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This invention relates to a file holder
which is adjustable in width or in length to

" accommodate files of different widths, or to
permit some of the cards or sheets of a file
8 to be moved laterally from the others, for
use in posting and the like. Another object
of the invention is to provide an adjustable

top and ends which may be moved to permit.

the contents of the holder to be inclined
10 gither forwardly or backwardly, and in the
case of & movable top, to permit access to
 the holder from the top when the opposite
ends ‘are so inclined. Other objects of the
invention will appear hereinafter. The
18 novelty consists in the construction, combi-
nation and arrangement of the several parts.
In the accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 is a
plan view illustrating a holder constructed
in accordance with the principles of my in-
20 vention; Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing
the movable ends, taken on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a cross section taken on the
line 8-—3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 illustrates a modi-
fication of the adjusting means; Fig. 5 is a
28 gectional view taken on the line 5—5 of Fig.
4; Fig. 6 is a cross section taken on the line
6—6 of Fig. 4; Fig. 7 is a detail taken on the
line 7—7 of Fig. 4; Fig. 8 is a side elevation
showing a movable top and ends in connec-
30 tion therewith; Fig. 9 is a front view of the
holder shown in Fig. 8; and Fig. 10 illus-
trates the holder with the top and the ends
moved to uncover the réceptacle.
In posting and other bookkeeping oper-
38 ations, it is sometimes -convenient to offset
some of the cards or files in order to have
better access thereto, and the ordinary filing
drawer is culy as wide as the file itself, and
no means is provided for making it any
40 wider. The present invention provides a
file or holder which takes up no more space
than the ordinary receptacle of this kind,
but also provides for extending either or
hoth sides so that any of the files therein can
48 be offset laterally in either direction to
separate and afford better access thereto.
Means is also provided for inclining the
front and- rear of the receptacle so that the
files in the holder may be more easily fin-
50 gered, even though the contents completely
and tightly fill the holder when it is closed.
Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, the file or holder comprises a re-
~ ceptacle having a frame 1 to which ends 2
88 gre hinged, and sides 3 which are slidable
laterally to widen the recepiacle.

The ends 2 preferably have side flaps 4
which terminate within the edges of the re-
ceptacle even when the ends are inclined out-
wardly to the greatest possible extent. These
ends may be moved in unison by means of
bars 5 each having an inwardly extending
bend 6 loosely engaging a hole in a flap 4
and with a headed extremity 7, and the op-
posite bars being attached to opposite engs

of a lever 8 pivoted at the side ot the recep-

tacle so that when one end is moved in one
direction, the opposite end will be forced in
the opposite direction. A pair of these bars
with their lever is mounted on each side of
the receptacle. Co

At the bottom of each side 3 is a bent por-
tion 9 having slots 10 through which headed

pins or rivets 11 extend into the bottom of

the receptacle, for guiding the side 3 in its
lateral movement. %}f course, the sides move
laterally by simply drawing them out by
hand, but means is also provided for moving

m

5

them mechanically to any desired extent. As .

shown in Figs. 3 and 4, a rod 12 may be
mounted longitudinally in the receptacle

with a squared projecting end 13 for rotat-

-ing it by means of a key or crank. Adjacent

the ends of the rod it has oppositely thread-
ed ‘portions 14 and 15 upon which the thread-
ed collars 16 are mounted. Pivotally at-
tached at each side of each collar is one end
of.a link 17, the other end of which is piv-
otally attached to the bottom portion 9 of a

side 8, and as these collars are at opposite-

ends of the rod 12, the rotation of the rod in
one direction will move both sides uniforml
outward, and therotation in the opposite di-
rection will draw the sides inwardly.

If desired, only one side may be made mov-
able in this manner or a separate operating

device may be provided for each side, as

shown more clearly in Fig. 4. In this case
the bottom portion 9* of the side 3 is pro-
vided with a series of perforations 18 adja-
cent each end of the side which are engaged
by the teeth of a pinion 19 mounted on &
shaft 20, so that the rotation of the shaft
will cause a corresponding movement of the
side 3. '

In the same way the ends 2 may be oper-
ated by a ratk or pinion construction, as
shown in Fig. 5. In this case a flat strip 21
is attached to the side flap of each end 2, and
has a rack portion 22 at its other end which
is adapted to engage with a pinion 23 rotat-
able within a keeper 24 which holds the racks
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in engagement with the pinion. It is obvious
that the movement of one end 2 produces a
corresponding movement of the other end,
and the pinion is pivoted to the side 3 upon
a rivet 25, as clearly shown in Fig. 7. Where
this construction is employed in connection
with a movable side, it is necessary to pro-
vide the strip 21 with bent extremities 26
which operate inwardly through the flaps 4
of the ends 2, as more clearly shown in Fig.
6. By providing the bars 5 or the strips
21 with these bent extremities, the sides may
be moved outwardly without the adjustment
of the ends, and of course, the ends may be
moved outwardly independent of the move-
ment of the sides. :

In order to provide means for locking
cards 27 or filing devices of any kind, within
the receptacle, a false bottom 28 may be pro-
vided, as shown more clearly in Fig. 8, with
a space between two of the sections in which
a locking rod 29 is mounted for engagement
with a perforated tab 30 at the bottom of the
card 27. A somewhat different construction
is shown in Fig. 6 in which the bottom of the
receptacle is formed with an upright pro-
jection 31 at one side of the locking rod 29,
and the inner edge of the movable side 32
has a corresponding grojection 33 which sup-
ports the filing card. Of course, this pro-
jection 33 might also be made a part of
the bottom of the receptacle.

Although the files or holders already de-
seribed are particularly designed and intend-
ed for use in file cabinets having a number
of drawers, the same invention may be ap-
plicable to a separate and complete holder.
Such a holder would naturally require a top
or cover, as shown for example in Figs. 8
to 10. This receptacle 34 has a top 35 pivot-
ed thereto with a vertical slot 86 at its rear
end. At the front and rear are ends 87 piv-
oted to the bottom of the receptacle and con-
nected by means of links 38 to the opposite
ends of a lever 39 pivoted intermediate its
ends to the side of the holder. Supports 40
are also provided pivoted to the upper ex-
tremities of the receptacle ends 387, and to
each support a link 41 is pivotally connected
which 1s also connected to a corresponding
end of the lever 39. The connected ends of
the rear support 40 and end 37 has a pro-
jection 42 which engages in the rear slot 36
of the cover 35, so that when the cover is
raised, as shown in Fig. 10, the opposite ends
37 are inclined outwardly from the recep-
tacle, and they are supported in the position
to which they are moved by the supports 40.
The leverage is also of such a nature that by
grasping the front end 37 or its support 40
and drawing it outwardly, the top will be
raised and the rear end will be inclined ac-
cordingly. It is obvious that this construc-
tion may be incorporated as a part of the
adjustable side structures heretofore de-
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scribed. This provides for expanding a file
holder laterally either for the temporary
purpose of facility in posting, or the exten-
sion may be permanent, if desired; it pro-
vides for extending one or both sides; it per-
mits the extension of the sides independent
of the ends; it permits the inclination of the
ends independent of the sides and also when
the sides are in any desired position; and if
a top 1s used, it also provides for the raising
of the top when the ends are inclined.

I claim: ,

1. In a file of the class described, & recep-
tacle having hinged ends and slidable sides
to open up and widen the receptacle to facil-
itate access thereto.

2. In a filing receptacle of the class de-
scribed, a side having a slidable connection
with the receptacle base to provide an addi-
tional lateral offset space, ends hinged to
the bottom of the receptacle to swing out-
wardly, and means forming a loose but a
supporting connection between the adjacent
edges of and to permit the independent
movement of the said ends and side.

3. In a file of the class described, a recep-
tacle with a side movable outwardly from
the remainder of the receptacle to provide a
lateral offset the full height thereof, ends
hinged to the receptacle base to swing out-
wardly, and means forming a pivotal and
sliding connection between the ends of the
said side and the adjacent extremities of the
hinged ends to maintain connections between
the side and ends independent of the move-
ment and positions thereof.

4. In a file of the class described, a con-
taining receptacle having an upright side
which is individually movable laterally with
respect to the base and ends of the recep-
tacle, this side having an inside extension at
the bottom and means including a pin and
slot for providing a slidable connection with
the base, so that the side may be moved to
afford a lateral enlargement for posting and
the like. ‘

5. In a file of the class described, a recep-
tacle having sides adjustable laterally, and
ends hinged to swing outwardly at the top,
and means connected to the movable sides
for swinging the ends outwardly in unison
independentTy of the movement or position
of the sides.

6. In a file of the class described a con-
taining receptacle having opposite upright
sides, both of which are separable from the
base and the ends and are movable laterally
with respect thereto to provide additional
lateral posting spaces on both sides of the
main body and base of the receptacle, and
means including a slotted extension of the
side forming a slidable supporting connec-
tion between each side and the adjacent por-
tions of the receptacle.

7. An adjustable file comprising a recep-
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tacle having movable sides, and means for
moving them in unison, and movable ends
with means for moving them in unison, the
movement of the sides and ends being in-
dependent of each other, and the movable

means for the ends being' mounted upon the.

sides.

8. In a file of the class described, the com-
bination with movable ends, and means for
moving them in unison, of a cover for the

- file, and a connection between the cover and

wt

the ends for inclining the ends when the
cover is raised. : ,

9. In an adjustable file, a receptacle with
ends hinged to swing outwardly, having an-
gular wing projections at the sides of the
latter to fill the space between the edges of

- the sides and the said ends when they are

inclined outwardly. - :

3

10. In an adjustable file, a receptacle hav-
ing hinged ends to swing outwardly from the
top thereof, and angular wings extending in-
wardly from the edges of the ends, in com-
bination with means mounted on the side of
the receptacle and engageable with the said
wings for operating the two ends in unison.

11. In an adjustable file, s pair of hinged
ends, a side mounted laterally, a pair of side

wings extending inwardly from the edges of -

each end, and means in connection with the
side for moving the ends in unison, the said
means comprising a member with an angular
extension inserted through one of the wings
to each end member and permitting the lat-

2
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eral movement of the side without disen- 3% .

gagement of said means from the hinged
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