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3 Claims.

This invention relates to a form on which gar-
ments may be stretched after being washed so
as to avoid shrinkage and to preserve the proper
shape and size of the garment. The invention
represents an improvement over the garment
form shown and described in my co-pending
application Serial No. 175,214, filed November 18,
1937.

The garment form herein illustrated and de-
scribed is preferably made principally of plates
or boards of rigid, moisture-proof material which
will not soften or warp when subjected to mois-
ture. For example, composition boards such
as are sold under the names “Masonite” and
“Agasote” may be used, these materials being
light in weight, strong and waterproof. If pre-
ferred, the parts may be made of molded plastic
material having suitable characteristics of
strength, rigidity and water-resistance.

According to the present invention, a garment
form is provided having arm members which
are pivotally attached to a neck member so that
they can be swung from a horizontal position to
an upright position to facilitate the introduction
of the upper portion of the form into a garment,
When the arm members have been inserted into
the sleeves of the garment, they may be swung
down to their approximately horizontal position,
whereupon the form will be in its proper shape.

Further advantageous features of structure will
be apparent from the following description of an
embodiment of the invention and from the illus-
tration thereof on the drawings of which—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of a form em-
bodying the invention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the parts of
a two-piece arm member.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of g one-piece
arm member.

Figure 4 is an elevational view of the upper
portion of the form shown in Figure 1, the parts
being shown in a position to receive a garment.

Figure 5 is an elevational view of the upper

. bortion of the form folded up for packing.

Figure 6 is a section on the line 6—§ of Fig-
ure 1,
- Figure 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of
portions of an arm member and a side link.

Figure 8 is a section on the line 8—8 of Fig.
ure 1.

Figure 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of
the stretcher bar shown in Figure 1.

The form illustrated on the drawings consists
essentially of a neck piece 10, a pair of arm mem-
bers 12 and 14, a pair of side links 16 and 18,

(CL 223—69)

8 transverse waist member 20, 3 pair of elon-
gated strips or skirt members 22 and 24 extend-
ing downward from the waist member, and a
stretcher bar 26 between the lower portions of
the strips 22 and 24 to hold them apart. The 5
foregoing parts of the form are preferably made

of rigid composition board or molded plastic
which is waterproof and not subject to warping
when exposed to moisture. The neck piece (0
may consist of a small piece of board of rectan- 10
gular or other desired shape having two horizon-

tal slots 30 and 32 and a vertical slot 84. The
arm members {2 and {4, which, more properly,
are combined arm and shoulder members, are
pivoted at their inner ends to the neck piece 18. 15
For this purpose, a pair of rivets or eyelets 36
and 38 may be employed as pivot elements, these
elements extending through the slots 20 and 32,
respectively, and being adjustably slidable therein

to adjust the arm members {2 and i4 toward or 20
from each other. The eyelets 36 and 38, as in-
dicated in Figure 6, also pass through the end
portions of a pair of respective strips 48 and
42, these strips being pivotally joined together
at their other ends as by a bolt 44 riding in the
slob 84 and having a nut 48 thereon by which it
may be secured in adjusted position. When the
nut 48 is loosened, the bolt 44 may be pushed
up or down in the slot 34, the toggle action of .
the links 40 and 42 resulting in a correspond- 50
ing displacement of the eyelets 36 and 33 toward

or from each other.

Suitable suspension means may be provided
for the form on the neck piece 18. As shown,
an aperture 48 is provided which can receive g 9%
hook or other supporting element. If desired,
a loop &0 of cord may be passed through the aper-
ture 48 to facilitate hanging the form on a sta-
tionary hook or peg.

The arm members 12 and {4 may be made of
two pieces of board as indicated in Figure 2 or
of a single piece as indicated in Figure 3. 'The
parts of the two-piece structure are pivotally
Joined as at §2 by a rivet or eyelet so as to per- .
mit the two parts to be folded together for pur- 49
poses of space economy for packing, as indicated
in Figure 5. When the outer portion of the arm
member is swung out to its position for use, it
is held in such position by suitable stop means
such as a lug 54 secured in one portion of the
arm member and engaging the adjacent end
edge of the other part of the arm member. If
desired, a notch 56 may be provided in such end
edge to receive the lug.

The waist member 26 is preferably adjustable 55
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in length. To this end, the member may consist
of three pieces of board, namely, a pair of hip
pieces 60 and 62 connected by a horizontal bar
64. The parts 60 and 62 may have horizontal
slots 66 and 68, respectively, in which ride a pair

of lugs 70 and 12 secured to the end portions of -

the bar 64. Thin metal plates T4 and T6 are
secured to the parts 60 and 62, respectively, these
plates having bolts 718 and 80 extending there-
through and also through respective slots 82 and

84 in the bar 64. The bolts 18 and 88 are pro-:

vided with nuts by which the plates 74 and T6
may be securely clamped in adjusted positions to

the bar 64. Thus the parts 60 and 62 may be
adjusted toward or from each other without dis-:
turbing their angular relation to the bar 64 and.

to each other.

This waist member is suspended from the arm
members by the side links 16 and 18, the latter
being pivotally attached as at 90 and 82 to the
arms 12 and 14, respectively, between the ends
thereof. The links 16 and i8 are pivotally at-
tached at their lower ends as at 94 and 96 to
the parts 60 and 62 of the waist member. ‘When
the form is suspended by the loop §0, the links

16 and 18 pull downward on the arm members 12

and 14 and thus tend to rock them downwardly
about the pivots 36 and 38. 'To limit such rock-
ing movement to the position shown in Figure 1,
suitable stop means are provided. As shown,
such stop means may consist of pins 100 and 102
secured to the arm members and adapted to en-

gage an edge portion of the respective links 16

and 18. These links may be provided with lat-
erally extending lugs 104 and {06, respectively,
to be engaged by the stop pins {00 and 102,
Since the pivot pins 90 and 92 are between the
ends of the respective arm members 12 and I4,
the shoulder portions of these members, together
with the neck piece 10, will move into a position
between the links 16 and 18 when the arm mem-
bers are swung to their upright positions as in-
dicated in Figure 4. This facilitates the insertion
of the form into a garment which has been
washed, or, what amounts to the same thing, the
pulling of a garment over the form. When the
sleeves of the garment have been pulled over the
arm members 12 and 14, these members can
then be swung down to their outwardly extend-
ed positions as shown in Figure 1, the side links
16 and 18 being thereby rocked to an upwardly
diverging relation suitable for blocking the upper.
body portion of the garment.

If the garment to be blocked has a skirt por-
tion, this may be formed on the lower part of
the form, such lower part consisting of the rigid
skirt pieces 22 and 24 which are preferably re-
movably attached to the parts 60 and 62 of the
waist member by snap-button fasteners (10 and
112, respectively, or other suitable detachable
means., The skirt members 22 and 24 are pref-

erably provided along their innr opposed edges
with series of notches (14 and 116 adapted to be
entered by pins 118 and 120 on the end portions
of the spreader bar 26. This bar is preferably
adjustable in length and for that purpose may bhe
made of two overlapping pieces which overlap
and are slotted to receive suitable means, such as
a bolt and nut 122, to clamp the two parts of the
spreader bar together in adjusted position, as
indicated in Figure 9. By means of the several
notches 114 and 1186, the distance of the spreader
bar 26 from the waist member 20 may be adjusted
according to the length of the skirt of the gar-
ment, so that the hem of the skirt can be se-
cured to the spreader bar to prevent longitudinal
shrinking of the skirt.

It is evident that various modifications and
changes may be made in the embodiment of the
invention herein shown and described without
departing from the spirit or scope thereof as de-
fined in the following claims. - )

I claim: R

1. A form for a garment, comprising a neck
member, two arm members pivoted at their inner
ends to said neck member, means for adjustably
shifting said ends toward and from each other,
a pair of side links pivotally attached at-their
upper ends to respective arm members at points
between the ends thereof, stop means on each

arm member engageable by the corresponding

link to limit the extent of rocking movement of
said arms from an upright to an approximately
horizontal position, and a waist member pivotal-
Iy attached to the lower ends of said side links. .
2. In a form for a garment, & neck piece, a pair
of spaced pivot elements carried by said neck
piece, a pair of arm members rockable about said
respective pivot elements from upright positions

to laterally extending positions, means for ad-.

justing said pivot elements toward and from each
other, said means including a pair of toggle links
having said pivot elements at their free ends,
and means for securing said toggle links in ad-
justed position, a pair of side elements pivotally
attached to said arm members respectively at
points spaced from said pivot elements, and a
waist member pivotally attached to both of said
side elements.

3. In a form for a garment, & neck member
comprising a piece of composition board -having
a central vertical slot and a pair of -alined hori-
zontal slots therein, a toggle member consisting
of a pair of links and a common pivot element
connecting said links and adjustably secured in
the vertical slot, a pair of arm members, and a
pivot element connecting an end of each toggle
link with an end of a corresponding arm mem-
per, the pivots for the arm members being slid-
able in respective horizontal slots yhen the toggle
pivot is shifted in the vertical slot.

SETH C. SPERRY.
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