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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY G. HUBBARD, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 

MPROVEMENT IN SUSPENDERS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 153, S2S, dated August 4, 1874; application filed 
April 4, 1874. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY G. HUBBARD, 

of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex 
and State of Connecticut, have invented a 
new and valuable Improvement in Suspend 
ers; and I do hereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the construction and operation of the same, 
reference being had to the annexed drawings 
making a part of this specification, and to 
the letters and figures of reference marked 
thereon. 

Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings are repre 
sentations of detail views of my suspenders, 
aftd lig. 3 is a sectional view of the same. 
Tlis invention has relation to suspenders 

for supporting pantaloons upon the person of 
a wearer; and the novelty consists in a grom 
net, connecting the two main cross-straps at 
their point of intersection, whereby it serves 
as a pivot upon which the said straps are al 
lowed to accommodate themselves to the form 
of the wearer, be he broad or narrow shoul 
dered, the said straps being prevented from 
unraveling by a strengthening portion or collar 
stitched to the web between the lips of the 
said grommet and the upper and lower sur 
faces of the said straps. It also consists in a 
forelock or Washer, which is applied upon the 
Wrong or flesh side of a pair of suspenders, 
between the upset portion of the said grom 
met and the said strengthening-collar, where 
by the gromnetis prevented from being drawn 
through the perforation made for its insertion, 
and the raw edge of the upset portion thereof 
is prevented from wearing out said strength 
ening portion, as will be hereinafter more fully 
explained. 

In the annexed drawings, AA designate the 
main crossed straps of a pair of suspenders, 
united at their point of intersection by means 
of a grommet, B, which is passed into regis 
tering-perforations in the said straps, and is 
then properly upset for the purpose of keep. 
ing it in place. This grommet is in the na 

ture of a pivot, and will consequently allow 
the said straps to accommodate themselves to 
the person of a broad or narrow shouldered 
wearer, adding greatly to his comfort and ease. 
a designates strengthening-collars, which are 
stitched to the said straps around the perfora 
tions for the grommet, and are themselves per 
forated for a similar purpose. These strength 
ening-collars are applied upon the Wrong or 
flesh side of the lower strap, and upon the 
outside of the upper strap, and serve to pre 
vent the Webbing, of which the straps are 
usually made, from unraveling, and allowing 
the said grommet to be withdrawn from the 
straps. The said grommet is inserted into 
the perforations in the straps from the front 
to the rear or flesh side thereof, and is then 
upset against the strengthening-collars; but, 
as its raw edges would soon cut through the 
said collar by its continual friction thereon, I 
have applied, as a preventive, between the 
said collar and the raw edges of the grom 
met, a metal washer or forelock, b, as is shown 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings, and have thus ren 
dered the friction innocuous. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
I. In a pair of suspenders, the combination, 

With the grommet or pivot B, of the main 
Cross-straps A A and the strengthening-col 
lars a, stitched to the under surface of the in 
ner straps and the upper surface of the outer 
strap, substantially as specified. 

2. The forelock or washer b, in combination 
With the grommet B and the cross-straps. A 
A pivoting upon the grommetB, substantially 
as specified. 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

HENRY G. HUBBARD. 
Witnesses: 

JAMEs K. GUY, 
MARGARET. S. HUBBARD. 

  


