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- My present invention relates to guard rails, 
and more particularly to a guard rail for Sport 
ing events involving animals. 
it. The principal object of the present invention 
is to provide a guard rail for a race track, polo 
field, or similar area, which will protect the 
horses against injury. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
r. A further object of the present invention is 
to provide a safety guard rail, which will prevent 
horses, or other animals from being injured by 
splinters. . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a guard rail which will protect horses 
or other animals from serious injury... - - - - 
With the above and other objects and advan 
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tageous features in view, my invention consists 
of a novel arrangement of parts more fully dis 
closed in the detailed description following,...in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
and more particularly defined in the appended 
claims. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the drawings, Fig. 1 is a perspective view 
of a section of guard rail embodying my inven 
tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

Fig.2 is a section thereof. taken online:2-2 
on Fig.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
- Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of a portion 
of the guard rail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 on Fig. 2. 
Race tracks, polo fields and similar Sporting 

areas involving animals are provided with guard 
rails defining the track or field. In the case of 
racetracks, the inner rail is the shortest dis 
tances around and race horses are trained to 
bearinwardly towards the rail. Very; often, a 
horse is bumped into the rail, or bolts into the 
rail, and serious injury can result to both the 
horse and the jockey. Many times valuable race 
horses must be destroyed because of violent con 
tact with the track rail. . . . . 

Polo fields are provided with a very low wooden 
rail defining the playing area and occasionally 
apolopony will stumble against such a rail and 
suffer serious injury. .. . . . . . . . . 
The present invention is designed to provide 

a guard rail which is rigid enough and firm 
enough to act as a proper railing for defining 
the track or polo field area, but which will give 
and even collapse under the impact of a horse 
without injuring the animal. . . . . . . . . . 
The present invention may be modified to ap 

ply, to any type of area involving horses or other 
animals. However, for purposes of illustration, 
I have shown the present invention as applied 
to a race track guard rail. 
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The race track, guard rail is usually approxi 
mately 30 inches high and the upper surface of 
the rail must be well defined so that the jockey 
can readily see the rail. Most jockeys take a 
quick glance downwardly and it is, often diffi 
cult for them to properly define the rail on a 
cloudy or rainy day from their position on a 
Speeding race horse. For this reason, in the 
present invention the upper surface. of the rail 
has been made wider than the side edgethereof and slightly angularly disposed to give the jockey 
the most favorable view, thereof. Referring to 
the drawings, I provide a plurality of rail posts 
to of rigid material such as steel or iron tubing, 
of any desired cross section, but preferably rec 
tangular cross section, as shown in Fig. 4. This 
will give the posts 0 more rigidity. The posts 
O may be imbedded in concrete or cement, 
as shown in Fig. 2, or, if desired, may be posi 
tioned in a removable socket in the concrete for ready replacement. To protect the feet, of the 
horses against contact with the steel or iron 
posts to, each post may be covered with a rubber 
sheathing 2, as shown in Fig. 4. The posts to 
comprise vertical portions 3 and integral loop 
portions at the upper end of generally rectangu 
lar shape. These loop portions comprise an up 
per downwardly inclined portion f 4, a compara 
tively short vertical portion 5 and terminate in 
a lower horizontal portion 6 which extends back 
against the vertical portion 13, as shown in Fig. 
2. This provides an extended area laterally of 
the vertical portion of the post and having a 
wide upper portion 4 inclined at an angle. , 
The posts fomay be positioned the conven 

tional, eight feet apart along the inner edge of 
the track, with the upper loop portion extend 
ing laterally outwardly toward the track area. 
In this manner, the horses will always be kept 
a sufficient distance away from the vertical por 
tion of the posts so as to prevent their legs acci 
dentally kicking the posts. The rail portion com 
prises a plurality of L-shaped sheets of rubber 

, the long leg 8 extending across the top 
arms 4 of the posts 0, and the short legs: 9 
extending vertically outside the short arms 5 
of the posts fo, as shown in Fig. 2. The rubber 
sheets 7 are provided at the corner juncture of 
the legs 8 and 9 with a solid integral rubber 
bead portion 20 to give the sheet rigidity. The 
rubber lengths. It may be provided to cover two 
or more of the posts f0, but preferably are just 
slightly longer than the distance between two 
posts. They can then be. positioned with their 
ends, in overlapping relationship in the direc 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



3. 
tion of the running of the horses (counterclock 
wise in the United States). This will prevent 
the horse from rubbing against the rail and en 
gaging the Overlapping edge of the length of rub 
ber sheeting 7. 
To fasten the guard rail sheets 7 to the posts 

and to provide them with additional rigidity, I 
prefer to interlace each sheet 7 with lengths of 
rubber covered wire 2, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. 
The upper portion 8 of each sheet may be inter 
laced with two spaced rows of wires 2, and the 
Short vertical portion may be interlaced with one 
row of wires 2 . By using a stiff rubber covered 
wire, the rubber sheeting 7 may be given rigidity. . 
in addition to the bead portion 20 along the com 
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paratively thin portions 7 and 9. At the ter. . ; 

a sufficient number of turns, three shown, to hold 
the sheets T rigidly to the posts, but to permit a 
release of the section of rail under the impact of 
a plunging horse. . . . . 
With the above construction, it is evident that - 

I have provided a guard rail which is sufficiently. 
rigid for the purposes required and which will 
give the jockey an adequate view of the rail from 
a speeding horse. The width of the upper por 
tion for this purpose may be approximately six 
inches. The turned fastenings of the wire to the 
posts ?o are made strong enough to withstand the 
accidental bumping which often takes place in a 
race. If a horse should be bumped sidewise into 
the rail, it will give slightly and enable the horse 
to right itself without injury to the horse or 
rider. in view of the smooth surface of the rub 
ber, the horse will not pick up splinters nor tear. 
its skin in any manner. Should a horse bolt and 
plunge directly into the guard rail, the wires 2 
will unwind under the impact of the horse and 
the section of guard rail will give way. The horse 
may stumble and even fall, but he will not break 
any bones nor suffer any injury by virtue of his 
hitting a solid wooden rail. Occasionally a horse. 
will even try to jump over a rail and be seriously 
injured thereby. It is quite obvious that the rail 
of the present invention will collapse under the 
weight of the horse before the horse is injured. 

If desired, the posts 0 may be placed into re 
movable sockets or even in collapsible sockets, so 
that the posts themselves will give way under the 
weight of the horse. . . . . . . 
While I have described a specific embodiment 

of my invention, it is obvious that changes may 
be made in the size, shape and relative arrange 
ment of parts without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined i 
pended claims. . . . 

I claim: . . . . 
1. A guard rail comprising a plurality of spaced 

posts, each of said posts having the top end 
thereof formed into a generally rectangular loop 
extending laterally from said post, and a resil 
ient sheet rubber rail having an L-shaped cross 
section extending between said posts, one leg of 
said L-shape extending horizontally across the 
top of said loop portion and the vertical leg ex 
tending along the outer vertical edge of said 
loop. . . . . . - . . . . 

2. A guard rail comprising a plurality of 

4. 
leg of said L-shape extending horizontally across 
the top of said loop portion and the vertical leg 
extending along the outer vertical edge of said 
loop, the corner edge of said rail having an inte 
gral stiffening bead. 

3. A guard rail comprising a plurality of 
Spaced posts, each of said posts having an in 
tegral generally rectangular portion extending 
laterally adjacent the top end thereof, and a 
resilient rail having an E-shaped, cross-section 
extending between said posts, one leg of said L 
shape extending horizontally across the top of 
said rectangular portions and the vertical leg ex 
tending along the outer vertical edge of said rec 
tangular portions, said resilient rail having a plu 

trality of wires interlaced longitudinally thereof, mination of each length of sheeting fT, the wire . . 
may be wrapped around the adjacent portion of 
the post as shown in Fig. 2. It is preferable that. 
the wire be not tied to the posts but merely given ; 

said wires being fastened to said posts. 
4. A guard rail comprising a plurality of Spaced 

: posts, each of said posts having the top end 
thereof formed into a generally rectangular loop 
extending laterally from said post, and a resilient 
sheet rubber rail having an L-shaped cross-sec 
tion extending between said posts, one leg of said 

30 

L-shape extending horizontally across the top of 
said loop portion and the vertical leg extending 
along the outer vertical edge of said loop, said 
resilient rail having a plurality of wires inter 
laced longitudinally thereof, said wires being fas 
tened to said posts. . . . . . . . . . . . . ; ; ; 

5. A guard rail comprising a plurality of spaced 
posts, each of said posts having the top tend 
thereof formed into a generally rectangular, loop 
extending laterally from said post, and a resilient 
sheet rubber rail, having an L-shaped CrOSS-Sec 
tion extending between said posts; one leg of Said 
L-shape extending horizontally acroSS the top of 
said loop portion and the vertical leg extending 
along the outer vertical edge of said loop, the 
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spaced posts, each of said posts having the top 
end thereof formed into a generally rectangular 
loop extending laterally from Said post, and a re 
silient, sheet rubber rail having an L-shaped 
cross-section extending between Said posts, one 75 

corner edge of said rail having an integral stiffen 
ing bead, said resilient rail having a plurality of 
wires interlaced longitudinally thereof, said wires 
being fastened to said posts. . 

6. A guard rail comprising a plurality of Spaced 
posts, each of Said posts having an integral gent 
erally rectangular portion extending laterally ad 
jacent the top end thereof, and a resilient rail 
having an L-shaped cross-section extending be 
tween said posts, one leg of said L-shape extend 
ing horizontally across the top of said rectangu 
lar portions and the vertical leg extending along 
the outer vertical edge of said rectangular por 
tions, said resilient rail having a plurality of 
wires interlaced longitudinally thereof, said wires 
being fastened to said posts to retain said rail 
on said posts under normal pressure' but to re 

posts under a sudden heavy-im 
7. A guard rail comprising a plurality of spaced 

posts, each of said posts having the top end 
thereof formed into a generally rectangular loop 
extending laterally from said post, and a resilient 
sheet rubber rail having an L-shaped cross-sec 
tion extending between said posts, one leg of said 
L-shape extending horizontally across the top of 
said loop portion and the vertical leg. extending 
along the outer vertical edge of said loop, Said re 
silient rail having a plurality of wires: inter 
laced longitudinally thereof, said wires being fas 
tened to said posts to retain said rail on said 
posts under normal pressure but to release from 
said posts under a sudden heavy impact. ::, ; 

8. A guard rail comprising a plurality of Spaced 
posts, each of said, posts having the top end 
thereof formed into a generally rectangular loop. 
extending laterally from said post, and a resilient 
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sheet rubber rail having an L-shaped cross-sec 
tion extending between said posts, one leg of REFERENCEs CITED 
Said L-shape extending horizontally across the . The following references are of record in the 
top of said loop portion and the vertical leg ex- file of this patent: 
tending along the outer vertical edge of said loop, 5 the corner edge of said rail having an integral UNITED STATES PATENTS 
stiffening bead, said resilient rail having a plu- Number Name Date 
rality of wires interlaced longitudinally thereof, 2,088,001 Schulz ------------ July 27, 1937 
said wires being fastened to said posts to retain 2,101,176 Height ------------- Dec. 7, 1937 
said rail on said posts under normal pressure lo 2,228,652 Dailey ------------ Jan. 14, 1941 
but to release from Said posts under a sudden FOREIGN PATENTS 
heavy impact. Number Country Date 

EDWARD WELCH. 567,071 Great Britain ------ Jan. 26, 1945 


