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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NELSON R. STREETER,
of Groton, in the county of Tompkins and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Last-Block Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
- ings, which form part of this specification.

The nature of my invention relates to an im-
provement in last-block fasteners; and it con-
sists in a pivoted lateh or clasp, which is se-
cured to one or both sides of the last, and
which catches over the rear end of the block,
so as to bind the two parts firmly together, as

- will be more fully described hereafter.

The accompanying drawings represent my
invention.

« represents an ordinary last, and ¢ the block
or instep-piece,
last is the clasp e, which consists of a bent rod
or strip of metal, which straddles the top of
the last, and has a small projection, d, formed
upon its top, behind which the operator catches
with any suitable instrument to move the clasp
back and forth.

‘When the clasp is moved forward, it catches
over the rear end of the block ¢, in a noteh
formed for that purpose, extending across its
top, and binds the block firmly to the last, so
as to prevent both lateral and vertical move-
ment.

Pivoted to each side of the

In Figure 2 is shown a modification of my
improvement, in which the clasp o/ is pivoted
on one side of the last only, and has its other
end, at ¢, bent downward, so as to catch in a
groove or notch, g, cut in the rear end of the
block. The horizontal part of the clasp catches
over a part of the rear end of the block, so as
to hold it down, while the downwardly-turned
end ¢ prevents any sidewise movementin either
direction.

The great advantage of these fastenings over
others is that they can be attached to the last
without having to cut or alter it, with the ex-
ception of a notch or groove across the rear
end of the block; and they are so cheap and
simple that every shoemaker can make and
apply them himself.

I claim—

A last-block fastener composed of a rigid
rod or strip of metal, bent as described, and
pivoted to one or both sides of the last, so as
to freely swing back and forth, in combination
with the block b, having its rear end notched
or slotted to receive the clasp, substantially as
shown and described.

In festimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 21st” day of
November, 1873. '

' N. R. STREETER.

Witnesses:
F. A. LEHMANN,
L. F. RANDOLPH.




