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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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UNDERGARVENT. 

1,339,116. 

To all chon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, PHILIP A. LUCKETT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Undergar 
ments, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to under garments 

and particularly to drop seat structure 
therein. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

an under-garment having a drop seat open 
ing at both sides below the waist line and 
secured by only a single fastening means. 
I also provide a drop seat having a single 
fastening means located near the center of 
the back, allowing the seat flap to drop 
symmetrically. A further object is to pro 
vide a drop seat having a single fastening, 
and one which has no tendency to gap, 
though it provides a transverse opening 
across substantially the entire width of the 
garment. 
Numerous attempts have been made to 

provide a practical drop seat structure hav 
ing only one detachable fastening, the con 
venience of which is obvious. Such struc 
tures, however, have uniformly been made 
unsymmetrical, opening from one side only 
and requiring considerable stretching and 
distortion of the garment to provide an ade 
quate opening. Such garments furthermore 
have a tendency to gap and Sag due to the 
fact that they have a transverse upper edge 
supported at its opposite ends only. In 
my improved garment I combine the con 
venience of a single detachable connection 
with the full opening advantages of the 
usual straight top drop seat, opening down 
both sides, and further arrange the parts 
of the garment so that the tendency to gap 
is eliminated. Other objects and advantages 
will be apparent from the following de 
scription taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which; 

Figure 1, is a rear view of the garment 
showing the flap in closed position; 

Fig. 2, is a similar view showing the flap 
open. 
My invention includes a union garment 

having the usual front portion 10 which 
preferably is open from the neck to a point 
near the crotch with the usual detachable 

55 connections for the edges thereof. It also 
has the usual rear body portion 11. The 
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seat portion is formed by an upward con 
tinuation of the rear leg portions 12 and is 
tapered from points 13 in the side seams to 
form a triangular seat flap 14 having a but 
ton hole at its upper pointed end 15 adapt 
ed to engage a button 16 at approximately 
the waist line of the wearer. The upper 
edges of Said flap 14 are preferably slightly 
Concave from points 13 to end 15 to decrease 
any tendency to gap at this point and to 
insure a Snug fit along the curve of the 
wearer's body. 
While the seat flap has been described 

as extending to the side seams of the gar 
ment it will be apparent that the garment 
may be constructed without side seams, the 
front portions of the garment being cut to 
extend around the sides and rear of the 
legs to form the seat flap. Regardless of 
the exact method of constructing the seat, 
the opening will extend substantially across 
the entire width of the garment. This will 
permit points 13 to be located relatively 
high in the legs, an advantage over former 
structures where the opening along the side 
seam was at one side of the body only and 
. to extend nearly to the bottom of the 
eg. 
The rear body portion 11 is extended 

downwardly below the waist line and has 
its lower edge underlying and spaced at 
an approximately uniform distance from 
the upper edge of the seat flap 14. This ar 
rangement, as will be seen from Fig. 2, pro 
duces a sharp upward curve in the middle 
portion of said lower edge of the rear body 
portion 11, which underlies flap 14. This 
upward curve is of decided advantage in ac 
commodating the garment to forward bend 
ing motions which make it necessary for the 
seat of the garment either to expand sub 
stantially or to bind the wearer. It will 
be apparent that if the lower edge of this 
underlying portion were even approximately 
straight, it would bind sharply across the 
wearer's buttocks. If desired this extension 
of the rear body portion below the waist 
line may be composed of a separate piece of 
material 19. 
To facilitate bending of the body in a 

forward direction I may insert an elastic 
element in the vertical line of the upper end 
15 of the seat flap 14. This elastic element 
may consist of the common transverse elastic 
strip 17 located at the waist line between 
rear body portion 11 and its extension 19, 
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or it may consist of an elastic strip located in the flap 14, preferably adjacent the tip 
15 thereof as shown at 18. If desired both 
these strips may be used as illustrated in 
Fif 1. t will be seen that my garment provides. 
a complete seat closure free from Sagging, 
having a single point of attachment and 
providing a full symmetrical opening. It 
is also particularly comfortable to wear, 
having resilient portions for accommodating 
direct bending movements and having over 
lapping portions at the sides which accom 
modate with special facility movements of 
the shoulder. 

It is obvious also that my invention is 
applicable to nether garments, and that 
numerous changes may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention as covered in the claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A union undergarment having a sub 

stantially triangular drop seat supported in 
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closed position by a single detachable fas 
5 tiner located adjacent the center of the back, 
the edges of Said drop seat extending down 
wardly and outwardly from said fastener to 
the side seams of the garment to form an 
opening extending substantially across the 
entire width of the rear portion of the gar 
ment. 

2. A union undergarment having a drop 
seat supported in closed position by a single 
detachable fastener located adjacent the 
center of the back, the edges of Said seat ex 
tending downwardly and outwardly from 
said fastener to theside seams of the gar 
ment to form an opening extending substan 
tially across the entire width of the rear por 
tion of the garment, said edge portions 
being concave to permit them to conform 
accurately to the contour of the body re 
gardless of bending movements of the 
Wee. 

3. A union undergarment having a drop 
seat supported in closed position by a single 

1,339,16 

detachable fastener located adjacent the 
center of the back, the edges of Said seat ex 
tending downwardly and outwardly from 
said fastener to the side seams of the gar 
ment to form an opening extending Sub 
stantially across the entire width of the rear 
portion of the garment, and a transversely 
arranged elastic insert located in the ver 
tical line of the detachable fastener and 
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55 
adapted to yield under forward bending 
movements of the body to reduce the strain 
on said fastener. 4. A union undergarment having a drop 
seat supported in closed position by a single 
detachable fastener located adjacent the 
center of the back, the edges of said seat 
extending downwardly and outwardly from 
said fastener to the side seams of the gar 
ment to form an opening extending Sub 
stantially across the entire width of the rear 
portion of the garment, and a transversely 
arranged elastic insert located in the drop 
seat adjacent the detachable fastener and 
extending from edge to edge thereof and 
adapted to yield under forward movements 
of the body to reduce the strain on said 
fastener. - 

5. A union undergarment having a drop 
seat supported in closed position by a single 
detachable fastener located adjacent the 
center of the back, the edges of said seat 
extending downwardly and outwardly from 
said fastener to the side seams of the gar 
ment, and a skirt portion connected to the 
upper back portion of the garment and ex 
tending downwardly beneath, the seat, the 
lower edge of the skirt portion being located 
below and spaced from the upper edges of 
the seat throughout the entire width of the 
garment, said lower edge being curved up 
wardly adjacent the center line of the gar 
ment to prevent constriction of the body 
during forward bending movements. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

mv hand. 
y nan PHILIP A. LUCKETT. 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 


