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To all whom it may concern; a- . 
Beit known that I, PATRICKS. O'DoN 

NELL, a subject of the King of Great Brit: 
ain, residing at Chicago, in the county of 
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Cigarette-Cases, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This, invention relates to cases or holders 

for containing, cigarettes or cigars and has 
for its main object to provide a simple, con 
venient, and easily, manipulated case or 
holder that will completely protect the ar 
ticles from, injury, that can be conveniently 
carried in the pocket of the user, and that 
will facilitate the withdrawal of the arti 
cles successively, as used. 
To this end the invention comprises es 

sentially, a box, containing a spring-actu 
ated follower acting laterally upon a row 
of cigarettes therein, and an ejector for 
withdrawing the foremost cigarette by an 
endwise movement, all, constructed and or 
ganized substantially as hereinafter de 
described and defined in the appended 
claims. . 
The article of my invention, its mode of 

use, and the advantages inhering therein 
will be readily, understood when considered 
in connection with the accomparying draw 
ing, which illustrates one practical embodi 
ment of the invention, and in which - Figure it is a top plan view of the ciga 
rette case. with the cover thrown open and 
showing a row of cigarettes therein, and 
with the spring-pressed follower in fully 
retracted and locked position. Fig. 2 is an 
edge view of the same as seen from the left 
of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a top 
plan view of the case in close position with 
the cover locked, and a portion of the cover 
and front wall broken out to disclose under 
lying parts. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section 
showing the relative positions of the parts 
when the box has been about half emptied, 
and also showing in dotted lines the with 
drawn position of the ejector and the fore 
most cigarette partially withdrawn thereby. 
Fig. 6 is an inner face view of the foll 
lower-head. Fig. 7 is a perspective detail 
illustrating a catch for holding the follower 
in fully retracted position. 

Referring to the drawing, 10 designates 

as an entirety the body of the box, which, 
in the form shown, is a rectangular struc 
ture of slightly greater thickness than the 
cigarettes adapted to be contained therein 
and has rounded front and rear ends 11 
and 12, respectively, flat side edges 13, and 
a flat hinged cover 14 adapted to close the 
open upper side of the box. 

Slightly inwardly of what I term the fore 
most end wall 11 is secured an inner or false 
end wall 15, concave in cross-section, which 
Wall, as shown in Fig. 5, extends something 
more than half the width of the box, and 
forms an abutment or stop for the foremost 
cigarette. In one side edge 13 and just in 
Wardly of the outer end of the inner wall 
1 is formed an exit opening 16 that is of 
slightly greater diameter than the diameter 
of a cigarette such as the case is designed to 
contain. Slidably mounted against the rear 
or outer side of the wall 15 is an ejector 17 
that is formed in its inner end with an in 
Wardly extending foot 18 normally lying 
within a countersink or recess 19 in the 
other side edge of the box, and on its outer 
end has a laterally extending lug or handle 
20 normally overlying the side edge wall 
below the opening 16 and adapted to be en 
gaged by the thumb or finger of the user 
to withdraw the ejector. This ejector is 
Spring-retracted, for which purpose, it is 
provided on its rear side with alug 21 to 
which is attached one end of a tensile spring 
22, the other end of which spring is at 
tached to a similar lug 23 on the back side 
of the inner end of the fixed wall 15, said 
lug 28 extending through a longitudinal slot 
2 in the ejector 17. - 
The follower which acts to normally force 

the row of cigarettes against the wall 15 
in position to be extracted by the ejector 
comprises, in the form shown, a follower 
head designated as an entirety by 25, a 
shank or stern 26, herein shown as of lazy 
tongs form, and tensile springs 27 which 
connect the foremost arms of the lazy tongs 
thereby constantly tending to expand the 
latter and advance the follower-head. Ex 
tending through the forward ends of the 
foremost arms of the lazy tongs are cross 
pins 28 to which the ends of the springs 27. 
are connected, and which cross-pins also 
slidably engage shots 29 (Fig. 5) in the op 
posite side walls of the follower-head. 25. 
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The rear ends of the foremost arms of the 
lazy tongs are preferably pivotally con 
nected to the ends of a cross-bar 30. 
The cover 14 is locked in closed position 

by means of a small knob 31 on the inner 
side of the cover near its free edge which 
passes through a hole 32 in the upper side 
wall of the case and is engaged by the 
forked end 33 of a slide 34 that is secured 
by a pin-and-slot mount 35 to the under side 
of the upper wall of the case, and at its 
outer end has a laterally extending lug or 
handle 36 adapted to be engaged by the 
thumb or finger of the user to withdraw the 
slide and unlock the cover. 

In its fully retracted position, the fol 
lower is contained mainly within the round 
ed end portion 12 of the case, as shown in 
Fig. 3, and is locked in such position when 
the slide 34 is in the retracted position 
shown in Fig. 1 by means of a catch 37 
formed on the upper side wall of the fol 
lower-head 25 which, as the follower-head 
is pushed back, snaps beneath and behind 
a laterally bent tooth 38 formed on the 
forked inner end of the slide 34, to facili 
tate which the lower edge of the tooth 38 is 
given a rounded or cam form 38 as best 
shown in the detail view Fig. 7, the catch 
37 having sufficient elasticity to flex be 
neath the cam edge 38 of the tooth and Snap 
up behind its rear edge. The follower is 
thus locked in retracted position during the 
loading of the box; and when this is accom 
plished, the cover is closed, and the slide 34 
pushed in which simultaneously locks the 
cover and, by carrying the tooth 38 beyond 
the catch 37, the follower is at once released 
and exerts its pressure upon the foremost 
cigarette of the row. When the user wishes 
to extract a cigarette he merely seizes the 
lug 20, withdraws the ejector 17, the foot 18 
of which by acting endwise upon the fore 
most cigarette forces the latter sufficiently 
through the exit hole 16 to enable it to be 
readily grasped and withdrawn, the ejector 
returning to normal position when released 
under the action of spring 22. 
From the foregoing it will be readily ap 

parent how the article described effects the 
stated purposes and objects of the invention. 
My improved cigarette case, which, as here 
inabove suggested, might, of course, be used 
for cigars or other articles of the general 
form of cigarettes and cigars, completely 
incases or incloses the articles, thus protect 
ing them from breakage or other injury, 
and forms a simple and compact object 
readily carried in the pocket of the user. 
Without limiting myself to the precise de 

tails of structure and arrangement shown 
and described, I claim 

1. In a cigarette case, the combination of 
a box having a delivery opening in one side 
edge and a hinged cover forming in part 

1,181,866 

one side wall thereof, a spring - actuated 
follower in said box operating to exert side 
wise pressure on a row of cigarettes in said 
box and maintain the foremost cigarette 
opposite said opening, an ejector operative 
to force said foremost cigarette through said 
opening, and a lock-bar serving at one limit 
of its movement to unlock said cover and 
lock said follower in retracted position and 
at the other limit of its movement to lock 
said cover and release said follower. 

2. In a cigarette case, the combination of 
a box adapted to hold a row of cigarettes 
arranged side-by-side and having a delivery 
opening in one side edge, a spring-actuated 
follower in said box operating to press the 
cigarettes laterally and maintain the fore 
most cigarette of the row opposite said 
opening, a stop-plate extending partially 
across Said box just beyond said opening 
and formed with a rearwardly extending 
lug, an ejector slidably mounted trans 
versely of the box directly behind said stop 
plate and slotted lengthwise to accommo 
date said lug of the stop-plate, an inwardly 
projecting foot on said ejector extending 
transversely of and limited as to its outward 
movement by the inner end of sald stop 
plate, a lug on the back of said ejector, and 
a tensile spring connecting said lugs. 

3. In a cigarette case, the combination of 
a box adapted to hold a row of cigarettes 
arranged side-by-side and having a delivery 
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opening in One side edge and a hunged cover, 
a spring-actuated follower in said box oper 
ating to press the cigarettes laterally and 
maintain the foremost cigarette of the row 
opposite said opening, and formed with a 
catch member, an ejector operative to force 
said foremost cigarette through said open 
ing, and a slidably mounted lock-bar having 
a catch member that, in the retracted posi 
tion of said lock-bar, is automatically en 
gaged by said follower catch member when 
said follower is naoved to fully retracted po 
sition. 

4. In a cigarette case, the combination of 
a box adapted to hold a row of cigarettes 
arranged side-by-side and haying a de 
livery opening adjacent to one end of the 
box and a hinged cover formed with a lock 
ing lug adapted, when the cover is closed, to 
extend through the front wall of the box, a 
spring-actuated follower-head formed with 
a catch, and a lock-bar slidably mounted on 
the inner side of the front wall of the box 
and having a forked inner end adapted in 
its innermost position to engage said lug 
and lock the cover, and also having a tooth 
adapted in the outermost position of said 
lock-bar to engage said catch and hold said 
follower-head in retracted position. 

5. In a cigarette case, the combination of 
a box adapted to hold a row of cigarettes 
arranged side-by-side and having a delivery 
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opening adjacent to one end of the box, C. 
follower comprising a follower-head adept 
ed to laterally engage the rearmost ciga rette of the own formed with sloted 
side walls, a lazy tongs stem the arms of which are provided with cross-pins slid 
ably engaging the slots of said side walls, 
and a tensile spring connecting the foll 

(2) 

lower-head-engaging ends of said arms, and 
an ejector operative to force the foremos; ) 
cigarette of the row through said opening. 

IPATRACKS. O’DONNELL. 
Witnesses: 

SAMUEL N. PoRD, 

  


