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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK S. KRET-
SINGER and EDWARD STEWART, citizens of the
United States, residing at Fort Madison, in
the county of Lee.and State of Iowa, have in-
vented certain new-and useful Improvements
in Scythe-Snath Fastenings; and we do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Our invention relates to improvements in
scythe-snath fastenings. o

It consists in the swinging plate, pivoted at
its lower end and swinging laterally, and pro-
vided with holes to receive the tang of the
seythe, and having at its upper end a trans-
verse slot, open at one end, whereby a hook is
provided and the eyebolt adapted to receive
and hold the hook, and thereby clamp the
swinging plate securely at any point desired,
substantially as will be hereinafter described
and claimed. »

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
a portion of the scythe-handle, having the
clamping mechanism fixed thereto. Fig. 2 is
a front or plan view of same. TFig. 3 is a de-
tail view of the swinging plate, and Fig. 4isa
detail view of the eyebolt, all of which will be
deseribed.

Theseythe-handle A is provided on its lower
end with the ferrule ¢ and the clamping-ring
b, which works in a suitable slot through the
ferrule ¢ and handle A, asshown. The shank
¥ of this clamping-ring is screw-threaded, as
shown, to receive the nut b*, whereby the ring
is clamped against the tang of the scythe in
the operation of the device, as will be de-

- seribed.  The lower end of the handle A is cut
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away on one side to provide the flat face A’, on
which the swing-plate ¢ operates. Thisswing-
plate ¢ is pivoted atitslower end on the bolt ¢/,
and it is provided with one or more depressions
or perforations, ¢, into which the bent end of
the scythe-tang is inserted. At theupper end
of the swinging plate ¢ is cut the transverse
slot ¢, which is curved in a line parallel to
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that deseribed by the plate in its motion, and
is open at one end, whereby the hook ¢! is pro-
vided. The shape of this hook in cross-sec-
tion is preferably approximately conical, its
flab portion or base resting or moving against
the face A’ -of the handle A, and the bottom
of the eye opening in the éyebolt, hereinafter
deseribed.

The eyebolt d has the eye d formed on its up-
per end, and ispassed through asuitable open-
ing formed through the hardle A in the path
of the hook ¢, and the eye-opening d’ of said
bolt is arranged in position to receive the said
hook in the operation of the device. The eye-
opening @ is made of a suitable shape to re-

ceive the hook ¢!, and the eyebolt, on opposite.

sides of the said opening @’, is made of a width
about equal to that of the slot ¢ and about
fills the said slot., Thebolt d extends through
the handle A, and is tightened on the hook ¢*
by means of the nut e, which turns on the
lower end of thebolt d, and preferably against
a washer, ¢, interposed.between the nut eand
the body of the handle.

In the operation of fastening, the tang of
the scythe is passed through the ring?» and
over the plate ¢, with the end of its turned
point rested in one of the depressions or holes
¢. The plate is then swung so as tobring the
outer or inner end of the hook under the eye-

Dbolt, according to the desire or strength of the

person by whom the scythe is to be used, asis
well understood.

‘Where the seythe is to be used by one of
less than ordinary strength, it is desirable to
have the point of the scythe brought in as near
him as possible, limiting the sweep and con-
sequently the labor of handling the same.

The slot ¢® being open at its end, it will be
seen that the plate ¢ may be swung almost
clear of the eyebolt, a small portion only, even
the extreme end, of the hook sufficing as a
bearing for the eyebolt, through which the
hook is passed, and by which the swinging
plate is clamped in its desired position, inthe
manner before described.

By means of the eyebolt d, operating in the .
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manner described, the broad base of the hook -

or arm.¢* is forced against the face A’ of the
handle A, and a firmer fastening is obtained

TO(



10

2 280,486

than in devices of iordinary constiuction. By
making the eye-opening i of the preferred
approximately conical shape, and the hook to
correspond; o bearing is-had over alarger sur-
face thanif the top of the:opening were square,
and a- proportionately  stronger ~and  firmer
clamping of the swinging plate is obtained.

The: clamping-eyebolt. may: be readily:re-
leased when it is desired to change the angle
of ‘the scythe.

Having thus described our invention, what
we-claim; and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In a seythe-snath fastening, the swinging

plate pivoted at its: lower:end .and swinging 15
laterally, and provided with one or niore holes
to receive the tang of the seythe, and having

-at its upper-end a transverse slot; open at-one

end, whereby a hook is provided,in combina- -
tion with the eyebolt, adapted to receive and: 2o
hold thehook, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
i presenee of two witnesses.
FREDERICK 8. KRETSINGER.
EDWARD STEWART.
Witnesses: '
A. A. POTTER,
Gro. M. HANCHETT.



