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To all whom it may concern: . . . . . 
Be it known that I, JosEPH ALBERT KIM 

BALL of the city and county of New York, in 
the State of New York, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Dental 
Tool Holders, adapted to serve also as parti 
tions in drawers, of which the following is a 
specification. - 8 ' ' . 

I make the tool-holders in convenient 
O 

notched, so as to serve conveniently in keep 
ing in place instruments laid transversely 
thereto by receiving them in the several 
notches or scallops. 
The device may be used for holding pens, 

artists' brushes, and various other articles... if 
IS 

esteem it especially useful for dentists' use in 
retaining the several small tools used in filling 

2O 

I Will describe it as being so applied. It may 
stand alone on a work-table or other support. ing-surface, and may hold securely in place 
the several instruments as they shall be suc 
cessively laid down, one end of each resting on 
the table or other support and the other end, 
or another portion of the tool, lying in one of 
the notches. - . . . . . 
The holders are more especially intended to 
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3C 
riors of drawers or other shallow boxes. I 
provide means for conveniently adjusting the 
length and for matching the ends firmly against 
the perpendicular faces of the interior of the 
drawer. 35 Y 
I provide for varying the length by making 

the device in two or more sections slotted lon. 
gitudinally and connected so that they may 
be adjusted to various positions longitudi. 

4o nally, 

opment of the invention the under side is 
coated with soft vulcanized rubber or analo 
gous soft material having high frictional quali 
ties, which enable it to retain its place with 
out slipping under any slight strains. The 
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outer end of each section is equipped with a 
point, which on its being thrust outward, so as 
to press it firmly against the interior of the 

So drawer, engages therewith and aids to hold the 
device in place. The interior of the drawer 

teeth and analogous operations on the teeth. 

serve as partitions extending across the inte 

In what i esteem the most complete devel 

lengths-say eight (8) inches--with a narrow, 
upper edge smoothly waved, scalloped, or 

may be grooved vertically to adapt it there 
for; but my device will hold with considerable force on having its ends pressed forcibly out 
ward without such previous preparation of the 55 
engaging-surface. The points at the ends of 
the sections correspondin height with the 
slots which extend longitudinally along the 
main bodies of the several sections. When I 
choose to introduce the holder as a transverse 6o 
holder, by which I mean one holder arranged 
transversely or T wise to another holder, one . . . 
end of the transverse holder abuts against the 
interior of the drawer and the point at the 
other end engages in a slot in the previously: 65 . . 
placed holder. The transverse holder is set , firmly in place by the same means as the prin 
cipal holder-to wit, by placing it in position 
and extending it lengthwise. I provide for 
holding each pair of sections firmly in their 70 
proper positions relatively to each other when 
adjusted. . . . . 
The accompanying drawings form a part of 

this specification, and represent what I con 
sider the best means of carrying out the inven- 75. 
tion. . . . . . . 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
device in use as a partition in a drawer. The remaining figures are on a larger scale. Fig. . 
2 is a cross-section showing a dental tool laid 8o 
across and held against rolling by my tool . . . . 
holder. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of one with 
a cross-section of another standing at right 7 
angles thereto. Fig. 4 is a corresponding plan 
view. Figs. 5 and 6 show a modification. Fig. 85 
5 is a side view, with a cross-section through. 
the adjacent portion, of a transversely - ar 
ranged holder. Fig. 6 is a vertical section on 
the linea a in Fig. 5. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-go 
sponding parts in all the figures where they 
OCCUI. . . . . . . . . . . . 

A is a drawer adapted to accommodate den. 
tists tools. - . . . . . . . . 

B'B' are two sections of my tool-holder, each 95. 
widened at one end, as indicated by Bi, and . . . 
equipped at that end with a point, b. The 
wide portions at the ends are adapted to af. 
ford lateral support and hold up the sections 
B'B' in their proper vertical positions, how too. 
ever they may be loaded with tools. A slot, 
c, extends lengthwise of each section. The 
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two sections are held together by screws C, 
extending through the slots and receiving 
milled thumb-nuts D. 
E is a sheet of soft vulcanized rubber, ap 

plied by a solution of rubber in naphtha, or 
other suitable cement, e, covering the whole 
or principal portion of the lower face of each 
section B*. The sheet E may be pure or va 
riously mixed. It may be preferable for sonne 
reasons to have a fabric embodied in it. This 
layer forms a soft face to match closely and to 
avoid scratching or anywise marring the sur 
face on which it may be used. Another and 
especially important function performed by 
this bottom layer is to prevent slipping. In 
dia-rubber and its compounds possess great 
frictional qualities. A moderate weight in the 
metal part resting on this rubber facing main 
E. its place with great tenacity by its fric 
O . 

For use on a bracket, table or other open 
support, the device may be set in any desired 
condition, either its most extended or most 
contracted or intermediate condition, prefer 
ably with the notches in the two sections coin 
ciding with each other. For use as a partition 
in a drawer the nuts D are slackened, and after 
being introduced into the drawer in the re 
quired position the sections are moved longi 
tudinally on each other until the points b at 
the ends of each are forced into strong con 
tact with the inner faces of the drawer. Then 
holding it in position with one hand the thumb 
nuts D are tightened with the other and the 
device is firmly set. If a transverse partition 
is to be introduced, the same means for intro 
ducing it are employed, the difference being 
simply that only one end of the transverse 
holder will engage with the inner face of the 
drawer, and the other end, belonging to the 
other section thereof, will engage in the slot 
c of the holder or partition previously set. 
In any of the conditions in which my holder 

is adjusted for use it is capable, first, of stand 
ing firmly on its feet supported on the bottom. 
of the drawer or on the work-table or other 
plane support; second, its rubber or analogous 
base gives it strong frictional qualities for 
keeping itself in place; third, if it is intro 
duced in a drawer its pointsb engage with the 
inner face of the drawer and hold the device 
very firmly, so that it may serve both as a 
tool-holder by allowing the tools to rest in its 
notches in the same manner as when it is used 
on an open table, and also to serve as a parti 
tion in the drawer for holding loose tools or any 
materials in separate compartments; fourth, 
when it is used as a transverse partition one 
of these points engages conveniently in the 
slot in the previously-set holder or partition. 

I have represented in Figs. 5 and 6 a modi 
fication in which the broad ends Bk are omit 
ted, and in lieu thereof a continuous web or 
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foot is extended along the bottom of each sec 
tion. When the two sections are applied to 
gether, the foot of one section extends in one 
direction and the foot of the other section ex 
tends in the opposite direction. 
form together a reliable support, holding the 
device with the same general effect as the 
broad ends B*. The slots and the pinching 
screws and nuts may be the same in this form 
of the invention as in that first described. The 
ends cut under, as shown, facilitate the match 
ing of one pair of sections transversely against 
another pair of sections, so as to form a parti 
tion and a transverse partition in a drawer. 
Other modifications may be made in the de 

tails without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing the advantages of the invention. I 
propose in ordinary cases to make the main 
body of each part of sheet steel, brass, or other 
rolled metal of proper thickness. They may 
be conveniently made by dies. The broad por 
tions Bk at the ends may be made ornamental, 
of soft metal or other suitable material, cast in 
place or otherwise affixed on the sheet-metal 
bodies. The points b may be formed sepa 
rately and inserted in holes produced in the 
separately-cast ends B*; but this is not essen 
tial. In the form shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the 
dies may be so shaped as to form the points b 
in one with the bodies. 
I can cast the whole of each part B. B. b 

complete in one piece. In such case I would 
make the body B' thicker than would be nec 
essary if it were of rolled metal, and having 
obtained sufficient weight by the metal in the 
body I could very much reduce the quantity 
of metal in the end B*. 

However the parts are made and however 
they may be varied in proportion, the whole 
should be finished smoothly except on the bot 
tom. I prefer that the bottoms be left rough 
in order to facilitate the adhesion of the rub 
ber or other bottom facing, E. 
I claim as my invention 
1. The extensible tool-holder described, hav 

The two feet 
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ing a notched upper edge and a broad base and 
slotted body, with holding means D, adapted 
to serve the double functions of a tool-holder, 
and an adjustable partition for a drawer, as 
herein specified. . . . 

2. The two-part tool-holder B'B' and hold. 
ing means D, each part equipped with ends B 
b, adapted to engage with the interior of a 
drawer, as herein specified. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand, at New York city, this 16th day of Au 
gust, 1887, in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. - 

JOSEPH ALBERT KIMBALL. 
Witnesses: 

H. A. JoHNSTONE, 
M. F. BOYLE. 
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