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This invention relates to a new plastic cover for plas-
tic containers of the “flush-fill” type. In particular, it
relates to a molded plastic cover which provides an im-
proved guality of fit onto the container,

Plastic “flush-fill” containers, namely those plastic con-
tainers which have a bead at the top edge for engaging the
cover and thus can be filled up to the top or “flush,” are
used for many types of food products. Previously de-
scribed covers for such containers f£ail to provide a com-
bination of two desired properties, namely the ability to
snap-fit over the container and the ability to nest or stack
in antomatic-cover dispensing machines without being
locked into one another.

One object of this invention is fo provide a snap-fit
cover for flush-fill containers which can be stacked with
other identical covers without locking.

A further object of this invention is to provide such a
cover which has means for holding an insert such as a
preprinted cardboard insert used for advertising or the
like. :

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be
apparent from the description and claims which follow
and from the appended drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1is a median sectional view of a “flush-fill” con-
tainer having a circular opening, a slight body taper and a
top bead at the edge.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a cover made in accordance
with this invention.

FIG. 3 is a side view, slightly enlarged, of the cover
illustrated in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a section along line 4—4 of FIGURE 2 en-
larged to compare with the size of FIG. 3.

The invention comprises generally a flexible molded
cover having a flat, horizontal body portion of approxi-
mately the same size and shape as the circular opening
_ of the container, a vertical portion extending downward
and having an outwardly flaring manipulable lip, a plu-
rality of vertical spaced ribbed protrusions on the outer
surface of said vertical portion and extending the height
of said vertical portion, a concentric ring extending up-
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ward from said flat body portion, and an inner bead on

2
said vertical portion spaced so as o fit over the bead of
the container. In one form of the invention, the concen-
tric upper ring is provided with a plurality of inwardly
directed protuberances which provide a means for hold-
ing an insert such as a pre-printed cardboard insert.

Referring now to the drawings, the flush-fill, circular-
opening container 11 illustrated in FIGURE 1 has a top
bead 12 and a flange 13. The illustrated cover 21 has a
flat horizontal body portion 22 above which projects a
concentric ring or flange 23 having a plurality of in-
wardly directed protrusions 24 spaced above said body
portion 22 so as to form a space for the insertion of an
insert. Depending from the body portion 22 is a vertical
wall 26 having on its outer surface a plurality of spaced
protrusions 27 extending substantially the entire height
of the wall and terminating at the offset body portion
which forms an cutwardly flaring manipulable lip 29,
A bead 39 on the inner surface of the wall 26 forms a
groove 31 with the wall 26 and the body portion 22 so
as fo engage the bead 2 of the container and to hold
it in fixed locking position. The concentric ring or flange
23 bhas a plurality of ribs 28 spaced in vertical position.

The materials of construction are varied and include
such common plastics as polystyrene or polyethylene.
The covers of this invention are preferably made by in-
jection molding although they can be made by other
processes. The covers of this invention can be easily
stacked one upon the other without any possibility of
locking and yet provide a snap fit.

I claim:

A ilexible cover for use with a container having a
circular opening, a slight body taper and a bead at its
top rim, comprising a substantially flat, horizontal body
portion terminating in a circumferential downwardly di-
rected vertical wall; the outer surface of said wall being
provided with a plurality of spaced vertical protrusions;
the inner surface of said wall being provided with a cir-
cumferential bead engageable with said container bead;
the bottom of said wall being outwardly flaring to provide
a manipulable lip; the top of said body portion being pro-
vided with a concentric upwardly-directed ring having a
plorality of inwardly-directed horizontal protuberances.

References Cited by the Examiner

UNITED STATES PATENTS

2,766,796 10/56 Tupper
2,947,463 8/60 Conklin ——_________

FRANKLIN T. GARRETT, Primary Examiner.



