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CAN OPENER. 

Application filed June 8, 1921. serial No. 476,066. 
To all whom it may concern. is formed as a continuation of a handle 16. 
Be it known that I, EDWIN ANDERSON, a A pivot bolt 17 is carried by the handle and 

citizen of the United States, residing at the pivotally connects it with a second handle 18 
city and county of San Francisco and State having a jaw 19. The jaw 19 is formed 55 

5 of California, have invented new and useful with a boss 20 through which a crank shaft 
. Improvements in Can Openers, of which the 21 extends. Secured to the lower end of this 
following is a specification. . . shaft and against the under flat face of the 
This invention relates to a can opener. It jaw 19 is a combined forward and cutting 

is a principal object of the present invention member 22. This member comprises a cy- 60 
10 to provide a can opener which may be di- lindrical feed roll 23 and a circular cutting 

rectly and positively applied to the end of a disk. 24. The outer circumference of the 
can and thereafter actuated to accurately feed roll is knurled to frictionally engage 
and positively cut through the wall of the the face of the double seam 12. The cutting 
can immediately below the double seam, all disk 24 is formed with a bevelled cutting 65 

15 of which operation may be brought about edge having a square upper face and a 
without mutilation of the can body or with- bevelled lower face. The thicknesses of the 
out spilling the contents thereof. - disks 13 and 23 of the rollers are such as to 
The present invention contemplates the cause the cutting edge of the disk 24 to pen 

use of a guide roller cooperating with a cut- etrate the side of the can along a line be- 70 
20 ting roller, said pair of rollers being mov- neath the inner face of the can cap 11, as 

able relative to each other and adapted to clearly shown in Fig. 1. Thus, when the 
cut through the body of the can while auto- cutting disk is rotated by the crank arm 25 
matically moving around the circumference the can cap will be severed from the can at 

... of the can. - a a point below the double seam, thus leaving 75 
25 - The invention is illustrated by way of ex- a smooth undistorted lip around the body of ample in the accompanying drawing, in the can. . . - 

which - . . . . . . When the can is being rotated between the 
Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation showing rollers the cutter edge being of greater di 

the complete invention as applied to a can a ameter than the rollers is caused to advance 80 
30 part of which is broken away; . . . . . through the can material while its roller 

Fig. 2 is a view in plan Swing the can merely rolls against the can edge, thereby 
opener. operatively disposed relative to a causing a cleaner cut than if its action was 
can; . . . . . . . . . . that of rolling through the said material. 

Fig. 3 is another form of the present in- In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 85 
35 vention by which the same result may be 3 the roller 13 is mounted upon a pivot pin 

obtained. 14 carried at the end of a rigid bar 15. The 
Referring more particularly to the draw- element 22 is slidably mounted on the bar 

ing, 10 indicates a can having a cap 11 dis- 15 and is carried by a slide block 26 through . 
posed thereover and bound thereto by a which the crankshaft 21 extends. A thumb 90. 

40 suitable double seam 12. In this class of piece 27 is formed at the end of this block so 
cans the main portion of the capis depressed, that the cutting disk, 24 may beforced out thus forming an outwardly extending rib wardly to penetrate thesidewall of the can. 
at the end of the can. Acting against the In the operation of the present invention the 

... inner face of this rib which in reality con- handles 16 and 18 are separated, thus caus- 95 
45 stitutes the double seam, is a guide roller 13. ing the rollers 13 and 23 to move apart. The 

. This guide roller has a flat end face resting roller 13 is then positioned within the re 
against the flat end of the can cap and a cir- cessed portion of the can cap 11 and held 
cumferential face resting against the inner against the inner face of the seam. The 
side of the rib or seam. The roller is free plier handles are then forced together as 100 

50 to rotate upon a pin 14 carried on the lower they are gripped by one hand of the oper 
face of a jaw member 15. The jaw member ator and will tend to cause the sharp cutting 
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edge of the cutting disk 24 to penetrate the 
side wall of the can. This action will con 
tinue until the circumferential face of the 
feed roller 23 has positively engaged the can, 
after which the handles are held in position 
while the crank 25 is rotated. The force ex 
erted upon the handles will cause frictional 
engagement of the feed roller 23 with the 
seam and will produce an advance movement 
of the cutting element as the feed roller is 
continuously rotated. The seam of the can 
will be positively gripped between the guide 
roller 13 and feed roller 23, while the upper 
flat face of the cutting disk 24 will tend to 
hold the disk in position to cleanly cut the 
can at a point directly below the double 
Sea. 

In the form of the invention shown in 
Fig. 3 the same result is accomplished, al 
though the cutting element 22 is bodily 
moved by the slide block 26 and is held in 
position by outward pressure against the 
thumb piece 27. 

It will thus be seen that the device here 
disclosed is capable of universal application 
to double seamed cans and, while positively 
holding the can will permit the cap to be 

ly and readily severed from the can 
ody. 
While I have shown the preferred form of 

my invention, it is to be understood that va 
rious changes may be made in the device by 
those skilled in the art without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 

Having thus described my invention, 
what I claim and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In a can opener, a driving roller fixed 
on a spindle and having a knurled periph 
ery, a pair of handle members pivoted to 
gether one of said members having a recess, 
the other member carrying a bearing adapt 
ed to seat in said recess when the members 
are gripped together about the pivot, a spin 
dle and hand operating portion carried in 
said bearing and adapted to rotate said driv 
ing roller, and an idler roller on the other 
member positioned opposite said driving 
roller, and a cutter disc adjacent one of said 
rollers and arranged to overlap the handle 
of the other roller when in cutting position. 

2. In a can opener a driving roller and 
opposite thereto an idler roller, a cutter disc 
having a common axis with one of said 
rollers, a pair of handle members pivoted to 
gether as levers of the first order, one of 
said rollers mounted on one end of one of 
the members and the other roller and the 
cutter disc mounted on the end of the other 
member, said cutter disk being directly in 
terposed between the pivot connecting the 
handle members and the axis of the first 
named roller when said members are in cut 
ting position, and means for rotating one of 
said rollers, 
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3. In a can opener, a driving roller fixed 
on a spindle and having a knurled periph 
ery, a pair of handle members pivoted to 
gether one of said members having a recess, 
the other member carrying a bearing adapt 
ed to seat in said recess when the members 
are gripped together about the pivot a spin 
dle and hand operating portion carried in 
said bearing and adapted to rotate said driv 
ing roller, and an idler roller on the other 
member positioned opposite said driving 
roller, and a cutter disc adjacent one of said 
rollers, said cutter disk being directly inter 
posed between the pivot connecting the han 
dle members and the axis of the first-named 
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roller when said members are in cutting 
position. f 

4. In a can opener a driving roller and 
opposite thereto an idler roller, a cutter disc 
having a common axis with one of said 
rollers, a pair of handle members pivoted to 
gether as levers of the first order, one of said 
rollers mounted on one end of one of the 
members and the other roller and the cutter 
disc mounted on the end of the other member 
and said cutter disk being directly inter 
posed between the pivot connecting the han 
dle members and the axis of the first-named 
roller when said members are in cutting 
position whereby when the handles are 
gripped together the axes of the two rollers 
and the cutter disc are brought nearly into 
alignment with the said pivot. 

5. In a can opener, a driving roller fixed 
on a spindle and having a knurled periph 
ery, a pair of handle members pivoted to 
gether one of said members having a recess, 
the other member carrying a bearing adapt 
ed to seat in said recess when the members 
are gripped together about the pivot a spin 
dle and hand operating portion carried in 
said bearing and adapted to rotate said driv 
ing roller, and an idler roller on the other 
member positioned opposite said drivin 
roller, and a cutter disc adjacent one of sai 
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rollers, said cutter disk being directly inter . 
posed between the pivot connecting the han 
dle members and the axis of the first-named 
roller when said members are in cutting. 
position, whereby when the handles are 
gripped together the axes of the two rollers 
and the cutter disc are brought nearly into 
alignment with the said piyot. 

6. In a can opener a driving roller and op 
posite thereto an idler roller a cutter disc 
having a common axis with one of said 

15. 

20 

rollers, hand operable gripping members, 
One of said rollers mounted on one end of 
one of the members and the other roller and 
cutter disc mounted on the end of the other 
member, said cutter disc being interposed 
between the axis of the first named roller and said gripping members when in cutting posi 
tion, and means for rotating one of said 
rollers. 
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7. In a can opener a driving roller and op- named roller and the gripping members 
posite thereto an idler roller, a cutter disc when said members are in cutting position, 
having a common axis with one of said whereby, when the handles are gripped to- 0 
rollers, hand operable gripping members, gether the axes of the two rollers and the 

5 one of said rollers mounted on one end of cutter disc are brought substantially into a 
each of said members and said cutter disc be- line passing between said gripping members. 
ing interposed between the axis of the first EDWIN ANDERSON. 


