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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Epwix D. Sauri, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Crafton, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful ITmprovements in Folding Stools,
of which the following is a specification.

It is the object of this invention to pro-
vide a stool, chair, or similar article with a
folding seat or top, and supports, together
with sunitable accessory device for locking
the stool, or similar article, in its normal po-
sition. ,

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
TFigure 1 is a side view of a folding stool
embodying the principles of my invention,
portions thereof being broken away; Fig. 2,
a side elevation of my stool with all the parts
folded except the seat; Fig. 3, a view taken
at right angles to Fig. 2, but showing the
seat folded; Fig. 4, a section on the line
IV—IV, Fig. 1; and Fig. 5, a section on the
line V—V of Fig. 1. -

While my invention may be applied to
various articles, such as stools and chairs, T
will describe the same in connection with
a stool having a foldable back.

My invention comprises the seat 1, the
two {frame or seat-supporting members 2
and 3, the locking-member 4 and various
auxiliary devices to be described hereinafter:

The frame 2 comprises ‘the two down-
wardly diverging members 5 connected near
their upper ends by the cross-piece 6. and
near their lower ends by the cross-piece 7.
The frame 3 comprises the member 8 having
the cross-piece 9 connected with the cross-
piece 6 by the hinge 10 and the cross-piece
11 comnected to the cross-piece 7 by the
hinge 12. Between the upper ends of the
members 5 and resting on the cross-piece 6
T secure the block 13 which projects from
the frame 2 toward the frame 3. The cen-

tral portion of the seat 1 is connected to’

the projecting edge of the block 13 by means
of the hinges 14.

15 is a hinge or pivot-rod extending
through the members 5 slightly above the
cross-piece 7 and parallel therewith. This
pivot-rod extends through the edge of the
locking-member 4.  This member is triangu-
lar and has the angle opposite the pivot-rod
provided with the notch 16 to receive the in-
ner angle of the member 8 when the locking-
member 4 is swung down tq horizontal posi-
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tion so as to rest on the cross-piece 11. The
loeking-member 4 when in horizontal posi-
tion, as shown in Figs. 1 and 5, securely
holds the frame 3 from lateral movement in
either direction. In order to position the
frame 3 correctly so that the notch 16 will
receive the frame 8 when the locking-mem-
ber 4 is moved from its folded position
shown in Figs. 2 and 38, I provide the lower
side of the seat 1 with a downwardly extend-
ing hook 17 which enters the opening 18
near the upper -end of the member 8. Pref-
erably the lower side of the locking-member
4 near its notched angle is provided with a
metal plate 19, having a hole 20 to receive
the pin 21 extending downwardly from the
member 11 of the frame 3. This plate and
pin provide additional securing means for
holding the parts rigidly in place but they
may be omitted if desired.

On the outer side of the frame 2 and near
its upper portion I secure the pivoted back
22 which is adapted to bé folded down
against the outer face of the frame 2, as
shown in Fig. 3.- The bottom of the seat 1
is provided with a catch or hook 23 which
is-adapted to be brought behind the cross-
piece 24 on the back 22 when the back has
been swung to its uppermost position and
the seat swung to its normal or horizontal
position. ,

“When the stool is arranged for use the
parts are as shown in Figs. 1, 4, and 5.
When it is desired to fold the stool the lock-
ing-member 4 is swung up on the pivot-rod
15 so that it lies between the members 5
of the frame 2. The frame 3 is then swung
on the hinges 10 and 12 so as to make the
frame 3 lie against the frame 2 as shown
on Fig. 8. In this position the frame 8 lies
beneath the projecting portion of the block
13 so that the seat 1 may be swung on its
hinges 14 into a position parallel with the
folded frames 2 and 3, as shown on Fig. 3.
The back, being released from the hook 23,
is then folded downwardly against the frame
2 as shown in Fig. 3.

Tt will be noted that my invention as illus-
trated shows the stool provided with a tri-
angular support comprising the two mem-
bers 5 and the member 8 which are arranged
with the member 8 in a plane midway be-
tween the members 5. I have shown the
locking-member 4 provided on its upper
face with marginal strips 25 so that the
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locking-member may also serve as a recep-
tacle for containing various articles.

Although 1 have shown an article of fur-
niture with three legs or points of support,
1 do not limit my invention. to that number,

I claim—

1. In a folding stool, chair, or the like,
upright <upnmts plvoted toorether so as to
be folded, one on the other, a top adapted
to be supported in a horizontal position by
the supports when unfolded and hinged on
one supoart so as to be folded in parallel
relation to the folded supports, and a locking
device pivoted to one support and ﬂlianoed
to be folded in parallel relation thereto and
to be swung into engagement with another
of the supports to lock them in their un-
folded position.

2.°In a folding stool, chair, or the like,
upright supports pivoted together o as to
be folded; one on the other, a top adapted
to be supported. in a horizental position by
the supports:when unfolded and hinged on
one support =o as to be folded in parallel re-
lation to the folded supports, a locking de-
vice pivoted to one support and arranged
to be folded in parallel relation thereto and
to-be moved tolock the supports in their un-
folded position, a back adapted to be fold-
ed %amst one of the supports and to be
raised to upright position above the top, and
means for 1ocking the top in its upright

position.
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3. In a folding stool, chair, or the like,
upright supports pivoted together so as to
be folded, one on the other; a top adapted
to be supported in a horizontal position by
the supports when unfolded and hinged on
one support so as to-be folded in parallel
relation to the folded supports, a locking de-
vice pivoted to one support and arranged to
be folded in parallel relation thereto and
to be moved to lock the supports in their
unfolded position, a back adapted to be fold-

5 ed against one of the supports and to be

raised’ to upright position above the top,
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and means carried by the top for locking
the top in its upright position.

4. In g folding stool, chair, or the like,
upright supports puoted together so as to
be folded, one on the other, a top wdapted to
be supported in a horizontal position by
the supports when unfolded and hinged on
onie support so as to be folded in parallel
relation to the folded supports, a locking
device pivoted to one support and arranged
to be folded in parallel relation thereto and
to be moved to lock the supports in their
unfolded position; a back adapted to be
folded against one of the supports and fe
be raised fo upright position above the top,
and a hook carried by the top and engaging
a portion of the back for locking dle top
in its upright position.

5. In a folding stool, chair, or the like, a
top; upright supports pivobed together so as
to be folded, one on the other and to be ex-

panded to form a polygonal rest for the-top,
me’ms for prOun'lO the top to one of the
supports so that it may be folded parallel
with the folded supports; and a _polyoonfd
locking piece having one portion pivoted to
one support and another portion adapted
to engage another  support and leck the
supports in their expanded positions.

6. In a folding stool, chair, or the like, a
top, upright supports pivoted together so as
to be folded; one on the other and to be
expanded to form a polygonal rest for the
top; means for pivoting the-top to one of the
supports so that it may be folded parallel
with the folded supports, a polygenal lock-
ing piece having one portion pivoted te one
support and another portion adapted to én-
gage another support and lock the supperts
n their expanded positions, a back pivoted
to one support so that it may be folded
parallel to the folded supports, and means
for locking the back in an upright pesition.

Signed at Pittsburgh, Pa., this 18th day

of September, 1916. : )
, EDWIN D. SMITH.

Copies of this patent may be obiained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington,

D. 4.7
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