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GARDENING GARMENTS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to garments which 
can be worn during gardening activities and other activities. 
The garments include a Shirt and an apron. 
0002 Protective aprons are well known in the art. They 
have been used in many different environments to protect a 
wearer's clothing. Known apron-type garments include 
painting aprons, mechanic's aprons, fishing aprons, and 
home keeper aprons. The patent literature illustrates many 
different types of aprons. For example, U.S. Design Pat. No. 
133,954 to Siegle illustrates a mechanic's apron and U.S. 
Design Pat. No. 257,596 to Rosenbloom III illustrates a 
work apron. Both aprons include a plurality of pockets for 
Storing items. 

0003 U.S. Pat. No. 431,332 to Chadwick illustrates an 
apron to be worn by either children or adults. The apron 
consists of a body adapted to cover the front of a garment 
combined with tubular sleeve protectors permanently con 
nected by Straps to the respective shoulders of the apron. 

0004 U.S. Pat. No. 1,675,072 to Watermon illustrates a 
Surveyor's apron designed to be attached to a body Support 
ing belt and adapted to have a Series of pockets Secured 
thereto for the purpose of carrying tools and Small articles 
that are used by those engaged in the trade. The apron has 
a Spring reel Secured thereto having a winding cord attached 
to a plumb-bob and a holder for the plumb-bob. 

0005 U.S. Pat. No. 2,538,677 to Ferrand illustrates an 
article holding apron for Stream fishermen. The apron 
includes a plurality of pockets having closure flaps that 
receive fishing articles Such as lures, plugs, hooks, Sinkers, 
and the like. The apron further includes harneSS means So 
that it is adaptable to fit perSons of various sizes and may be 
adjusted to fit high on a user's chest to prevent engagement 
of water there with when the user is Stream fishing. 
0006 U.S. Pat. No. 3,428,962 to Slimovitz illustrates a 
barbecue apron having pockets and VELCRO strips for 
Securing mittens to the apron. 

0007 U.S. Pat. No. 3,535,709 to Johannes illustrates a 
painter's apron comprising a generally planar panel of 
paint-impervious material adapted to overlie the front of the 
users torSo, means for Securing the panel in position, an 
upwardly opening paint reservoir extending the full width of 
the panel and having its upper rearward edge Secured to the 
lower edge of the panel, and resilient paint brush retaining 
means attached to the forward Surface of the panel above the 
reservoir and operable to Support a paint brush releasably 
with its handle uppermost. 

0008 U.S. Pat. No. 3,624,686 to Beals relates to a pocket 
apron for teaching color recognition. The apron has Strips of 
attachment material thereon with cooperating Strips of pres 
Sure Sensitive material on the backside of a multitude of 
pockets for removable attachment to the apron body. The 
pockets are of various colors for the teaching of color 
recognition. 

0009 U.S. Pat. No. 4,977,626 to Smith relates to an 
apron like garment having a pocket dispenser formed by two 
overlaid panels, one of which is partially detachable. 
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0010 U.S. Pat. No. 5,107,545 to Potter relates to a 
fisherman's fly tying apron which includes an upper Section 
having means for attaching the apron to a user, a lower 
Section detachable from the upper Section, a waste collecting 
means associated with the lower Section, and a Stiffening 
means associated with either the lower Section or the waste 
collecting means. 
0011 U.S. Pat. No. 5,566,391 to Williamson relates to a 
painting apron with an onboard paint Supply. The apron has 
a protective sheet of flexible, paint-impervious material to 
which a mounting arrangement is Secured. The mounting 
arrangement includes an expandable loop which releasably 
receives a paint container including a cup portion and a 
removable lid portion which is tethered to the cup portion. 
The apron is Secured to the wearer via a Strap arrangement 
including one or more elongate Straps which extend from the 
protective sheet. 
0012 U.S. Pat. No. 5,024.361 to Flowers illustrates a 
Supply caddy having a main body portion defining a pocket 
which is selectively subdivided by vertical and horizontal 
Strips which are repositionable within the pocket. The caddy 
may be attached to a wearer by a Strap. 
0013 U.S. Pat. No. 4,637,075 to Ingrisano et al. illus 
trates a vest garment to be worn by emergency medical 
Services perSonnel. The garment includes a number of 
pockets and clips for carrying emergency medical Supplies 
and equipment. 
0014 Various gardening garments are also known in the 
prior art. U.S. Design Patent No. 399,336 to DeFino illus 
trates one such garment. U.S. Pat. No. 4,831,666 to Denman 
illustrates a pants garment adapted to provide protection to 
a person's knees while performing gardening tasks. The 
garment has a pair of legs and a pocket affixed to the exterior 
of each leg. A padded cushioning member is Substantially 
fixedly held in each pocket. 
0015 Despite the existence of these aprons and garments, 
there remains a need for practical and useful garments to be 
worn during gardening and other activities. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0016. Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a garment to be worn by a user during activities 
which may require the user to assume a kneeling position. 
0017. It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment as above which is provided with pockets 
and other devices for holding tools, materials, and other 
implements. 
0018. It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment as above which may be worn during 
gardening activities. 
0019. It is still a further object of the present invention to 
provide a garment as above which may be readily cleaned 
and reused. 

0020. The foregoing objects are met by the garments of 
the present invention. 
0021. In accordance with the present invention, a gar 
ment broadly comprises a protective panel to be worn in the 
front of a user, means for protecting a user's knees Secured 
to the protective panel, and means for holding implements 
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which may be used by the user Secured to the protective 
panel. In Several embodiments of the present invention, the 
garment takes the form of a gardening apron. In other 
embodiments of the present invention, the garment takes the 
form of a gardening Shirt. 
0022. Other details of the gardening garments of the 
present invention, as well as other objects and advantages 
attendant thereto, are set forth in the following detailed 
description and the accompanying drawings wherein like 
reference numerals depict like elements. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0023 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment 
of a gardening apron in accordance with the present inven 
tion; 
0024 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a second embodi 
ment of a gardening apron in accordance with the present 
invention; 

0025 FIG. 3 is a front view of a third embodiment of a 
gardening apron in accordance with the present invention; 
0026 FIG. 4 is a front view of a fourth embodiment of 
a gardening apron in accordance with the present invention; 
0027 FIG. 5 is a front view of a first embodiment of a 
gardening shirt in accordance with the present invention; 
and 

0028 FIG. 6 is a front view of a second embodiment of 
a gardening shirt in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

0029 Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a 
first embodiment of a garment in accordance with the 
present invention. The garment is a gardening apron 10 
having a front protective panel 12 for protecting clothing 
being worn by a user. The front protective panel 12 may be 
formed from any suitable material known in the art. For 
example, the material forming the panel 12 may be a 
material which is water-impervious or non-water-impervi 
ous. Preferably, the material forming the panel 12 may be 
easily cleaned, Such as by putting it into a household laundry 
machine, So that the apron can be cleaned and reused. 
0030 AS can be seen from FIG. 1, the protective panel 12 
extends from a region where it protects the user's chest to a 
region above the knees of the user. Attached to an upper edge 
14 of the panel 12 are first and second shoulder straps 16 and 
18. The straps 16 and 18 may be secured to the upper edge 
14 of the panel using any Suitable means known in the art 
Such as by Stitching. The Straps 16 and 18 are joined together 
by a third strap 20 which is positioned at the rear of the user. 
The strip 20 may be stitched to both straps 16 and 18 or, 
alternatively, may be sewn to one of the straps 16 and 18 and 
releasably secured to the other of the straps 16 and 18 such 
as by Snaps, buttons, VELCRO, a hook and latch mecha 
nism, etc. The straps 16, 18 and 20 allow the apron 10 to be 
Supported by a user's shoulders. They also allow the apron 
10 to be easily removed from about the user's neck. The 
straps 16, 18, and 20 may be formed from the same material 
as the panel 12 or from a different material. 
0031) The apron 10 is also provided with a belt 22 in a 
central region of the protective panel 12. The belt 22 may be 
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formed from a first length 24 of material and a Second length 
26 of material. The first and second lengths 24 and 26 may 
be joined to the protective panel 12 using any Suitable means 
known in the art. For example, they could be sewn to the 
protective panel 12. The free ends 28 and 30 of the lengths 
24 and 26 may be positioned around the waist of a user and 
joined together such as by tying the free ends 28 and 30 
together. If desired, the first and Second lengths 24 and 26 
may be replaced by a Second length of material attached to 
the protective panel 12. 

0032. The apron 10 is provided with pockets 32, 34, and 
36 for holding gardening implements Such as packets of 
Seed, gloves, tools, etc. The pockets 32, 34, and 36 are each 
preferably formed by a piece of material Secured to the 
protective panel along side edges 38 and 40 and a bottom 
edge 42. By forming the pockets in this manner, an upper 
opening 44 is provided which allows access to the interior of 
the pocket. 

0033. The apron 10 further has a plurality of straps 46 for 
holding gardening tools Such as a rack, clippers, shovel, etc. 
Each of the straps 46 may be secured at one end to the 
protective panel 12 Such as by Sewing. The other end of each 
Strap 46 may be Secured at a Second end to the protective 
panel via a release mechanism 47 Such as a hook and latch 
mechanism. The release mechanism 47 is provided so that 
the tools may be easily removed and/or repositioned in 
place. If desired, the straps 46 may be provided with elastic 
So as to better grip the tools. 
0034. When performing gardening activities, it is often 
necessary for a user to assume a kneeling position. Over 
time, a user's knees become Sore and/or Scraped from 
contacting rocks in the garden or from contacting the ground 
for prolonged periods of time. To reduce the impact of 
having to assume a kneeling position, a kneeling pad 48 is 
attached to a lower edge 50 of the apron 10. The kneeling 
pad 48 may be a continuous member as shown in FIG. 1 or 
may be formed from first and Second foldable kneeling pads 
52 and 54 as shown in FIG. 2. The kneeling pad 48 may be 
joined to the lower edge 50 using any Suitable means known 
in the art. For example, a continuous kneeling pad 48 may 
be joined to the lower edge 50 by a plurality of spaced apart 
elastic straps 56. 
0035) If desired, a plurality of aligned VELCRO securing 
devices 58 may be provided adjacent the lower edge 50. 
Mating VELCRO securing devices 60 may be provided on 
the exterior surface 62 of the pad 48. If desired, a user could 
fold the kneeling pad 48 and secure it to the devices 58 via 
the devices 48. Alternatively, the securing devices 58 and 60 
may be used to Secure other gardening implements to the 
front panel 12 or the kneeling pad 48. 

0036 Referring now to FIG. 2, an alternative embodi 
ment of a gardening apron 10 is illustrated. This embodi 
ment is substantially the same as the embodiment of FIG. 1 
with one notable exception. AS previously discussed, the 
kneeling pad 48 of FIG. 1 is replaced by first and second 
foldable kneeling pads 52 and 54 in this embodiment. The 
kneeling pads 52 and 54 are joined to the lower edge 50 of 
the panel 12 by elastic straps 55. 
0037. During use, the kneeling pads 52 and 54 may be 
joined together using any Suitable means known in the art. 
For example, a strap 62 may be provided having VELCRO 
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type or Snap type Securing devices at each end. Each of the 
pads 52 and 54 may have mating Securing devices for 
allowing the strap 62 to be secured to each of the pads 52 and 
54. If desired, the strap 62 may be omitted and the pads 52 
and 54 may be directly joined to each other by Suitable 
Securing devices. 

0038). If desired, each of the pads 52 and 54 may be 
formed from a plurality of panels 64 and 66. The panels 64 
and 66 are preferably constructed so that the panel 64 may 
fold back onto the panel 66 when the kneeling pad is not 
being used. To secure the panel 64 to the panel 66, VELCRO 
type Securing devices 68 may be provided on each of the 
panels 64 and 66. 

0039. The apron 10 in the embodiment of FIG. 2 is also 
preferably provided with a plurality of aligned VELCRO 
type Securing devices 70 along each of the Side edges 72 and 
74 of the panel 12. The securing devices 70 may be used to 
mate with similar type securing devices 76 on the straps 55. 
In this way, the kneeling pads 52 and 54 may be moved into 
a retracted position where they do not contact a user's knees. 
In addition to mating with the devices 76, the Securing 
devices 70 may also be used to hold implements being used 
by the user. 

0040 FIG. 3 illustrates yet another embodiment of a 
gardening apron 10'. The gardening apron 10' is similar in 
construction to the gardening apron 10 of FIG. 1 with 
certain exceptions. In this embodiment, the upper portion of 
the protective panel 12 and the shoulder straps 16, 18, and 
20 have been omitted. As a result, the upper edge 80 of the 
apron 10' at least partially encircles the waist of a user. Also, 
in this embodiment, the belt 22 is joined to the apron 10 
substantially at the upper end 80. 

0041 Referring now to FIG. 4, yet another embodiment 
of an apron 10" in accordance with the present invention is 
illustrated. The gardening apron 10" is Similar in construc 
tion to the gardening apron of FIG. 2 with certain excep 
tions. Here again in this embodiment, the upper portion of 
the protective panel 12 and the straps 16, 18 and 20 have 
been omitted. As in FIG. 3, the upper edge 82 of the apron 
10" at least partially encircles the waist of a user. Also in this 
embodiment, the belt 22 joins the protective panel 12 
Substantially at the upper edge 82. 

0.042 Referring now to FIG. 5, a gardening shirt 100 is 
illustrated. The gardening shirt 100 is formed by a first piece 
of material forming a front protective panel 102 and a 
Second piece of material forming a rear protective panel 104. 
The first and Second pieces of material may be joined to each 
other using any Suitable means known in the art. For 
example, they can be sewn to each other. When joined 
together, the first and Second pieces of material form a neck 
opening 106, sleeves 108 and 110, and a lower opening 112. 
The shirt 100 may be put on by slipping the user's body into 
the opening 112, inserting the user's arms into sleeves 108 
and 110, and inserting the user's head through the neck 
opening 106. 

0043. The shirt 100 may have a number of pockets 114 
for holding gardening implements. The pockets 114 may be 
formed by Securing one or more pieces of material to the 
piece of material forming the front protective panel 102 
along the Side edges and the bottom edges of the piece of 
material Such as by Sewing. 
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0044) The shirt 100 is provided with a continuous kneel 
ing pad 116. The continuous kneeling pad 116 is Secured to 
the lower edge 118 by a plurality of elastic straps 120. The 
front protective panel 102 is provided with a plurality of 
securing devices 122, such as VELCRO type devices or 
Snaps, along a lower portion Substantially adjacent the lower 
edge 118. The pad 116 is formed with a plurality of mating 
securing devices 124, such as VELCRO type devices or 
Snaps, on at least one Surface. When in use, the kneeling pad 
116 hangs suspended from the lower edge 118 of the shirt 
100 by the straps 120 and when not in use, the kneeling pad 
116 may be Secured to a retracted position by the Securing 
devices 122 and 124. It should be noted that the securing 
devices 122 may be used to Secure gardening implements if 
desired. 

0045 Referring now to FIG. 6, an alternative embodi 
ment of a gardening shirt 100' is illustrated. The shirt 100' is 
similar in construction to the shirt 100. It has a first piece of 
material forming a front protective panel 102 and a Second 
piece of material forming a rear protective panel 104. The 
first and Second pieces of material are joined together, Such 
as by sewing, to form a neck opening 106, sleeves 108 and 
110, and lower opening 112. Further, one or more pieces of 
material may be sewn to the front protective panel to form 
pockets 114. 
0046) The shirt 100' differs from the shirt 100 in the 
provision of a kneeling pad formed from first and Second 
kneeling pads 134 and 136. Each of the kneeling pads 134 
and 136 may be joined to a lower edge 118 of the shirt 100' 
by elastic straps 132. Preferably, each of the kneeling pads 
134 and 136 is foldable. To this end, each of the kneeling 
pads 134 and 136 may be formed by a plurality of panels 142 
and 144. Each of the panels 142 and 144 is provided with a 
securing device 138, such as a VELCRO type of material or 
a snap, to allow it to be folded and joined to the other of the 
panels 142 and 144. As before, a connecting strap 140 is 
provided to join the panels 134 and 136 together during use. 
The connecting Strap 140 may have any Suitable means 
known in the art to secure it to both of the panels 134 and 
136. 

0047 The shirt 100' has a plurality of securing devices 
130 along opposed sides 150 and 152. The securing devices 
may be used to hold gardening implements. Alternatively, 
they can be used to mate with securing devices 148 to 
maintain the kneeling pads 134 and 136 in a retracted 
position when not needed. 
0048. Each of the padded kneeling pads 48, 52, 54, 116, 
134, and 136 may be formed using any suitable construction 
known in the art. For example, each of the kneeling pads 48, 
52, 54, 116, 134, and 136 may comprise a layer of cush 
ioning material Sandwiched between two fabric layers. 
0049. While the kneeling pads 52, 54, 134, and 136 have 
been illustrated as being formed from two foldable panels, 
they each could be formed from any desired number of 
foldable panels. 
0050. The elastic straps 55, 56, 120, and 132 in the 
various embodiments of the present invention allow the 
kneeling pads to be adjusted to each user as needed as a 
result of their ability to expand and retract. They also allow 
the kneeling pads to be moved between operational positions 
where a user kneels on them and a retracted or inoperative 
position where they do not bang on a user's knees as he/she 
is walking. 
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0051. The gardening garments of the present invention 
have a number of advantages. Most notably, they allow a 
wearer to Store needed gardening implements in easily 
accessible locations on the garment. They also allow the 
wearer to Substantially prevent knee damage which may be 
caused by placing one's knee on an uncushioned Surface for 
prolonged periods of time. Still further, they allow a wearer 
to move the knee protection equipment to a retracted or 
inoperative position So as to not interfere with normal 
activities Such as walking. Still further, the garments may be 
easily cleaned and reused. 
0.052 While the garments of the present invention have 
been described in the context of being used during gardening 
activities, it should be readily apparent that the garments 
could also be worn during the performance of other chores 
including, but not limited to, Washing floors, cleaning homes 
and other facilities, repairing homes and other facilities, and 
painting homes and other facilities. The garments of the 
present invention have utility wherever one needs to protect 
other garments and needs to provide cushioning for one's 
knees. 

0053. It is apparent that there has been provided in 
accordance with the present invention gardening garments 
which fully Satisfy the objects, means, and advantages Set 
forth hereinbefore. While the present invention has been 
described in the context of Specific embodiments thereof, 
other alternatives, modifications and variations will become 
apparent to those skilled in the art having read the foregoing 
description. Therefore, it is intended to embrace Such alter 
natives, modifications, and variations as fall within the broad 
Scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A garment comprising: 
a protective panel to be worn in the front of the user; 
means for protecting a user's knees, Said protecting means 

being attached to Said protective panel; and 
means for holding implements that may be needed by the 

user, Said implement holding means being attached to 
Said protective panel. 

2. Agarment according to claim 1, wherein Said means for 
protecting a user's knees comprises a padded knee pad 
Secured to Said protective panel. 

3. A garment according to claim 2, further comprising a 
plurality of elastic Straps for Securing Said padded knee pad 
to Said protective panel. 

4. A garment according to claim 2, wherein Said padded 
knee pad has a first padded portion, a Second padded portion, 
and means for Securing the first padded portion to the Second 
padded portion. 

5. Agarment according to claim 2, wherein Said knee pad 
is foldable. 

6. A garment according to claim 1, wherein Said imple 
ment holding means comprises at least one Strap Secured to 
Said protective panel. 

7. A garment according to claim 6, wherein Said imple 
ment holding means comprises a plurality of aligned Straps. 

8. A garment according to claim 6, wherein Said imple 
ment holding means further comprises at least one pocket. 

9. A garment according to claim 6, wherein Said imple 
ment holding means comprises a plurality of Secu ring 
devices. 

10. Agarment according to claim 9, wherein Said Securing 
devices include a first Set of Securing devices aligned along 
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a first Side of Said protective panel and a Second Set of 
Securing devices aligned along a Second Side of Said pro 
tective panel. 

11. A garment according to claim 9, wherein Said plurality 
of Securing devices are positioned adjacent a lower edge of 
Said protective panel and are aligned with each other. 

12. Agarment according to claim 1, wherein Said garment 
is an apron and wherein a belt is Secured to an upper edge 
of Said protective panel. 

13. A garment according to claim 1, further comprising 
first and Second Straps to be placed over a user's shoulder's 
Secured to an upper edge of Said protective panel. 

14. A garment according to claim 13, further comprising 
a third Strap for connecting Said first and Second Strap and 
Said third Strap being worn on the rear of a user. 

15. A garment according to claim 13, further comprising 
Said protective panel covering the chest of the user and a belt 
affixed to a central portion of Said protective panel. 

16. Agarment according to claim 1, wherein Said garment 
comprises a shirt having a front portion formed by Said 
protective panel, a rear portion connected to Said front 
portion, and an open neck portion for allowing the Shirt to 
be slipped over a user's head. 

17. A garment according to claim 16, wherein Said knee 
protecting means are connected to Said protective portion by 
a plurality of elastic Straps. 

18. A garment according to claim 16, wherein Said knee 
protecting means comprises first and Second padded kneel 
ing pads and means for Securing the first and Second pads 
together. 

19. A gardening shirt comprising: 
a front protective panel, a rear protective panel joined to 

the front protective panel, and a neckportion defined by 
Said front and rear protective panels, 

means for protecting a user's knees attached to a lower 
edge of Said front protective panel; 

means for holding gardening implements attached to Said 
front protective panel, and 

a plurality of Securing devices attached to Said front 
protective panel. 

20. A gardening apron comprising: 
a front protective panel; 
means for holding gardening implements Secured to Said 

front protective panel; 
means for protecting a user's knees during kneeling, Said 

knee protecting means being Secured to Said front 
protective panel; and 

a belt for Securing Said apron around a user's waist. 
21. A gardening apron according to claim 20, further 

comprising first and Second Straps for allowing Said apron to 
be Supported by a user's shoulders. 

22. Agardening apron according to claim 20, wherein Said 
knee protecting means comprises at least one padded kneel 
ing pad. 

23. Agardening apron according to claim 20, wherein Said 
knee protecting means comprises first and Second padded 
kneeling pads and means for Securing Said first pad to Said 
Second pad during use. 


