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(54) Package of toothbrushes

(57) A package containing a plurality of toothbrush-
es to be used sequentially throughout the calendar year,
said package capable of storing any number of the said
toothbrushes until such a time as they are required,
each toothbrush being distinguished from at least one

other toothbrush by visual indicia, wherein the visual in-
dicia provides a cue to the user to change the brush to
the next one in the sequence at pre-determined periods
in the calendar year.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a package
comprising a plurality of toothbrushes having different
visual indicia.
[0002] Toothbrushes are used by virtually everyone in
at least the western world. Unfortunately, while dental
professionals recommend that a toothbrush should be
used twice a day for three months only, the majority of
people change their toothbrush much less frequently. In
Europe, the average is just 1.3 toothbrushes per con-
sumer per year.
[0003] Further, a new toothbrush removes up to 30%
more plaque during brushing than a brush which is three
months old.
[0004] The object of the invention is to provide tooth-
brushes which by way of visual means indicate to the
user at regular periods or dates during a calendar year
that a new toothbrush is required.
[0005] Accordingly, and in a first aspect, the invention
provides a package containing a plurality of toothbrush-
es to be used sequentially throughout the calendar year,
said package capable of storing any number of the said
toothbrushes until such a time as they are required,
each toothbrush being distinguished from at least one
other toothbrush by visual indicia, wherein the visual in-
dicia provides as a cue to the user to change the brush
to the next one in the sequence at pre-determined peri-
ods in the calendar year.
[0006] The package needs to be able to store the
brushes which are not being used. For example, should
the package comprise four toothbrushes, it will need to
be able to store three toothbrushes while the first is be-
ing used. It will also need to be able to store the next
two while the second is being used, and so on. By store
is meant that the brushes, in particular the bristles there-
of, need to be kept in good condition after purchase, dur-
ing storage and before use.
[0007] The toothbrushes each comprise visual indicia
which can be used to provide a cue to the user that the
brush needs changing at a given time during the year.
Preferably, the package comprises enough toothbrush-
es to be used by a single user in one calendar year. More
preferably the package comprises from two to ten tooth-
brushes, especially from three to six and most prefera-
bly four toothbrushes.
[0008] The toothbrushes comprise visual indicia
which distinguish the brushes from any one other brush.
Taking three as an example of the number of brushes,
two of the brushes may have identical visual indicia
while one brush has a different visual indicia. Accord-
ingly, the brush with different indicia should be used be-
tween the brushes with identical indicia. The system will
work providing that in any predetermined sequence of
use the next toothbrush will have a visual indicia which
is different from the brush currently in use.
[0009] In a preferred package which comprises four
toothbrushes, there may be two brushes with identical

indicia. There may also be two sets of two brushes with
each set having identical indicia. More preferably each
of the four brushes will have different visual indicia.
[0010] The visual indicia is a visual indication which
provides a cue to the user to consider whether the brush
currently in use should be changed for the next.
[0011] The visual indicia may be colour, symbol, de-
sign, text or combination thereof.
[0012] A colour visual indicia might be the colour of
the entire toothbrush save the bristles. Alternatively, it
may only be the bristles which are differently coloured.
[0013] Suitable colours might usefully cue the se-
quential passing of seasons through the year. For ex-
ample, a package comprising a blue, green, red and yel-
low toothbrush might cue winter, spring, summer and
autumn. When the consumer realises he is using the red
toothbrush in October he might be cued to change to
the yellow brush and so on through the year.
[0014] Symbolic indicia may, for example, represent
festivals in any particular nation or region. For example,
a toothbrush may have a symbol pertaining to Christ-
mas. Should the user realise that he is still using this
brush in March he will be cued to change to the next one
in the sequence.
[0015] Suitable symbols indicating events or periods
of the year around Winter include: Christmas, snow,
snowman, ice, skis, Jack Frost, etc.
[0016] Suitable symbols indicating events or periods
of the year around Spring include: lambs, blossom, daf-
fodils, etc.
[0017] Suitable symbols indicating events or periods
of the year around Summer include: flowers, bees, the
sun, the beach, a sailing boat, etc.
[0018] Suitable symbols indicating events or periods
of the year around Autumn include: falling leaves,
shades of brown foliage, etc.
[0019] Suitable designs might be incorporated into
the handle, preferably at the end furthest from the head
so as not to interfere with the grip of the brush. Typical
designs might be similar to those mentioned under the
symbols paragraphs above, i.e. a sun for Summer; a Fa-
ther Christmas or snowman for Winter; a lamb for Spring
and bee, sun or flower for Summer. Such a design would
preferably be part of the moulded handle for the brush-
es.
[0020] Suitable text might include the names of the
seasons, months, common activities or special days in
any given national calendar, e.g. President's Day,
Thanksgiving, Easter, Summer holidays!, May Day,
Michaelmas term, Exam time!, etc.
[0021] Of course any combination of these indicia
may be used provided that they act as a cue to the user
that a certain brush should be used at any particular time
of the year.
[0022] Preferably, the package should comprise
enough brushes for a year of toothbrushing. Preferably,
this could also mean that appropriate indicia are used
to make sure that a whole year can be covered in any
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one package. The purpose being that a consumer is pur-
chasing a year's supply of toothbrushes in one go. For
example, in the ideal scenario the package comprises
four toothbrushes. Accordingly, the toothbrushes will
each represent four periods of the year, e.g. the four
seasons.
[0023] In a preferred embodiment the package is re-
sealable.
[0024] In a further preferred embodiment the package
is transparent or at least translucent so that the consum-
er has opportunity to identify the next brush in the se-
quence by its visual indicia.
[0025] In a second aspect of the invention the inven-
tion provides a method for providing a plurality of tooth-
brushes for a single person's use for a year, said method
providing a package containing a plurality of toothbrush-
es to be used sequentially throughout the calendar year,
said package capable of storing any number of the said
toothbrushes until such a time as they are required,
each toothbrush being distinguished from at least one
other toothbrush by visual indicia, and providing a cue
to the user to change the brush to the next one in the
sequence at pre-determined periods in the calendar
year by way of visual indicia on the toothbrushes.

Claims

1. A package containing a plurality of toothbrushes to
be used sequentially throughout the calendar year,
said package capable of storing any number of the
said toothbrushes until such a time as they are re-
quired, each toothbrush being distinguished from at
least one other toothbrush by visual indicia, wherein
the visual indicia provides a cue to the user to
change the brush to the next one in the sequence
at pre-determined periods in the calendar year.

2. A package according to claim 1, wherein the visual
indicia is a colour, text, symbol, design or combina-
tion thereof.

3. A package according to claim 1 or 2, wherein each
toothbrush has a different visual indicia.

4. A package according to any preceding claim com-
prising four toothbrushes.

5. A package according to any preceding claim,
wherein the pre-determined periods in the calendar
year are the seasons.

6. A package according to any preceding claim,
wherein the pre-determined periods in the calendar
year are national or regional festivals.

7. A package according to any preceding claim,
wherein the pre-determined periods in the calendar

year are presented to the consumer by the media.

8. A package according to any preceding claim,
wherein the pre-determined periods in the calendar
year are substantially evenly spaced throughout the
year.

9. A method for providing a plurality of toothbrushes
for a single person's use for a year, said method
providing a package containing a plurality of tooth-
brushes to be used sequentially throughout the cal-
endar year, said package capable of storing any
number of the said toothbrushes until such a time
as they are required, each toothbrush being distin-
guished from at least one other toothbrush by visual
indicia, and providing a cue to the user to change
the brush to the next one in the sequence at prede-
termined periods in the calendar year by way of vis-
ual indicia on the toothbrushes.
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