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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CuarLes A. CHENEY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Madison, in the county of Dane and State of
Wisconsin, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Closures for Cans or
Like Receptacles; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a tull, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to improvements in
closures for cans or like receptacles; and it has
for its object to provide a closure which in ad-
dition to closing the vessel may be utilized
to remove the contents from the vessel.

To this end the invention consists in certain
novel details of construction and combina-
tions and arrangements of parts, all as will be
now described, and the particular featuresof
novelty pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
wherein a preferred embodiment. of the in-
vention is illustrated, Figure 1 is a sectional
view of a can embodying the present inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a top plan view showing the
closure in place upon the can. Fig. 3 is a
view showing the closure removed with han-
dle bent up in place. Fig. 4 shows a blank
from which the closure may be formed. Fig.
5 is a longitudinal sectional view of the clo-
sure.

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures indicate the same parts.

Referring to the drawings, the letter-A in-
dicates a can or receptacle of any material
and shape, in the present instance being rec-
tangular in cross-section with rounded corners.
In the preferred embodiment the receptacle
is made solid—that is, without the usual re-
movable cover—and in one of the ends, as B,
an opening /is cut. This opening may be of
any desired shape and located anywhere in
the end of the can; but in the present in-
stance the opening is made in one of the
corners and is sector shape. The can or re-
ceptacle is filled through this opening when,
as shown, the box is made without the re-
movable cover.

Forremoving the contents from the can or
receptacle the device shown in Figs. 3 and 5
is employed, with which is also combined
means for closing the opening in the can.
Referring particularly to said Figs. 8 and 5,
this device, it will be seen, resembles an ordi-
nary scoop, having the body or bowl! portion
C and handle D. This scoop may be struck
up from a single picce of sheet metal, a
blank being shown in Fig. 5. Carried by
the back portion of the scoop is a stopper
or filling-piece E of some yielding material,
as cork, shaped to fit within the opening in
the can. It may be secured to the sCoop-
back in any desired or preferred manner,
but in the present instance this is accom-
plished by striking up-a spud or point of
metal F from the back of the scoop, which
is forced into the stopper E and clenched.

When the stopper or closure is inserted in
the opening in the can, the bowl C extends
down into the interior of the can. To pre-
vent the scoop from falling through the open-
ing into the can, the back of the scoop is made
larger than the opening in the receptacle and
extends beyond the edge of the opening, as
will be readily understood.

When the cans are placed on the market,
the opening will be closed, as above described,
and that portion of the scoop which will sub-
sequently constitute the handle D will lie flat
on top of the can end and be held down by a
drop of solder or otherwise, all as shown in
Fig. 2. If, as shown, the sides of the can
extend beyond the endsthereot, a filling-piece,
as H, of paper, board, or other snitable mate-
rial, may be employed, which will aid in keep-
ing the can air-tight.

When it is desired to open the can, all that
is necessary is to separate the handle portion
D from the can, which may be done by in-
serting a knife-blade or other instrument be-
low said handle portion D and prying upward,
thus breaking the solder. When the can has
been opened, the handle portion is bent to the
position shown in Figs. 3 and 5, so that it
may be more readily grasped. The contents
of the can may be removed by using the scoop,
as will be readily understood.

While the can has been described and shown
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essential and the invention is equally well
adapted for use in connection with cans hav-
ing removable covers. So, too, the scoop
need not be made from one piece of metal.

With a device such as described the can
may be securely closed and at the same time
there is always at hand ready for use an im-
plement with which the contents may be re-
moved. :

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ,

1. The combination with a receptacle hav-
ing an opening in ome of its walls, of a clo-
sure therefor having a scoop-like body extend-
ing into the receptacle, and a portion, consti-
tuting a handle, adapted to be turned down
upon the body of the receptacle and remov-
ably secured thereto, whereby the closure will
be held in place; substantially as described.

9. The combination with a receptacle hav-
ing an opening in one end, of a closure there-
for formed from a single piece of sheet metal
and having a scoop-like body portion, extend-
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ing into the réceptacle, a filling-piece adapted

to fit the opening in the end of the receptacle
and a handle portion lying flat on the end of
the receptacle and detachably secured thereto;
substantially as described.

3. The combination with a receptacle, of a
closure formed from a single piece of sheet
metal, having a scoop-like body adapted to
extend into the receptacle, the filling-piece
adapted to fit the opening in the receptacle,

-the spud or point for holding the filling in

place and the handle portion; substantially ds
described. ‘
" 4. The combination with a receptacle hav-
ing an opening in one end of a closure there-
for having a scoop-like body adapted to ex-
tend into the receptacle, a filling-piece car-
ried by the back portion of the scoop and fit-
ting.the opening in the receptacle, and the
handle for the scoop; substantially as de-

scribed.
CHARLES A. CHENEY.
‘Witnesses: ‘
C. F. Hoprxrins,
J. LErCH.
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