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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CORNELIUS A. WHITE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Car-
lisle, in the county of Nicholas and State of
Kentueky, have invented a new and useful
Billet or Strap Clamp for Saddles, of which
the following is a specification.

_This invention relates to billet or strap
clamps for saddles, and it has for its object
toprovideanewand useful device of thischar-
acter adapted to be used in connection with
harness or gig saddles, for the purpose of pro-
viding simple and efficient means for detach-
ably clamping to the skirt of the saddle the
billet or buckle strap to which the extremi-
ties of the girth are buckled.

To'this end the main and primary object of
the present invention is to provide a connec-
tion between the billet or buckle strap and the
skirt of the saddle which will dispense with
stitching, will withstand the wear of the shaft
tug thereon, and will provide means whereby
a person unskilled in the art can readily re-
move and replace the billet or strap without
defacing the skirt or pad of the saddle.

‘With these and other objects in view which
will readily appear as the nature of the in-
vention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel construction, combination
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully described, illustrated and claimed.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a harness or gig sad-
dle showing the herein-described clamp con-
nected with the skirt of the saddle. Fig. 2
is a central longitudinal sectional view of the
clamp in its applied position. Fig. 3 is a de-
tail in perspective of the inner base plate.
Fig. 4 is a similar view of the outer recessed
cap plate.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates one end of a harness or gig saddle
provided with the usual skirt 2, and adapted
to be fitted on the inner side of the skirt 2, is
the inner base plate 3, of the herein-described
clamp. The inner base plate 3, is somewhat
elongated and isslightly curved toconform to
the curvature of the skirt at thé point where
it is attached, and said base plate is provided
near one end with the interiorly threaded col-
lar 4, projected from one side thereof and
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adapted to register in the collar opening 5,

formed in the skirt 2, of the saddle. At an
intermediate point and projected from the
same side as the interiorly threaded collar 4,
the said elongated base plate is further pro-
vided with the off-standing securing stud 6,
that is adapted to engage in oune of the stud
openings 7, formed in the saddle skirt below
the collar opening 5, and near its lower end
the said base plate is pierced by the lower
stud opening 8, adapted to align with the
lower of the stud openings 7, formed in the
saddle skirt. .
The saddle skirt 2, is adapted to have con-
nected thereto on the outside thereof at the
pointwhere the base plateislocated the upper
end of the billet or strap 9, which is the strap
to which the ends of the girth are buckled
in the ordinary manner, and in the present
invention, the said billet or strap is securely
and detachably clamped onto the skirt by
means of the outer recessed cap plate 10.
The outer cap plate 10, is surrounded at its
edge by an inclosing flange 11, that forms a
recessed inner side or pocket to receive the
upper end of the billet or strap 9, and said
cap plate is tapered off thin to its upper end
as at 12, in order to be disposed as much out
of the way as possible of the shaft tug that
is arranged outside of the skirtof the saddle
at this point. The said cap plate 10, is pro-
vided near its upper end with the counter-
sunk secrew opening 13, that is adapted to be
aligned with a similar epening 14, in the up-
per end of the billet or strap and is adapted
to receive therein the clamp screw 15, that
also passes into and engages the interiorly
threaded collar 4, of the base plate 3, thereby

-firmly securing the base plate in position and

clamping the cap plate onto the upper end
of the billet or strap. The cap plate 10, is
further provided near its lower end with the
inwardly extended securing stud 16, that is
adapted to pass through a stud opening 17,
in the upper end of thebillet orstrap and also
through the. aligned stud openings in the
lower end of the base plate 2, and the saddle
skirt, thereby completing a connection that
renders it impossible for the billet or strap
to be disconnected from the saddle skirt with-
out removing the screw 15.
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When the inner base plate 3, 1is once fitted
in position it will be obvious that the clamp
will outwear the saddle and will always pro-
vide means for readily removing and replac-
ing the billet or strap without injuring the
saddle in any particular, and other advan-
tages than those stated will readily appear
to those skilled in the art.

Changes in the form, proportion and the
minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Ilaving thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The herein-described billet or strap clamp
consisting of an inner base plate adapted to

. be fitted to the inner side of a saddle skirt
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and provided with an interiorly threaded col-
lar adapted toengage an opening in thesaddle
skirt and a stud opening aligning with a simi-
lar opening in the saddle skirt, the outer cap
plate having an inwardly extended securing
stud adapted to fit in said aligned stud open-
ings and a similar opening in the upper end
of a Dbillet or strap, and a screw opening, and
a clamping screw adapted to pass through
the screw opening of the cap plate and to en-
gage the interiorly threaded collar of said
base plate, substantially as set forth.

2. In a billet or strap eclamp, the combina-
tion with a saddle skirt and a billet or strap
having aligned openings therein; of an in-
ner base plate adapted to be fitted to the in-
ner side of the saddle skirt and provided with
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a threaded opening aligning with the open-
ings in the skirt and the billet or strap, a re-
movable outer cap plate having an inner re-
cessed side embracing one end of the billet
or strap and having a loose interlocking con-
nection with the inner base plate, said outer
cap plate being provided with a screw open-
ing, and a clamping serew passed through the
scrow opening of the cap plate, the aligned
openings of the skirt and the billet or strap,
and engaging in the threaded opening of the
inner base plate, substantially as set forth.

3. The herein described billet or strap elamp
consisting of an inner base plate adapted to
be arranged at the inner side of a saddle skirt
and provided with an interiorly threaded col-
lar registering in an opening in the saddle
skirt, an off-standing securing stud adapted
to register in a stud opening in the saddle
skirt, and a lower stud opening adapted to
align with a similar opening in the saddle
skirt, a removable outer cap plate having an
inner recessed side adapted to embrace one
end of a billet or strap, a ecountersunk screw
opening and an inwardly extended securing
stud adapted to pass through an opening in
the billet or strap and the aligned stud open-
ings in the skirt and base plate, and the
clamping screw, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

CORNELIUS A. WHITE.
Witnesses:
¥. H. ADAIR,
CALVIN DARNALL.
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