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Zo all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HANLON, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident of 
Cohasset, in the county of Norfolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Theatrical Illu 
sion Apparatus, of which the following is a 
specification. w 
This invention relates to theatrical or 

stage properties and is designed to give to 
the audience the impression first, that a case, 
apparently full, is empty, and then to ex 
hibit unexpectedly the hitherto concealed 
contents of the case. 
The device consists essentially of a case 

having a double box construction, and a col 
lapsible inner box adapted to be slipped 
between the double walls of the case and so 
made as to give the impression to the ob 
server when withdrawn of having occupied 
the entire space inclosed by the outer walls 
of the case. 
Accessory to the foregoing are collapsible 

???&cs adapted to be contained in the inner 
OX. 

In the drawings accompanying this appli 
cation Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
exterior of the device showing the same in 
the position in which it is used. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal section of the device showing 
the interior thereof. Fig. 3 is a cross sec 
tion of the same on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 
4 is a longitudinal section of the inner box 
removed from the casing. Fig. 5 is a per 
spective view of one of the removable in 
serted collapsible boxes. Fig. 6 is a cross 
section of the latter. Figs. 7 and 8 are 
details of the removable boxes. 
The same reference characters indicate the 

same parts in all the figures. 
The apparatus comprises an outer box or 

casing 1, within which are built walls in closing a compartment 2, and between which 
and ? outer walls of the casing is a re. 
movable box 3. The outer case is open at 
one or both ends and has doors. 4 and 5 
closing such ends. En addition it has an 
opening in one of its sides 6, which opening 
is adapted to be closed by doors 7. 
The partitions defining the compartment 

2 comprise end walls 8 and side walls 9 ex 
tending from the wall 6 of the outer case, 

to which end and side partitions there is 
connected a bottom 10. Thus the case 1 is 
virtually a double box, having false bottom 
and sides. The compartment 2 is accessible 
through the side wall 6 of the box by open 
ing the doors 7. . - 
The removable box 3 has side walls 11 

rigidly connected with its bottom, but one 
or both of its end walls 12 and 13 may be 
folded inward on hinges as indicated in Fig. 
2. Such walls may also fold or swing out 
ward. In addition there may be one or more 
partitions 14 between the ends of the remov 
able box, also hinged so as to fold over. 
This box may be slipped into or out of the 
outer casingendwise, and when in place its 
bottom and down folded end wall, and par 
tition occupy the space between the double 
bottom walls 10 and 15 of the outer casing 
while the side walls 11 lie between the double 
side walls 9 and 16 of the casing. When 
the removable box is placed with both its 
ends folded down as shown in Fig. 2 it can 
be removed in either direction, but where 
it is intended to be removed from one end 
only, it is not necessary to fold down both 
end walls 12 and 13, but the one on the end 
which is first drawn out of the casing may 
be left upright. 
The walls and partition of the box 3 are 

spring-actuated in any suitable way, con 
veniently by spring hinges 17 such as are 
shown in the detail views 7 and 8, or in any 
other way desired. The object is to cause 
these partitions to spring upright as soon as 
they pass from under the false bottom of the casing in withdrawal. Any means which 
will accomplish this end is within the con 
templation of my invention and may be em ployed without constituting a departure 
therefrom. - . 

I may find it desirable to use in connection 
with this apparatus, and therefore desire to 
claim in combination therewith, one or more 
inserted collapsible boxes 18 adapted to fill 
the interior of the removable box 3. Two such collapsible boxes are indicated in Fig. 
2 and a possible construction of the same is 
shown in Figs. 4,5, and 6. The collapsible 
box has a rigid bottom 19, and rigid top 
frame 20, the latter being made to accommo date a lid or cover 21 adapted to be opened, 
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and flexible outside walls. The latter are 
conveniently made of cloth as being the most 
available fabric, but of course, I do not re 
strict the invention to any particular fabric. 
I prefer to make the flexible walls at two or 
more sides double, as indicated by the sheets 
22 and 23 in Figs. 5, and 6, in order to pro 
vide for and conceall the means for expand 
ing the box. One means for this purpose 

0 may consist of oppositely arranged pairs of links 24, 25 pivoted to the top and bottom 
of the box and to each other, and connected 
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by a spring or an elastic cord 26. As will 
be readily seen from Fig. 4 the tendency of 
this spring is to swing the links into aline 
ment and thereby to raise the top of the box, 
but the latter can be readily depressed and 
the box collapsed by the exertion of suffi 
cient force. 

27 and 28 represent diagonal guy lines for 
keeping the top and bottom of the box in 
vertical alinement when expanded. 

I desire to state that the means above de 
scribed for expanding the collapsible box is 
merely illustrative of one possible practical 
device and that I do not restrict this inven 
tion thereto, but intend to include within 
the scope of the invention and of the ap 
pended claims, a box, however constructed having the capacity of being expanded and 
collapsed. 
Having explained the construction of my 

apparatus I will now describe one of the 
uses to which it may be put. The device be 
ing prepared as indicated in Fig. 2, is 
brought upon the stage and placed upon 
any sort of supporting means, represented 
in Fig. 1 by trestles 29 which hold it elle 
wated above the stage floor and show that 
there can be no possible communication. With 
the interior of the apparatus through a trap 
door in the floor. Then the removable box is 
withdrawn from one of the ends of the casing, 
one of the doors 4 or 5 having been opened 
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for that purpose. In the course of this re 
moval, the partition walls of the removable box spring upright and the collapsible in 
serted boxes expand, the action being so car 
ried out and hidden by the Swinging door 
and the actors or attendants that this ex 
pansion of the collapsible boxes and rising 
of the hinged walls is not noticed by the 
audience. The impression intended to be 
given is that the removable box has con 
pletely filled the casing and that after its removal the casing is entirely empty. 
Thereupon the casing is removed from the 
support, and placed on end and the doors 7 open, allowing the person to step Out, Or 
things previously concealed in the compart 
ment 2 to be seen. It should be observed at 
this point that in practice, the doors 7 will 
be so accurately fitted, or concealed by orna 
mentation that they are not apparent to the 
audience when closed, and that in the draw 
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ings here annexed the outlines of these doors are shown with exaggerated emphasis for 
the purpose of illustration. 

I claim: 
1. A device of the character indicated con 

sisting of an outer case having an end open 
ing and a side opening, a compartment of 
less dimensions than the case, built into the 
same and fronting the side opening thereof, 
and a collapsible inner box movable endwise 
into and out of the outer case between the 
walls of the same and of said compartment. 

2. A theatrical illusion apparatus com 
prising an outer casing having an interior 
compartment open at One side, and a remov 
able box having folding walls adapted to be 
inserted into the casing between the Walls of 
the latter and the internal compartment. 

3. A theatrical illusion apparatus com 
prising an outer casing having an interior 
compartment open at one side, and a remov 
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able box having folding walls adapted to be 
inserted into the casing between the walls of 
the latter and the internal compartment, 
such folding walls being yieldingly actuated 
to resume their upright positions upon with 
drawal from the casing. 

4. An apparatus of the character de 
scribed comprising a casing having double 
walls and an opening at One side, a remov 
able box having a bottom and longitudinal 
walls adapted to enter the spaces between 
the double walls of the casing, and said re 
movable box having also transverse walls 
hinged to fold and permit entrance into such 
SDa?e?. 5. An illusion apparatus comprising a cas 
ing having a double bottom and double sides, 
doors in the top wall of the casing and a 
door in the end thereof, and a box having a 
bottom and sides adapted to enter the end 
of the casing and slip between the double 
bottom and double sides thereof, said remov 
able box having also a folding end wall and 
a folding transverse partition adapted to 
swing back to permit entrance into the 
ca Sling. . 

6. An apparatus of the character de 
scribed comprising an outer casing, a com 
partment or chamber built into such case 
and accessible through one of the walls 
thereof, an inner box having a bottom, sides, 
and ends, one of such ends being hinged to 
fold toward the bottom, whereby said box 
may be inserted into the casing between the 
Walls of the latter and the walls of the inner 
compartment, and a collapsible box con 
tained in the said removable box. 

7. The combination of a case having a 
door in its end and a door in one side, inner 
walls within said case arranged to form a 
compartment to which said side door gives 
access and having its bounding walls sepa 
rated from the walls of the case, a box mov 
able endwise into said case having a bottom 
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and sides adapted to enter the space between In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
the walls of the case and of the compart- signature, in presence of two witnesses. 
ment, and having a hinged end wall adapt 
ed to fold toward the bottom whereby to WILLIAM HANLON. 
permit entrance into such space, and means Witnesses: 
acting yieldingly, with tendency to hold P. W. PEZZETTI, 
such end wall upright. E. BATCHELDER. 


