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This present invention relates to certain new 
and useful improvements in a banker's protective 
appliance and has for its primary object the pro 
vision of a trap by means of which the robber is 
automatically caught and at the same time the 
bank official is protected. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a banker's protective appliance of . 
the character stated which is constructed in Such 

10. a manner that the burglar will be dropped through 
the floor from in front of the cage while at the 
same instant a protecting plate is raised auto 
matically in front of the bank official in the cage. 
A further object of the invention resides in the 

15 provision of a banker's protective appliance of 
the character stated which is operated by a Small 
pedal within the cage which serves to automatical 
ly release all of the operative parts of the struc 
ture with one operation. 
A still further object of the invention resides 

in the provision of a banker's protective appliance 
of the character stated which is composed of the 
minimum number of parts of simple and inexpen 
sive construction and operation and which Will 
serve to effectively protect and defend the bank 
official attacked, from a person in front of the 
Cage. 
A still further object of the invention resides 

in the provision of a bank robbers' trap of the 
character stated which is entirely practical and 
highly efficient in operation and may be released 
for operation by the bank official even at the 
same time he is forced to raise his hands or obey 
other orders of the would-be robber. 
To the accomplishment of these and related 

objects as shall become apparent as the descrip 
tion proceeds my invention resides in the con 
struction, combination and arrangement of parts 
as shall be hereinafter more fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings and pointed 
out in the claims hereunto appended. 
The invention will be best understood and can 

be more clearly described when reference is had 
to the drawings, forming a part of this dis 
closure, wherein like characters indicate like 
parts throughout the several views. 
In the drawingS:- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a bank official's 

cage and the mechanism of the present invention 
beneath the same under normal conditions; 

Figure 2 is a vertical Section, taken Substan 
tially on the plane of line 2-2 of Figure 1, looking 
in the direction indicated by the arrows; 

Figure 3 is a horizontal transverse section, taken 
substantially on the plane of line 3-3 of Figure 
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2, looking in the direction indicated by the ?? 
rOWS; and 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing 
all of the operative parts of the bank robbers' 
trap, and operation thereof. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, it is 
to be noted that a pair of trap doors or drop doors 
6 are provided in the floor 7, immediately in front 
of the bank official's cage 8. The trap doors or 
drop doors 6 are hingedly mounted to the under 
face of the floor 7, at the outer longitudinal edges 
of the doors 6 by appropriate hinges 9. Each door 
6, has an angularly extended bar 10 mounted by 
a turned end 11 on its underface and carrying a 
Weight 12 at its free end which is adapted to en 
gage the underside of the floor 7 when the doors. 
6 swing downwardly to open position. The 
Weights 12, however, tend to normally SWing 
the doors 6 on their hinges 9 towards closed posi 
tion. A latch 13 is normally engaged with the 
underface of the doors 6, at the inner ends there 
of to firmly hold the doors 6 in their normal hori 
Zontal or closed position. The latch 13 consti 
tutes the depending arm of a bell crank 14 which 
is fulcrumed at its central portion on the fulcrum 
pin 15 supported in the lower solid portion 16 of 
the front of the teller's cage 8, a pocket 17 
being provided in said lower portion 16 of the 
front wall for the accommodation of the latch 
13. The horizontal arm 18 of this bell crank ex 
tends into the front of the cage 8 for the teller 
or other bank official and has an elongated longi 
tudinal slot 19 in which operates the pin 20 car 
ried on one end of the forked member 21. The 
other end or arm of the forked member 21 is in 
the form of a latch finger 22 which is normally 
engaged over the plate 23 projecting laterally 
from the vertically movable protecting plate 24 
which works vertically between pairs of guide 
rollers 25 engaging the vertical edges of Said pro 
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tecting plate 24, beneath the shelf 26 for the cage 
window 27 and through a slot 28 of which shelf 
26 the protecting plate 24 operates. A pair of 
legs 29 depend from the lower edge of the pro 
tecting plate 24, at the corners thereof and 
through the floor 7, within the cage 8. A chain 
Or cable 30 is Secured by its lower end to the lower 
end of a leg 29 and passes over a guide pulley 31 
carried in a bracket 32 depending from the 
underside of the floor 7 to connect With a heavy 
Weight 33 on the remaining end of the chain or 
cable 30 to counter-balance or Over-balance the 
Weight of the protecting plate 24 and cause a 
quick and positive raising of the same through 
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