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IMPROVEMENT IN PoTATo-DIGGERs. 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part cf the satne 
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To all zvlhom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NICHoLAs VANDENBURGH, of Schuylersville, inthecounty of Saratogaandin the State 

of New York, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Potato-Digger; and do hereby declare 
that the followingis a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being luad to the accompanying draw 
ing and to the letters of reference marked tlhereon, 
making a part of this specification. 
The nature of my invention consists in the construc 

tion and arrangement of a potato-digger, as will be 
hereinafter fully set forth. 

In order to enable others skilled in the art to wlnich 
ny invention appertains to make and use tlue same, 
I will novy proceed to describe its construction and 

º operation, referringto theannexed drawing, in which– 
Figure 1 is a side view, and 
Figure 2, a plam view of my machine. 
A repiesents a boxor frane, of any suitable dimen 

sions, mounted upom wheels. 
Through the center of this box passes a horizontal 

slhaft, a, on whiclu, near eacli end, within the box, is 
placed a circular flange, b. 

This flange is, by a series of slotted curved arums, 
B B, connected with a rim, C, as shown in fig. 1. 
Through each set of slotted arms B B, that is, 

through the corresponding arms at each end of the 
slhaft, passes a rod, d, provided with a number of teetlu, 
e e, which pass between guide-rods.j:f, connecting the 
outer, edges of the two rims C C, at or opposite the 
ends of tlue slotted arms B B. 
Around the outside of the two rims C C, and con 

necting the same, should be a cylinder, provided with 
lholes for the teetli e e to pass through;. said cylinder 
also to have a projectingflange around each e?d. This 
wlnole cylinder, with its interior mechanism, to be re 
volved by means of suitable gearing, connected with 
one or both of the driving-wheels. . 
As the cylinder revolves, a pin, h, on the outside of 

| each rim C, strikes a lever, D, pivoted on the inside of 
the box A; the otherend of said lever then strikes the 

end of the rod d, forcing the same to the outerend of 
the arm B. 
Assoonas the pinh has passed tlhellever D, a spring, 

IE, returns said lever toits original position, to be again 
turned by the next pin, and to operate the next rod. 
The rod d, having been moved to the outer end of 

the arms B, the teethee projectinga suitable distance 
beyond the cylinder or casing, the rod is held there 
·wlile the cylindermakesaboutone-halfofa revolution, 
by means of tlie flange G, which is secured on the in 
side of the box, and on the outside of wlnich fiange the 
end of the rod d moves. • 
· While tlne te?tlh are in tllis position, tlhey enter the 
luill and come under tlie potatoes, carrying thu same 
up with them on the outside of the casing or cylinder. 
When the cylinder has completed the half revolution 
spoken of the ends of the rod d pass under anotlher 
flange orcam, H, on the inside of the box. This flange 
or cam is so constructed as to force the rod: d imward 
to the innerends of the arms B, withdrawing the teetli 
from the outside of the cylinder, the potatoes remain 
ing on top of the cylinder, and then fall offom a screen 
.arranged for that purpose on the back of the cylinder. 

Having thus fully described my inventiou, 
What Íclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. The slotted arms B B, connecting the flange b 

and rim C, and forming guides for the rakes de, in 
whichi tlie sanne are moved out and in, substantially as 
and for the purposes hereiu set forth. 

2. The combination of the slhaft a, flange b, slotted 
arms B B, rim C, pins l h, lever D, spring E, and 
carms or flanges G G and H, all constructed and ar 
ranged to operate substantially as and for tlne pur 
poses lherein set forth. 

Intestimony that Iclaim the foregoing, I have here 
unto set my hand this 16th day of September, 1870. 

NICHOLAS VAINDEN BURGH. 
Witnesses: 

.A. N. MARR, 
A. A. YEATMAN. 

  


