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(57) Abstract: Described is an efficient retrieval mechanism that
quickly locates documents (e.g., corresponding to online advertise-
ments) based on query term discrimination. A topmost subset (e.g.,
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e.g., as ranked by inverted document frequency. The topmost terms
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that are searched to find document identifiers and associated scores,
such as computed offline by a BM25 algorithm. For example, for
each document identifier of each important term, a fast search within
each of the narrowed subset of rows (that also contain that document
identifier) may be performed by comparing document identifiers to
jump a pointer within each other row, followed by a binary search
to locate a particular document. The scores of the set of particular
documents may then be used to rank their relative importance for re-
T turning as results.
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