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. UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

' FRED M. GIDDINGS, OF GALESBURG, ILLINOIS. =~ .

' ‘CLOTHESLINE REEL AND. TIGHTENER.

1,324,112,

To all whom it may congern:
_ DBe it known that T, Frer
a-citizen of the United States, a vesident of
Galeshurg, in the county of Knox and State

of Hlinois. have invented new and useful”
Improvements  in Clothesline Reels and
Tighteners, of which the following 15 a spect-

fication, . - :

This invention has reference to new whd
useful improvements in reels and supports
for same for storing clotheslines or' lines
ased for similar purposes, and for stretehing
and holding the same taut after stretching.

One.of the objects,of my invention is a

when removing fram the’post. or other sup-
port, and stored.when not inuse. o

A further objéet of my invention is a reel,
the support for which iz =0 arranged that
the reel is adjusiable to its initial position on
same so that the reel will be in proper aline-
anent with the clothesline leading from the
‘same to other adjacent. postz, or other proper
siipports, to which one end of the clothestine
is secured. , o

A further object of my invention is a reel
so arranged on’ its support, that the clothes:

line may he properly stretched to any desired

tension waen in use.

A further object of my invention 15 o yeel

“that  will secuyely hold the clothesline in

tension during use, and also permits the re-
lease or slacking of the same when desired.

That. the im‘éuti(_n;vm:ly be more fully 4n-
derstood, reference is had to the arcompany-
ing drawings fornii:g.a art of this speci-
fication, in which— L .

TFigure 1 is a side elevation showing niy
reel mounted on its support on a post;

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of my reel shown

in Fig. 15

IFig. 8 is a plan showine my reel in one

.of its adjusted positions, and also shows

other adjustable positions by means of dot-
ted lines; . _ .

Fig. 4 is a transverse section along the line
44 of Fig. 1; L

Fig. 5 is « longitudinal section of the
sleeve on which the reel is mounted; talen
along the line 5—i Fig. 1. -

Like characters of reference denote corre-
sponding parts throughout the figures.

1 designates a post or other suitable means.

upon which the bracket 2 is securely mount-
ed by the screws or any other fastening
means 3. 4 denotes a shaft which is adjust-

* Specification of Letters Patent.

. IFrep M. Gonixes,

reel upon which a clothesline may be reeled, .

Patented Dec. 9, 1019,

Application filed J'uhe lé, 1919. Serial Ne. 305,075. -

ably earried on the bracket 2 by means of
the bolts 5 which, for the purpose of casy
renoval are secured by the thumb nuts 6.
Mounted on the upper side of the shaft 4
and also secured by means of the bolts 5 is

the angularly formed member 7 which ear-

ries the pawl 8 (the purpose of which will be
hereinatter described) swingably mounted
thercon by means of the pin 9. In order to
insure proper bearing for the bracket 2 and
member 7 the shaft 4 has the preferably

flattened portion 10 on its upper and lower -

side. N .

TRotatably mounted on the shaft 4 is the
sleeve 11, the ends of which are provided
with the thiedded portions 12 .and 13 by
means of which the ratchet member 14 and

‘the flanged collar 15 ave securely mounted.

It will he noted by reference to FFig. 1 and
Fig. 4, that the ratchet member 14 is so dis-

posed on the sleeve 11 that the tooth por-

tions 16 of the ratchet member come ‘in
proper alinement with the pawl 8, hereinbe-
fore deseribed.

17 denotes a cireular plate or dish mount-
ed on the sleeve 110 and seeunrely held. by
means -of the serews 13, to the flanged collar
13, the purpose of which will be more fully
deseribed hereinafter. o .

19 denotes certain of the reel mewbers
also secured to the flanged collar by means
of the serews (8 which pass through the cir-
cular disk or plate 17, The inner ends 20
of the reel members 19 are shaped to con-
fornt to the cireular section of the sleeve 11
in order that they may he held in the proper
position in relation to each othér around
said sleeve, The outer ends of the members

19 are bent at 20 to form one side of the

V-shaped portion of the reel. 21 indicates

~other reel members also bent at 20 to form

the opposite side of the V-shaped portion of
the reel. The reel members 21 are secured
to the reel member 19 by means of the rivets
92, which also pass through and secure the
outer rim of the circular plate or disk 17
to the reel members 19, .

Secured to one set of reel members 19 and
21, by nieans of the bolt 23, is a handle 24
by means of which the reel may be rotated
about the axis of the shaft 4

By reference to Fig. 3 it will be noted
that I have shown a group of holes 25 ar-
ranged in pairs in the bracket or support
2 to .accommodate the bolts 5 in the shaft
4; the purpose of which is to permit the
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adjusting of the shaft 4 in its initial posi-
tion to aline itself to dotted lines 26. It will
thus be easily understood, that by this ad-
justment of the initial position of shaft 4,
that the reel which is indicated by the dotted
lines 27 can be set to aline with the draft
of the clothesline from almost any direction.

The circular plate or disk 17 is embodied
as an element in the reel structure, not be-,
cause ‘it enhances the operation or useful-
ness of the device, but merely as a means

-on which an advertisement may be placed

to designate the dealer handling the same.
In other words, if desired, a dealer may
give the reel away as a premium for sales
of certain cash value, and when so doing
his name, place of business and list of goodls
handled may be placed thereon to advertise
his business.

In operation, the reel'is first placed on
the shaft 4, mounted on the bracket 2, and
rotatably held in position by the cotter pin
28. The clothesline is then distributed to
the various posts or other supporting means,
after which, the reel is rotated about the
axis of the shaft 4 to take back any slack in
the clothesline. When the slack has been
taken back on the reel and the line is ready
for the final stretching, the outgoing line
is removed from™ the V-shaped portion of
the reel and through the further rotation of
the reel is wrapped about the sleeve 11 as’
shown in Fig. 3, until the desired tautness
of the line is accomplished, and is held by
means of the pawl 8 engaging the tooth
portions 16 of the ratchet member 14 se-
cured to the sleeve 11.° :

When it is desired to remove the clothes- |
line, the reel may be turned sufliciently hy
means of the handle 24 to permit. the release
of the pawl 8 from the tooth portion 16 of
the ratchet member 14. The pawl may he
then swung back to permit the slacking and
release of the clothesline from the adjacent.
posts, or other supporting means, after
which, the clothesline may be wound on the
reel. The reel with the clothesline thereon
may be then dismounted from the shaft 4
by removing the cotter pin 28 from the
shaft 4, and stored until further required.

What I claim is: :

1. In a-clothesline yeel, in combination,-a -

bracket member, a_shaft,"means for secur-
ing said shaft to said member in different

angular positions, a ‘sleeve, means for de-
tachably attaching said sleeve on said shaft,
a ratchet wheel on one end of said- sleeve,

line receiving members ofithe opposite end

of said sleeve,-and a pawl pivotally con-
nected with said shaft and adapted to have
engagement with the teeth on said wheel.
2. In a clothesline reel, in combination, a
hracket member, a shaft, means for securing
said shaft to said member in different an.
gular positions, a sleéve, means for detach-
ably attaching said sleeve on said shaft, a
ratchet tooth member threaded on one end
of said sleeve, a flinged collar threaded on

the opposite end of said sleeve, line receiv.
70 -

ing members connected with said collar, a
handle attached to one of said line receiving
members, an arm attached to the shaft, and
a pawl pivotally connected with said arm
and adapted to have engagement with the
teeth on said ratchet tooth member.

3. In a clothesline reel, in combination,
a bracket member, a shaft, means for secur-
ing said shaft to said member in different
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angular positions, a sleeve, means for de- -

tachably attaching said sleeve on said shaft,
a ratchet tooth member on one end of said
sleeve, a flanged collar on the opposite end
of said slecve, line receiving members ex-

80

tending radially from and secured to said

collar, a disk interposed between said collar
and said line receiving meriibers, and secured
thereto, and a pawl pivotally.connected with
said shaft and adapted to have engagement
with the teeth on said wheel.

4. In a clothes line reel, in combination,

a_bracket member, aishaft, means for se-
curing said shaft tosiid member in different
angular positions, an elongated sleeve hav.
ing on one end a ratchet tooth member and
on the opposite end line receiving members,

ber and said line receiving members pro-

vided “for the coiling of the line ahout said |

sleeve, means for detachably attaching said
sleeve on said shaft, a pawl pivotally "con-
nected to the inner end of the shaft and
adapted to have engagement with the teeth
on said ratchet tooth member, and a handle
secured to one of said line receiving mem-
bers. :
In witness whereof, I have hereunto af-
fixed my, band this 9th day of June, 1919.
* FRED M. GIDDINGS.
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