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(57) Abstract

The novelty device includes a confection item (14), such as chewing gum, packaged in a storage sleeve or envelope (40)
which is formed and illustrated to resemble a phonograph record album of miniature size. An inner buffer sleeve (28) made of
relatively lightweight material fits within the outer rigid sleeve (40) and may include indicia relating a plurality of sets of novelty
devices. Anitem such as a food item or chewing gum in the shape of a circular disc or record (14) is inserted within the buffer slee-
ve (28) and the buffer sleeve is subsequently inserted into the outer rigid sleeve (40). The item includés an aperture (18) in the
center, a plurality of grooves (16) on both sides.and a flat planar area (20) between the innermost groove and the aperture. Prefe-
rably an outer peripheral flat area (22) is also provided as well as indicia on the inner planar area relating to the indicia on the slee-
ves. The method includes the steps of forming a food item (14), such as chewing gum, into the shape of the disc with the repre-
sentative characteristics of a phonograph record, forming of the inner and outer sleeves (28 and 40) and assembling the package.
Preferably, the final produce is wrapped with a clear wrapper such as cellophane to preserve the freshness of the food item.
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NOVELTY DEVICE AND METHOD
7 OF MAKING THE SAME
Technical Field

This invention relates to novelty devices and

in particular to a novelty device and a method of packag-
ing a food item. ‘ '

The invention provides a novelty device com-
prising a confectionery item which is relatively flat and
disc-shaped to resemble a phonograph record, and a flat
device of sufficient dimensions to accept ‘the insertion
of the confectionery item.

The invention further pfovides a method of
packaging the novelty item of claim 1, comprising the
steps of: forming the item into the shape of a disc’
having circular grooves on at least one surface; provid-
ing a relatively rigid sleeve which is slightly larger
than said disc and has an opening alongside; and insert-
ing the item into said sleeve.

In the Drawings

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a novelty
device made in accordance with the concepts of the pre-
sent invention, as shown in a particular display rack;

FIGURE 2 shows three elements of the novelty
device in a disassembled manner, on an enlarged scale;

FIGURE 3 shows one of the elements in an un-
folded state;

FIGURE 4 shows the partial assembly of the
novelty device including the three elements of FIGURE 2;
and

FIGURE 5 shows another embodiment of the novel-
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A novelty device made by the method of the pre-
sent invention and in accordance with the concepts of the
present invention is shown in FIGURE 1 and generally
designated by the reference numeral 8. A display rack 12
is shown for storing and displaying the various novelty
devices 10. The display service 12 is designed to sit on
a display counter or other shelf so that the novelty de-
vices 10 can be viewed and individually selected by a
purchaser. As will be described in greater detail here-
inafter, each of the novelty devices preferably includes
indicating means which divide a plurality of the novelty
devices into a set of such devices with each of said sets
being further divided into a plurality of subsets.

More particularly, referring to FIGURE 2, the
novelty device 10 includes an item 14, such as a food
item or chewing gum formed, according to the method in a.
predetermined size and shape. Particularly, the item 14
is formed in a circular, generally flat or planar disc as
shown. The disc includes a plurality of grooves 16 which
may be concentric circles or one continuous spiral from
the outer periphery inwardly. The circles or continuous
spiral may be very narrow grooves which give it the look
and character of a record disc or may be relatively wide
so that the grooves are obvious. An aperture 18 is pro-
vided in the center of the disc and surrounded with a
generally flat planar area 20 which determines the ends
of the grooves 16, 1In the preferred embodiment, an outer
peripheral flat surface 22 is also provided'to add fea- i
tures to make the disc more realistically resemble a 1
phonograph record. 1In addition, the features 16-22 are
provided on the opposite side of the disc for additional
realism. In the preferred embodiment, the disc was de-~
signed to be between two and three inches in diameter,
however, this particular dimension is not critical.

In the center of FIGURE 2, a second element or
buffer sleeve 28 is depicted. The buffer sleeve 28 is
manufactured of relatively thin flexible sheet material,
such as paper or the like. The sheet material is cut

from flat stock and folded along a foldline 30 2t one
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edge and includes two flaps, a vertical flap 34 and a
horizontal flap 36 thch are similarly folded and secured
by appropriate means such as glue or the like to provide
an envelope which is open at the top. According to the
method, the stock sheet material is sized and shaped
according to the dimension chosen for the disc 14 so that
the disc can be easily inserted into the upper top open
end of the envelope or sleeve 28. 1In addition, according
to the method, a small circular cutout 38, as represented
by the phantom lines, may be provided on one or both
sides of the envelope 28 to facilitate insertion and re-
moval of the disc 14,

An outer rigid sleeve or cover 40 is shown in
the right of FIGURE 2. According to the method of the
present invention, the outer sleeve 40 is sized to accom-
modate receiving the insertion of the inner sleeve 28 and
disc 14 as shown in the embodiments of FIGURES 4 and 5.
Referring to FIGURE 3, the outer rigid sleeve 40 is cut
from a sheet of relatively rigid stock, such as caxd-
board, or the like, in the shape as shown in FIGURE 3.

A center foldline 44 divides the sheet stock into two
generally rectangular or in the preferred embodiment
square sections 48 and 50. The element 50 is also pro-
vided with a side tab 52 and a bottom tab 54 and fold-
lines 56 and 58 respectively. 1In accordance with the
method of the present invention, the tabs 52 and 54 are
folded inwardly about the foldlines 56 and 58 and means
for securing the flaps, such as glue, or the like, is
applied to the exposed surface. The element 50 is then
pivoted or folded about the foldline 44 onto the element
48 so that the flaps 52 and 54 adhere to the bottom edge
60 and along the outer edge 42. Once the adhesive has
cured, the sleeve is thereby formed for receiving the
disc 14 or the disc 14 in combination with the buffer
sleeve 28 since the top edge of the sleeve-40 is open.
They are inserted in a manner as shown in FIGURE 4. 1In-

dicating means 66, such as shown in FIGURE 2, are applied

ot

o the external or outside surface of one or both F

48 and 50. 1In addition to the indicating means 66,
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additional or second indicating means 70 may be applied
to the inner flexible buffer sleeve 28 as shown in FIGURE
2, or it may be contained on a separate sheet (not shown)
provided within the package. 1In this regard, it is in-
tended that the miniature phonograph albums containing
the confection will be associated with known, playable
phonograph racord albums through appropriate illustra-
tions and copy. Further, a large variety of albums will
be provided, so that the purchaser can accumulate a col-
lection of his favorite artists' albums in miniature, and
trade with others, just as in the case of football and
baseball card collections.

In the embodiment of FIGURE 5, the outer sleeve
50a is provided with a third flap portion 62 which 1is
hinged relative to portion 50a to provide a book-type
album,

The display means 12 may be of any configuration
but preferably includes a generally rectangular base ele-
ment 74 including a pair of troughs 76 defined by an in-
ternal wall (not shown). The base 74 includes a pair of
cutout portions 78 so that the indicia 66 on the front of
the sleeve 40 is visible on the first of a plurality of
devices 10 stacked within the troughs. A plurality of
vertical dividers 80 are inserted at appropriate points
within the troughs to divide the plurality of devices
into a set of devices related by the indicia 66 to
similar indicating means 82 on each of the dividers. The
dividers 82 are preferably slightly larger than the
sleeve elements 40 of the devices so that the indicating i
means 82 can be appropriately viewed. 1In addition to the
base portion 74, an upwardly extending rear wall portion
86 is provided to indicate and describe the various
novelty devices 10 within the base., Suitable indicia 90
is provided on the wall 86 as well as cutout elements or
extensions l4a, 28a and 40a corresponding to the &lements
14, 28 and 40 of the novelty devices.

As described previously, the dividers 80 and
indicating means 82 divide a group of the novelty devices

10 into sets of related novelty devices. 1In addition,
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the inner indicating means such as 70 or 70a further
divide each of the lements of the sets into subsets or
groups relating to a particular subject or topic. For
example, the dividers 80 may divide the group of novelty
5 devices 10 into subsets each rslating to a particular
artist or group of artists which perform musical record-
ings together. The indicia 66 on the front of each
novelty device identifies one of them as being related
to one particular record or album sold by the particular
10 group or artist of that subset. The inner indicating
means 70 or 70a may define other novelty devices within
the subset relating to a particular artist or group of
artists within the other subsets defined and segregated
by the dividers 80. Alternatively, the indicating means
15 70 may relate a particular novelty device to that parti-
cular corresponding artist's album on a current populari-
ty list. Of course, many variations on the theme will be
obvious to those skilled in the art.
" The final step in the method of assembling the
20 packaging or novelty device would preferably be the
wrapping of the device in a clear transparent cover, such
as cellophane, or the like, to maintain freshness of the
food item as well as meeting the requirements of any

health or sanitary statutes or organizations.
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Claims
1. A novelty device comprising a confectionary
item which is relatively flat and disc-shaped to resemble
a phonograph record, and a flat sleeve of sufficient

dimensions to accept the insertion of the confectionery

oL

item.

2. The novelty device of claim 1, wherein said
confectionery item is formed with a plurality of grooves
between the outer periphery and the center portion.

A 3. The novelty device of claims 1 or 2, where-
in said confectionery item is a chewable gum.

4., The novelty device of claims 1, 2 or 3,
wherein said flat sleeve is illustrated-to ﬁimulate a
jacket of a playable phonograph record.

5. The novelty device of claim 1, wherein said
confectionery item is encased in a flexible wrapper prior
to insertion in said sleeve.

6. A method of packaging the novel item of
claim l; comprising the steps of: forming'the item into
the shape of a disc having circular grooves on at least
one surface; providing a relatively rigid sleeve which is
slightly larger than said disc and has an opening along-
side; and inserting the item into said sleeve.

7. The method of claim 6, including the step
of providing a second sleeve of flexible material and
inserting said disc into said second sleeve prior to in-
sertion of the disc into said relatively rigid sleeve. 7

8. A novelty device substantially as describ- - s
ed herein with reference to FIGURES 1-5 of the accompany-
ing drawings.

9. A method of making a novelty device, sub-
stantially as described herein with raference to FIGURES E

1-5 of the accompanying drawings.
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