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To all chon it may concern : . 
Be it known that I, JosFPH RIDGE, of 

Chicago, State of Illinois, have invented a 
new and useful Ehand-Guide for Penmen, of 
which the following is a full and complete de 
scription, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing. - 
My invention relates to a device designed 

to prevent or remedy an incorrect position of 
the hand in Writing. 
A position generally recognized as a cor 

rect one for the hand when using the pen is 
shown in the drawing-i. e., the back of the 
hand facing the ceiling, the third and fourth 
fingers curved, and their ends resting on the 
paper to support the hand, and the pen-holder 
pointing over the right shoulder. 
The hand-guide consists of the parts d and 

d/, which serve to secure it on the hand, as 
shown in Figure 1, and connected with these 
parts is the loop b, and, if preferred, the post 
a, also a nib or projection, c. 
The accompanying example is constructed 

of a single piece of No. 16 spring-brass wire, 
bent into shape as apparent in: Fig. 2, this 
being, perhaps, the cheapest and best method 
of construction, though sheet-brass or other. 
sheet metal having the proper elasticity, with 
thickness and breadth sufficient to cause it to 
retain its shape and adhere to the hand with 
out too great compression of the latter, may 
be used; or the parts marked d and d may 
be made of sheet metal, and the other parts of 
spring-wire soldered or riveted thereto Inay 
be substituted. 
The post a is designed to prevent the hand 

from turning over too far in an outward direc 
tion, but not designed entirely, if at all, as a 
rest for the hand, the third and fourth fingers 
being the proper supports for the hand. The 
fingers upon which the hand rests are held 

f 

within loop b, as shown in Fig. 1, and thus 
kept in position. The nib c prevents the pen 
holder from dropping too low between the 
thumb and index-finger. 
Loop b serves as a spring, and may be con 

tracted or spread in dimension of cross-section, 
as the case may require, to adapt the guide to 
hands of different breadth, which, in that par 
ticular at least, is better than though the parts 
d and d were made of one piece, continuing 
directly across beneath the hand, and the loop 
b made separately and secured thereto. - 

It is evident that while the use of the parts 
b, d, and d are necessary to fix the position of 
the fingers, the use of the post a is not indis 
pensable, as it is not intended that when the 
hand is in proper position the post should 
rest on the paper. Nor is it necessary that 
the nib 0 should be attached, as it is not in 
tended to support the pen at all times, but to 
define the limit of its depression. Shoald it 
be preferred to give more freedom, both or 
either of these parts may be omitted. 
Eaving thus fully described my said inven- . 

tion, what I claim, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a hand 
guide for pennen, constructed with the parts 
d d and loop b, substantially as described. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a hand 
guide for penmen, constructed with the parts 
did, loop b, and post a, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. . 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a hand 
guide for penmen, constructed with the parts 
d d", loop b, and nib c, substantially as and 
for the purpose specified. 

. JOSEPE RIDGE, 
Witnesses: 

SAML. F. ESTELL, 
WILLIAM. S. HALL. 


