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o all whom it may concern: _
Be it known thatl, ARCHABLE E.STEARMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Vichy, in the county of Maries and State of
5 Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Devices for Adjusting
Coupling - Links for Railway-Cars; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, refer-
1o ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a dravw-
head with my improvements attached. Fig.
218 a front view of the same. S
15 My invention relates to a simple device
adapted to be attached to railway-cars, where-
by the coupling-link is adjusted to enter the
draw-heads of cars of different heights; and
my invention consists of the novel arrange-
20 ment, construction, and combination of de-
vices to be hereinafter more fally set forth.
Heretofore various devices have been con-
structed with a view to adjusting the coup-
ling-links as before stated; butthe complicated
25 nature of most of these devices and the ex-
pense that necessarily attends the placing of
such devices on the cars now in use have been
objectionable. To overcome these difficulties
I have constructed a simple device which can
35 be applied to the cars now in general use at a
trifling cost, and it isso arranged that the link
is readily adjusted from the outside of the
cars.
To enable others skilled in the art to make

* 35 and use my invention, I will proceed to de-

scribe the exact manner in which I have car-
ried it out.

In the said drawings, A represents a draw-
head, B the coupling-link, and C the coup-

4o ling-pin, all of which may be constructed in
any well-known manner. .

Secured to the front of the car by eyebolts
or other well-known means is my improved
link-adjusting device D, which is preferably

5 made of heavy wire. At the center this ad-
Justing device is bent outward, as at «, so as
to conform to the size and shape of the draw-

head, a short distance beyond which it pro-
jeets. At 0, on each side of the draw-head, is
a straight portion, the ends of which pass 50
through eyebolts or staples, as before referred

-to, and by means of which the device has a

vertical movement, and is secured to the car.
The ends of the wire, after passing through
the said eyebolts,are bent or otherwise formed 55
with eranks or handles C, by means of which
the operator, from the outside of the car, read-
ily adjusts and guides the link into the draw-
head of an approaching ear; and from the eon-
struction shown and above described it will 6o
be seen that the device is formed in one con-

-tinuous piece of metal, and from its peculiar

construction it can be placed upon any car at
a trifling cost and at the expense of a few min-
utes’ labor. 68

Beneath the draw-head, and secured in the
body of the car, I place an L-shaped stop, B,
made preferably of wire, and so arranged that
its forward end arrests the downward move-
ment of thelink-adjusting device under which 7o
the forward end of the wire which forms the
stop is passed, as shown in Fig, 1. .

‘Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— 75

1. In combination with the draw-head of a
railway-car, the herein-described link-adjust-
ing device, consisting, preferably, of heavy
wire provided with the bends ¢, b, and ¢, and
the means deseribed for supporting the said 8o
device, all arranged to operate substantially
as herein set forth. )

2. In combination with the draw-head of a
railway-car, theherein-described adjusting de-
vice, composed of a single piece of heavy wire 85
and the L-shaped stop I, all constructed of a
single piece of heavy wire, all arranged to op-
eratesubstantially as and for the purposespeei-
fled. :
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