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November 16, 1875. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVID H. SHOURDs, of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an 
Improved l)emijohn for Containing Malt Liq 
uors, of which the following is a specification: 
The object of my invention is to furnish fami 

lies with malt liquors, in comparatively small 
quantities, at a less price than heretofore, by 
means of a demijohn which can be easily car 
ried from place to place, and from which the 
contents can be withdrawn from time to time 
without any deterioration of the liquor which 
remains in the vessel. 
Malt liquors for family use have heretofore 

been put up in small bottles-a tedious opera 
tion, which materially increases the cost of the 
liquors. - 

In place of the small bottles I use the demi 
john illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
the vessel being made, preferably, of glass, and 
large enough to contain one, or two, or more gallons. 
The handle b, by which the vessel is carried 

about, may be attached to or form a part of 
the said vessel, or may be attached to or form 
a part of the wicker-work with which the ves 
sel is, by preference, surrounded, a portion 
only of the said wicker-work being shown in 
the drawing. 

After the malt liquors have been introduced 
into the vessel a cork, e, is driven into the 
mouth d, and into an opening in the cork is 
tightly fitted or screwed the stem of a faucet, 
h, a vent, a, being made in the side of the ves 

sel at any other suitable point, and the vent 
being furnished with a detachable plug or 
other device for the introduction or exclusion 
of air. 
After the vessel has reached its destination 

it may be placed with its side on a suitable 
support, shown by dotted lines, so that the 
contents can be readily withdrawn from time 
to time on opening the faucet h and moving 
the vent-plug. 
By the use of the above-described vessel fam 

ilies can be supplied with malt liquors in quan 
tities less than are contained in ordinary bar 
rels or half-barrels, so as to insure the desired 
freshness of the liquor while it lasts, the quan 
tity being large enough to obviate the expense 
attending the use of numerous small bottles. 
In fact, the liquor can be furnished in the demi 
johns at half the expense demanded for the 
same liquor in the ordinary small bottles. 

I claim as my invention 
The within-described demijohn, consisting 

of the vessel A, its handle b, corke with fau 
ceth, and vent-hole ac, all being combined sub 
stantially in the manner and for the purpose 
herein set forth. . . 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

DAVID E. SEHOURDS, 
Witnesses: 

ELLWoOD T. DEETZ, 
HARRY SMITH, 

  


