown in Fig. 1. When the horizontal

rest 4 contacts with the upper edge of the
box end, the plate 7 is released and the box-
lid will remain open until the holder is again
removed.

The holder illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 is
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the same as that hereinabove described, with
the exception only that the plate or jaw 7
and its spring are dispensed with, and in lieun
thereof a depending flap or extension 12 is
provided opposite to the extension ¢ and
adapted tolie upon the outside of the boxend,
The lower end of this extension is slotted to
receive pivotally a clamp 13, having a disk-
shaped thumb-piece 14, whereby it may be
vibrated, and having a cam-shaped or later-
ally-extended head 15, adapted to bear against
the outer surface of the box in aplaneslightly
above the teeth at the bottom end of the ex-
tension 6. 'When the upper edge of the box
end is introduced between the parts 6 and
12 and the clamp is vibrated, the teeth on
the part 6 are caused to become embedded in
the inner surface of the box, and by reason
of the head 15 of the clamp being in a higher
plane than such teeth the clamp will itself
be locked and prevented from accidentally
disengaging itself, so as to permit the disen-
gagement of the teeth referred to.

It will be apparent that the holder herein-
above described may be ornamented or fin-
ished in any desired or preferred manner and
constructed of any suitable material and that
it may be varied in form, according to the
angle to which it is desired to bring the box-
lid. The holder may be made to fit either
end of the box, or two holders may be em-
ployed upon.the same box, if desired. The

holders are particularly designed for cigar-
boxes, as they facilitate the proper display
of the goods to the best advantage, present
the illuminated label upon the inner surface
of the lid to view, and enable the dealer to
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place a larger number of boxes in the case at
one and the same time.

The invention is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction, which may accord-
ingly be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. A box-lid holder made in the form of a
quadrant and having spaced lips for engag-
ing the box-lid, a flap or extension for engag-
ing one surface of the end of the box, and a
clamping-jaw pivotally connected to the body
of the holder and arranged opposite said flap

for engaging the opposite surface of the end.

of the box, substantially as described.

2. In abox-lid holder, the combination with
the main body thereof having provision for
engaging the box-lid and provided with a de-
pending extension bearing against the inner
surface of the box, in combination with a
movable jaw for engaging the outer surface
of the box, and a spring interposed between
the movable jaw and the body of the holder,
said spring being U-shaped and having its
terminal portions inserted through openings
in said jaw and body and clenched against
the same, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM T. MARSH.

Witnesses:

GEO. A. DAVIS,
Jessie F. HUCKEBY.
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