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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jomn Bricxex, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Methods of Supply-
ing a Magazine with Blanks, of which the
following is a specification. :

My invention: relates to improvements in
method of supplying a magazine with
blanks. Tor the purpose of illustration I
shall describe the invention in connection
with a device for feeding cardboard discs or
caps to & milk bottle capping machine.

The paver caps, as purchased from fhe
manufacturer heretofore, are delivered .in

tubes made preferably of paper or card-

board, the ends of which are either closed or
crimped inwardly to prevent the paper caps
from falling out and to keep them clean.
There is some inconvenience attending the
removal of the paper caps from the card-
board container, as it is necessary to cut off
the end of the container, fit it onto the cap-
ping machine with the open end down. and
allow the contents to descend and be fed to
the machine one at a time. The tube or
container, therefore, constitutes a temporary
magazine and is thrown away when empty.
TFuarthermore, the actual cost of the card-
board container is an appreciable amount
and inasmuch as said containers are used in
considerable quantities by large dairies,
their aggregrate cost over a' period of
months is very considerable. Also such con-

tainers as are merely crimped at the end are -

not as-sanitary as they should be, as they fail
to exclude dust.

The general object of the present invention
is to overcome the present objections and also
to reduce the cost of the package or container
and henece of the caps as a whole.

Referring to the drawings—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a pack-
age partly unwrapped within its container;

Fig. 2 1s an elevation of a modified form
of container filled with the caps or discs;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a package
of caps before they are unwrapped, and

Fig. 4 is an end view of the container
with the caps therein.

The bottle capping machine may be of
any suitable construction and is provided
with a collar 1 adapted to form a seat for
and hold the container or magazine 2. The

magazine may also be secured by a clip 3.
The rest of the machine is not illustrated as
it forms no part of the present invention.
The caps for the bottles are stoved in the
container or magazine and consist, in the

present instance, of cardboard discs 4 ar- .
ranged in a vertical pile. . These caps are re- .
moved from the bottom of the pile one at a -

time during the operation of the machine

and pressed into the mouths of the bottles.

to close the latter. The magazine is prefer-
ably cylindrical and has a longitudinal slot
5 which may be of less length than the magsa-.

zine or which may extend from end to end. .
In ¥ig. 1 the upper end of the magazine is 7

reinforced by a metal ring 6 which also acts

as-a stop to prevent the caps 4 from falling

out of the magazine, if the latter is inverted.

Iin Figs. 2 and 4 the magazine consists.

simply of a sheet of metal 2 rolled to cy-
lindrical form, the edges of which do not

meet, thus providing a slot as long as the,

magazine itself. The cardboard caps are fur-
nished in a package 7, shown in Fig. 3, said
package consisting simply of a plurality of
caps rolled up in a sheet of paper 8, the

paper at the ends of the package being fold-.

ed down, as shown, to prevent unwrapping.
The paper is preferably of a distinctive
color for the reason that it is customary in
many- cases to provide caps which have the
day of the week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-

day, &c., printed thereon, and by using one .
color for caps printed “Monday” and an-:

other color for caps printed “Tuesday,” the
operator is assured that he is inserting the

proper caps.in the magazine without open-.

ing the package. . An:arrow or other sym-
bol or words ‘indicate the top and-bottom
of the package and hence the side of the
dises on which the printing appears. The
caps are introduced into the magazine by slip-
ping the package bodily into one end there-
of. In using the device of Fig. 1, the maga-
zine is simply lifted from the machine 1 and
is partially inverted, after which the pack-
age, which has a diameter somewhat less
than - the inner diameter of the tube, is
slipped thereinto with the edge of the paper
8 accessible through the slot or opening 5.
The operator then simply seizes the edge of
the paper and draws it out tangentially, as
shown in Fig. 1, thereby unwrapping the
package by imparting a rotary motion

thereto, the discs remaining in the maga- !
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zine in a compact group. In restoring the
magazine to the machine, the operator sim-

ply inserts his finger partway through the
slot or through the bottom opening thereby

keeping the dises from falling out until the
magazine is seated, as in Fig. 2.

In the form of device shown in Fig. 2 it
is not necessary to remove the magazine
from the machine as the package is simply
dropped through the open upper end there-
of and the wrapper thereafter removed in
the manner previously described, leaving
the discs in the magazine in o vertical pile.
In some cases, it facilitates the unwrapping
operation to partially unfold the folded-over
ends of the package, although in most cases
such preliminary step is not necessary, as
the ends unfold themselves as the paper is
pulled through the slot. The discs or caps
are somewhat smaller than the inner diam-
eter of the magazine, sufficient clearance
being provided to facilitate the ready re-
moval of the wrapping paper, which is
thereafter thrown away.

Where the contents of the package are
cylindrical in shape, as in the present in-
stance, the wrapper, as it is removed, im-
parts a rotary motion to the contents, the
wrapper sliding against the magazine and
simply rolling off of the contents without
slipping thereover except to a limited extent.
Where the contents are nen-cylindrical, how-
ever, or where, for other reasons, the shapes

‘of the contents and of the magazine or con-

tainer are such that said contents cannot
turn within said container, the outer wrap-
per may be removed by simply forcibly
sliding it over the contents and out of the
opening in the container. o

It is apparent that the invention is ca-
pable of various applications and, there-
fore, is not to be limited to the embodiment
thereof described herein except where limita-
tions appear in the appended claims.

What L claim is:— ;

1. The method of supplying blanks. to: a
machine, which consists in introducing said
blanks into said machine in a compact group
surrounded by a wrapper and thereafter re-
moving said wrapper laterally with refer-
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ence to said group, leaving said blanks in
said compact relation in said machine.

2. The method of introducing blanks into
a magazine which consists in wrapping said
blanks, introducing the package thus formed
into said magazine and withdrawing said
wrapper laterally with reference to said
package without withdrawing said blanks.

3. The method of introducing cylindrical
blanks inte a cylindrical magazine, which
consists in enclosing said blanks in a wrap-
per forming a cylindrical package, introduc-
ing said package into one end of said maga-
zine and withdrawing said wrapper through
the side of said magazine. ‘

4. The method of introducing cylindrical
blanks-into a cylindrical tube which consists
in first enclosing a compact group of said
blanks in wrappmg paper forming a cylin-
drical package, introducing said package
longitudinally into said tube, and withdraw-
ing sald wrapper tangentially through the
side of said tube, thereby rotating said
blanks and unwrapping them by a tangential
movement of the paper with respect thereto.

5. The method of supplying a magazine
with blanks, which consists in laterally
winding a wrapper around a sufficient quan-
tity- of said blanks, introducing the package
thus formed into said magazine, and there-
after removing said wrapper laterally there-
from.

8, The method of supplying blanks to a
magazine, which consists in completely en-
closing said blanks in a wrapper, inserting
the package thus formed into said maga-
zine, and thereafter withdrawing said wrap-
per, leaving said blanks in the same rela-
tive arrangement in said magazine.

7. The method of supplying a magazine

with blanks. which consists in enclosing -a
number of:said blanks in a wrapper, insert-
ing the package thus formed in said maga-
zine and thereafter removing.said wrapper
in a plane.tangential to the . circumference
of said blanks.

In testimony whereof, I have subscribed,

my name.

JOHN BRICKEN.
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