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To all ?thom') ?té may concé?°m' 
Be it known that I, IDoNALD W. RrOHARDS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
San Jose, in the county of Santa Clara and 
State of 'California, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Foldin 
Cots; and I do declare the following_to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of th?.in 
wention, such as will enable others skilled in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the Same. ? 
This invention relates to an improved fold 

ing cot and has special reference to a cot used for camping purposes. One object of 
the invention' is to provide a cot having an 
improved type of metal frame formedQf 
angle iron ?nd so constructed that the Side 
rails may be disconnected from_the Support ing legs and the Supporting legs released 
from an extending or operative position tO 
a folded position against the end bars, the 
side rails being formed in separable SectionS 
which may be rolled into the fabric or Spring 
structure when the cot is not in use. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

wide improwed means for releasably connect 
ing the sections of the side rails, the inner end portions of the side rails being pOSi 
tioned in owerlapping relation and SO com 
nected that they will be securely but releaS 
ably held in engagement with each other. 
Another object of the invention is to So 

construct this connection that the Sections 
of the rails will be prevented from hawing 
transwerse mowement when connected. 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
wide a cot which will be strong and durable, 
simple in construction, cheap to produce and 
easy to assemble or take apart. ~ 
This invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective wiew of the im prowed cot. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective wiew, showing One 

corner portion of the improved cot. 
Fig.8 is a fragmentary perspégtive view 

showing one end portion of a side_rail in 
engagement_with a Supporting_leg, the Sup 
porting leg being shown partially in Section. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective wiew of the ower 

lapping inner" end portions of the Sections 
forming a side bar. · · 

Fig. 5 is a wiew showing the inner end 
portions of the Sections forming a side bar 
in elewation. 
This coj is provided with a frame formed 

principally.Qf angle iron and provided at 
each end With a cross bar or end bar 1 hav 
ing supporting legs 2 pivotally connected 
therewith by means of rivets 3 which extend through registering openings_formed in the . 

g depending fiange of the end bar · and in 
wardly.éxtending fianges of_the supporting 
legs. These inwardly extending_fl8nges ex 
tend beyond the lower ends of the outer or SideS flanges_of the Supporting legs and the 
extended end portions are bent to provide 
|seats 4 whigh extend inwardly and prevent 
the Supporting from hawing a tendency 
to be forced into the ground. Bracing strips 
5 are pivotally connected with the depend 
ing fiange of the end bar 1 and have their 
free end_portions cut to provide pockets so 
that the bracing strips may be brought into 
hooked engagement with the pins 6carried 
by the Supporting legs. It will thus be seen 
that when the cot is not in use, the brac 
ing stripS may be released from the support 
ing legS and Swung upwardly to extend lon 
gitudinally of the end bars. The support 
ing legs can then be swung inwardly to ex 
tend longitudinally, of the end bars and the 
wire spring fabric ? may be rolled to form 
a neat bundle. · · 
The sidebars are indicated in general by 

the numeral.8 and each is provided with end 
$ections.9 and 10 which are formed of angle 
iron. The inner_end portion of the section 
9. extends_in overlapping relation to the sec 
tion 10 when the two sections are connected 
and this Section 9 has its inner end prowided 
With notches 11 and 12 into which will fit 
the pinS 18 and 14 carried by the inner end 
portion of the Section 10. A pin 15 is car 
ried by the depending side flange of the sec 
tion 10 and will fit into a notch 16 formed in 
the depending side flange of the Section 9, a 
latching plate_17 being pivotally connected 
with the side flange of this section by means 
of a rivet 18 So that the latching plate ma 
be Swung to position the pin 15 in the notc 
19 of this latching plate and thus_serve to 
prevent downward mowement of the inner 
end_portions of the two sectionS 9 and_10. 
A plate 20 is connected with the depending 
side flange at the outer end of each of these 
Sections 9 and 10 and is provided with a 
hook 21 and a smub 22, the hook 21 being 
adapted to paSS through * an Opening 28 
formed in the coóperating Supporting leg 2 
and the Snub 22 being adapted to pass 
through an opening or slot 24 formed in the 
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supporting leg above the opening or slot 28, and which is easy to set up or take apart and 
It should be noted that the hook 21 is cut which will be further held in a set-up po 
from its under edge to provide a seat or " sition, and not liable to collapse when in use. 
pocket 25 to 
ment between the hook and the inwardly ex tending flange, of the Supporting legº as 
shown clearly. in Rig. 8, the end bar 
is connected with the Supporting leg. 
When this got is to be set up, the spring 

fabric is unrolled upon the ground and the 
legs are extended and held in 

the extended position by means of the brac 
ing strips b. The fabric will be placed upon 
the ground So that the Supporting legs will 

| extend upWardly or in other words when 
Setting up the Got it will be assembled in 
an upside-down position. The end sections · 
of the side rails will be put in place with 
the hooks and Snubs fitting , into the slots 
28 and 24 and the immer end portions of the 
Side barS will be brought into overlapping 
relation_With the pins 18 and 14 fitting into 
the notches 11 and 12. Pressure can then be 
applied to the inner ends of the sections 10 
and by downward pressure, the pins 15 of ̀ 
the two sections 10 will be brought into the 
notches 16 of the two sections' 9. The Se 
curing or latching plates1'f can then be 
Swung to the operative_position disclosed in 
Fig. 1 and the cot will be secured in the set 

| up position. : In order to prevent any dan- ?? 
ger of side_play between the overlapped end 
portions of the two sections 9 and 10, each 

. . of the sections 9 has been provided with a 
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guard plate 26 formed of angle iron and se 
cured to the side bar section 9 and prowided 
With a .depending Side flange 2f for engag- " 
ing the inner edge of the section 10 and thus 
preventing any transwerse movement. After 
the cot has been assembled, it can be turned 
0wer So that it will rest upon the ground in 
the operative position as shown in Fig. 1. 
When it is no longer desired to use the cot, 

· · the Operation will be the reverse, the cot 
being placed upon the ground with the Sup 
porting legS extending upwardly and the 
fasteners - 17being then released and the 
preSSure applied to Swing the sections of the 
Side bars upwardly. This will spring the 
inner end portions of the side rail sections 
Out of engagement and by further upward 
movement, the end rails can be entirely dis 
connected from . the supporting legs. ''. The 
bracing strips 8, will be mowed out of en gagement with' the Supporting legs and the 
Supporting legs Swung inwardly after which 
the side railsections will be placed upon 
the spring fabric and longitudinally of the 
end bars at one end of the fabric. . The 
fabric will be ' rolled and after the roll has 
been formed, a suitable strap or other fas 
tener may be passed around the roll to re 
tain the same in the rolled condition. . 
* It will thus be seen that a cot has been 
prowided which : is simple in construction 

rmit interlocking engage- ' I claim: { ~ ... ** 
. . 1. A. folding cot comprising a ????? 
fabric, end bars connected therewith, fold 
ing_legs carried by said end bars and ex- ' 
tending longitudinally of the end bars when 
folded, and side bars removably connected 
with said legs, each side bar hawing Sepa- 75 
rable. end sectionshawing their inner end . 
portions meeting in owerlapping relation, 
one' end Section hawing end notches and a 
side notch, pins carried by the second end 
Section and fitting , into the notches of the 
first section, a latch carried by the first sec 
tion and releasably engaging the pin fitting 
into the side notch to retain the sections con 
nected, and a plate, carried by the first, sec 
tion and engaging the Second section to hold 
the Sections against transwerSe mowement. 

2. A folding cot comprising a spring 
fabric, end bars connected therewith, Sup- . 
porting legs carried by said end bars, and 
$ide bars connected with said legs, each side bar hawing Separable end sections having 
their inner end portions meeting in Overlap 
ping relation, one end section hawing abut 
ment means engaging the inner end of the 
Second section topiwotally engage one sec 
tion with the other, means for releasably 
holding the Sections against pivotal move 
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· ment when extended in a set-up position, 
and abutment meansgarried by one section and hawing a depending portion engaging 
the side of the second section for holding 
the Sections against transwerse mowement 
When in a set-up position. 

8. A folding cot comprising a sprin 
fabric, a frame having end bar connect 
With the_spring fabric, Supporting_legs con 
nected with the end bars and mowable longi 
tudinally of the end bars from an extended ? 
to a folded position, and side bars having 
Separable end Sections, the end sections of a 
Side bar hawing their outer end releasably 
engaging codperating Supporting legs and 
mowable into and out of engagement with 
the Same Swinging mowement and held against longitudinal sliding movement, when 
in place, the inner end portions_of the side 
bar members extending in owerlapping re 
lation and one of the end sections having' 
abutment means engaging the end of the 
Second section, and a side pin'fitting into a 
notch in the second Section when the sections 
are in Substantial alinement, and means for 
holding the end sections. against transwerse 
mowement, when connected. 

4. A folding cot comprising a Spring 
fabric, a frame having end bars connecte 
with the Spring fabric, Supporting legs piv 
otally connected with the end barsland fold 
ing_inwardly, · bracing means releasably 
holding the Supporting legs in an extended 
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position, side bars having separable end Sec 
tions, plates ("onnected with the outer ends 
of the side l):ar SectionS and each h:uwing a 
hook and a finger extension, the hOOk and 

5 finger extending through the Openings in a 
coðper':tting leg and the ln(pok hawing a 
curwed upper edge aund cut from its lower 
edge to prowide at not('h forming a seat re 
ceiving at portion of the leg to hold the side 
bar ag?uinst longitudinal sliding movement 
out of engagement with the leg, the inner 
end portions of the end sections of the side 
bar extending for owerlapping relation, pinS 

10 

carried by one end section, certain of Said 
pins fitting into notches formed in the end 
Of the Second section and one of the pins fit 
ting into a notch formed in the side of the 
Second end section, a l:utch engaging the last 

| Imeintioned pin, and a plate curried by the 
Se('Ond end Section and engaging the edges 
of the owerl:upping portions of the side bar 
Sections to hold the sections against trans 
verse m1Owement. 

. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand. 

IDONALID W. HRICHARDS. 
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