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This invention relates to swimming appli-
ances and has for its object the provision
of a novel apparatus which may be used
in case of emergency or for pleasure, in the
first instance the device constituting a life
saving means and in the latter instance con-
stituting a pleasure device as well as means
for giving instructions in swimming.

An important and more specific object is
the provision of a swimming apparatus em-
bodying float or. buoyant elements adapted
to be mounted upon the torso at the front
portion and to be held adjustably in place
by suitable securing means, the apparatus
further including buoyant members adapted
to be secured ‘Ld]ustably upon the legs of
the wearer and provided with funnel shaped
elements which will act to propel the wearer
through the water when the legs are moved
up and down as in swimming.

An additional object 1s to pl‘OVide an ap-
paratus of this character which will be sim-
ple and inexpensive in manufacture, easy to
apply and adjust, positive in action, effi-
cient and durable in service, and a general
improvement in the art,

‘With the above and other objects and
advantages in view, the invention con-
sists in the details of construction, and the
arrangement and combination of elements
to be hereinafter more fully deseribed and
claimed, and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which :—

Figure 1 1s a front elevation or perspec-
tive view of the apparatus showing it be-
ing worn by a person.

Figure 2 1s a rear view.

Figure 38 is a longitudinal section through
one of the floats adapted to be mounted upon
the body, and

Figure 4 is a detail vertical section
through one of the floats adapted to be
mounted upon the legs.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, I have shown the apparatus as com-
prising a pair of floats 10 intended to be
mounted upon the opposite sides of the chest
portion of the body of the wearer. These
floats, while capable of being formed of any
buoyant material, are pleiu'ably constructed
as hollow aluminum shells convexed on their
front sides as indicated at 11 and concaved
on the rear sides, as shown at 12, so as to
fit conformingly against the body. For at-

taching these ﬂoats use may be made of
straps 13 preterably of rubberized or other
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waterproof material, which straps are con-
nected at one end with the upper ends of
the floats 10 and arranged in crossed rela-
tion at the back of the body. Use is alzo

made of a strap 14 connected with the rear
outer sides of the float and also secured to
the other end of the strap 13, this strap 14
Passing about the body at a pomt somewhat
below the arm pits but preferably above the
walst. - The securing means at the front
of the body is shown as comprising adjust-
able strap members 15 connected with the
inner sides of the float and extending across
the chest and about the waist portion of the
wearer as clearly indicated in Kigure 1. - Ob-
viously, these floats will act to suppmt the
wearer in the water and prevent sinking.

The apparatus further comprises floats
adapted to be mounted upon the legs, these
floats being designated generally by the nu-
meral 16 and bemo likewise formed as hol-
low aluminum shell members 17 concavo con-
vexed in cross section so as to fit conforming-
ly against the outer sides of the legs below
the knees. These float members ave adapted
to be secured in position by adjustable strap
devices 18 or the like, and to enable the
wearer to propel himself throngh the water
by a swimming motion, the shell members
being p1owded with- downs ardly and out-
war d]y flaring funnel-like propelling mem-
bers 18.

Assuming that the- clevxce or apparatus
has been mounted upon a person in a man-
ner shown and described, it is readily ap-
pavent that in emergency cases the whole
outfit will constitute a life-saving device
and one which possesses advantaoes over the
ordinary life preserver inasmuch as the far-
ing members 18 carried by the leg carried
float will provide means whereby “the per-
son may propel himself in the water by s
swimming motion. Clearly, the device is
equally well adapted for use in teaching
persons to swim inasmuch as buoyancy will
be assured so that the person may devote
his entire attention to the performance of
the necessary movements to learn swimming.
It is also evident that the device may be
used for pleasure purposes by bathers and
novice swimmers. Any and all advantages
will of course be readily apparent to one
skilled in the art without further explana-
tion.

While T have shown and described the
preferred embodiment of the invention, it
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should be understood that T reserve the right
to make such changes in the form, construc-
tien and arrangement of parts as will not
dnln vt from the sp irit of the invention or
the scope of the Sub*omcct claims.

Having thus descv‘bed the invention, I
claim:—

A swimming apparatus of the char-
acter described, float membevs ¢ adapted to
be disposed upon the outer sides of the legs
below the l\noc and pxou(ku with secur-
ing means. said flont members being of hol-
low 1‘\cmlhc *0 m and provided with down-
wardly and outwardly flaring funnel-like
rigid elements constituting Jl'ope}hno nieans
when the legs are moved up and down.
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2. A swimming apparatus of the charac-
tw described, comprising float members
xgd to be disposed upon the outer sides
‘ * o legs below the knees and provided
W 1111 )ccm“nﬂ‘ means, said float members be-
ing promded with downwardly and out-
"‘udly flaving funnel-like elements consti-
tuting pml,dhnw means when the legs are
noved up and down, said float members he-
ing formed as hollow metallic shells for the
sale of lightness and being shaped to con-
form against the portions of the legs en:
eaged ’hoxob"

In testimony whereof
ture.
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