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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE A. JoHNSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Packing for Re 
frigerator-Doors, of which the following is 
a full, clear, concise, and exact description, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

packing for refrigerator doors, more par 
ticularly refrigerator car doors. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a door packing of durable construction and 
efficient operation. 
In the drawings forming a part of this 

specification, Figure 1 is a cross section 
through the meeting edges of a refrigerator 
door and the surrounding wall of the door 
frame, showing in cross section the packing 
device in expanded position embodying my 
invention; Fig. 2 is a plan view of apor 
tion of the wall of the door frame surround 
ing the door with my door packing in posi 
tion, but partly broken away to show the 
groove in the door-frame; Fig. 3 is a cross 

door and surrounding door-frame with the 
door in closed position, and showing in cross 
section my packing device compressed. 

Referring to the drawings 4 represents the 
edge of a hinged door, the remainder thereof 
being broken away and not shown in the 
drawings, 5 a hinge securing said door to 
the door-frame 6. Within the face 7 of the 
door-frame, which is adapted to be met by 
and engage the face 8 of the door 4 upon the 
closing of the door, is provided a groove 9 
extending longitudinally of the door-frame, 
and having a central projecting bead or 
ridge 10 and depressions 11, 11 at either side 
thereof. Within said groove 9 is mounted 
a spring 15 extending the entire length of 
the groove, the said spring having at either 
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edge thereof a curved or rounded portion 
12, 12, and being provided with perforations 
13, 13 to receive means, preferably screws 
14, 14, engaging the central portion of Said 
spring to the bead or ridge 10 in the said 

groove 9. The said spring is adapted to 
compress on either side of said bead within 
the grooves or channels 11, 11 upon pressure 
being applied to the outer face of said Spring. 
A yielding material 19 is stretched across 

the said groove 9, and secured to either side 
thereof, the said yielding material 19 en 
gaging against the spring 15, and preferably 
comprising a matting 16 and a canvas strip 
17, the same being secured to the face 7 of 
the door-frame by suitable means, prefer 
ably the nails 18, 18. 
Upon the opening of the door the packing 

device will assume the position illustrated in 
Fig. 1 of the drawing, the spring 15 being 
expanded, and the rounded or curved por 
tions 12, 12 thereof forcing the yielding 
material 19 outwardly in a taut position. 
Upon engagement of the face 8 of the door 
against the yielding material 19 on the clos 
ing of the door the rounded or curved por 
tions 12, 12 of the spring press the yielding 
material 19 against the face 8 of the door at 
points upon said face opposed to the round 
ed portions of the spring, the pressure in 
creasing at these points along the rounded 
portion of the spring until the door is closed, 
and the rounded portions of the spring are 
compressed within the depressions 11, 11 in 
either side of the groove 9, as illustrated in 
Fig. 3 of the drawing. Packing strips are 
unnecessary in my device, the pressure 
against the yielding material being exerted 
by the spring along spaced parallel lines, 
affording a tight joint between the door and 
door-frame. 
Applicant hereby formally acknowledges 

that a broader claim to the spring support 
having spaced parallel lines of contact is 
contained and has been allowed in his co 
pending application, bearing Serial Number 
784,042, filed August 11, 1913. 

I claim:- 
In a door packing of the character de 

Scribed, the combination with a door and an 
adjacent member having meeting edges 
when the door is in closed position, one of 
said edges being provided with a longitu 
dinally extending groove, of a strip of 
flexible material bridging said groove, and 
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means for pressing said material outwardly longitudinally extending, central rib to 
to thereby form a seal, said means compris- which said spring strip is secured. 
ing an elongated strip of spring material - 
E. in E. groove, said strip of metal GEORGE A. JOHNSON. 

5 having curled edges extending along the en- Witnesses: 
tire edges thereof and in engagement with JoHN A. MARTINKUs, 
the flexible material, said groove having a ELEANOR L. NASH. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D.C.' 


