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Lo all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, GEORGE L. SLATER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Buch-
anan, in the county of Berrien and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Table-Leal Supports; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,

reference being had to the annexed drawings, |

making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon. . .
Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of a portion of a folding table, showing
the leaf extended and supported in such posi-
tion by my improved device. Fig. 2 are de-
tail views of the lateh device and lower end
of the brace-rod which engages therewith,
The present invention has relation, to that
class of table -leaf supports consisting of a

Jbrace-rod connected at one end to the under
_side of the table-leaf and at its opposite end

to a device secured to the rail or frame of the
table, whieh will enable the leaf to be either
let down or supported in an extended posi-
tion. .

The object of the invention is to improve
the construction of the above-mentioned class
of devices,whereby greater certainty in itsac-
tion is obtained, morereadily and conveniently
operated, and possessing increased strength as
a support to the leaf. These objects I attain
by the construction substantially as shown in
the drawings, and hereinafter described and
claimed. . '

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-

sents the table, and B one of the leaves hinged
thereto, said table being of any of the usual
forms and supported on the ordinary frame
or rails @, to which are secured the legs b.
* My invention being equally applicable to
all classes of tables having folding leaves, I
have shown in the drawings only one form in
order to fully illustrate the application of the
invention,

To the under side of the table-leaf B is at-
tached, by a universal joint, one end of abrace- |

] rod, C, which may be either round, square,

or other form, as found desirable. The most
simple and effective universal joint for the 5o
purpose is the ball-and-socket joint, which 1
have shown at ¢, although any universal joint
may be used that will admit of the brace-rod
turning on its axis, and also on tlie arc of a
circle,when the table-leaf is raised or lowered. 55

The brace-rod C is provided, at or near its
upper end,with a thumb-piece, d, for turning
it, and at its opposite end it is provided with
a head, ¢,and shoulders f, so that when in the
position shown in TFig. 1 the shoulders will 6o
hold the rod extended to support the table-
leaf. Secured to the frame or rail ¢ is a
latch or holding device, D, preferably consist-
ing of two spring-arms, g, with shoulders & ab
their ends. . ’

‘When the table-leaf is extended, as shown
in Fig. 1, and it is desired to let said leaf
down, the brace-rod C is turned by means of
the thumb-piece d until at right angles to its
former position, the spring-arms g spreading 7o
for this purpose. After turning the rod as
above described, as soon as the cams ¢ strike
the spring-arms g, the rod turns partly over,
allowing the cams to pass between the arms
without spreading them. In raising the leaf 75
B the cams themselves striking against the
inner sides of the spring-arms will automatic-
ally turn the rod to allow the end of the same
to be again held by the lateh D. ‘

I do not desire to be understood as confin- So
ing myself to the specified construction of the
latch or holding device, as it may be variously
modified without departing from the spirit of
my invention. :

Having now fully described my invention, 8g
what I claim as new, and desiré to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A table-leaf support having projections
at one end to engage a slotted device, as D,
secured to the table-frame and having a uni- go
versal-joint connection with the leaf,whereby
the engagement between the support and ta-
ble may be broken at wil] by turning the sup-
porb upon its axis, as set forth,
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2. A table-leaf supporteonsisting of a latch In testimony that I claim the above I have
or spring holding device, D, secured to the} hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
frame or rail of the table, and a brace-rod | of two witnesses. :

connected: at ‘one ' end to the table-leaf by a GEORGE I. SLATER.
5 universal joint; and : at its: opposite .end: pro- Witnesses:

videdwith cam-shouldersand a head, substan- A. A, WORTHINGTON,

tially as and for the purpose specified. J. J. VAN REIPER.




