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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARTIN PADDEN, of 

Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvementin Reversible Latches; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing, forming part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the latch, the top 
plate being removed, showing the position of 
the different parts when in operation. Fig. 2 
is a like view, showing the position of the 
parts of the latch when they are ready for re 
versal; and Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
yoke and sliding stop. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts 
in each. - 

My invention relates to that class of knob 
latches usually known as “reversible latches,” 
where the position of the latch-bolt may be 
changed, so as to place the bevel to suit either 
a right or left hand door; and it consists in 
combining with the slotted yoke a slide, held 
in place by, and working in, the slot of the 
yoke, said slide being provided with a recess 
to receive the head of the bolt, and being ca 
pable of sufficient motion to allow the square 
portion of the bolt to be withdrawn from the 
case and be reversed. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will describe its con 
struction and operation. 
The latch-case A is of the usual or any 

known construction, provided with the hub a, 
working in the yoke B. The arms b b' of the 
yoke B are attached together by the brace c, 
in which is cut the recess d, to receive the 
shank of the bolt. In the slot formed by the 
arms b b' I place the slide E, capable of mo. 
tion in the slot, said slide being provided with 
the recesse, for the reception of the head h of 
the bolt H. The said bolt is of the usual con 
struction in reversible latches, being provided 

With the cylindrical stem.fback of the square 
portion, and the shank i, of less diameter, said 
shank terminating in the head h. The shank 
rests in the recess d of the brace c, and the 

head h in the recesse of the slide. The spring 
S upon the shank i rests between the brace c 
and slide E, holding the several parts in their 
relative positions when the lock is in use. At 
tached to the slide E, and passing under the 
arm b, is the arm k, which extends beside the 
arm b to the edge of the screw-hole l. The 
spring 0, Working against the yoke B, presses 
the latch forward in the usual manner. 
When the latch is in use the several parts 

Occupy the positions shown in Fig. 1. When 
the latch-bolt is to be withdrawn, the hub a is 
turned in the yoke B, and the slide E, held 
against the end of the yoke by the springs, 
Withdraws the bolt H. When the latch is to be 
reversed, the bolt His drawn out of the case, 
the spring S being contracted, and permitting 
the slide to move in the slot sufficiently to free 
the Square portion of the bolt from the case, 
When it can be reversed. When the latch is 
being reversed, the slide-arm k, moving with 
the slide E, passes over the screw-hole l. After 
the latch is attached to the door, the attach. 
ing-screw, passing through said hole, prevents 
the advance of the slide, and at the same time 
precludes the possibility of the reversal of the 
latch. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to Secure by Letters Patent, is 
In a reversible latch, the combination of the 

slotted yoke, the slide, held in place by, and 
Working in, the slot of the yoke, and the swiv 
eling bolt, substantially as and for the pur 
pose specified. 
In testimony whereof I, the said MARTIN 

PADDEN, have hereunto set my hand. 
MARTN PADDEN. 

Witnesses: 
SAML. E. JACOBUS, 
F. W. RITTER, Jr. 


