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Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by

surgery/therapy. Especially the steps a., b., e., f. of claim 64 but also
additional method steps in the dependent claims 65-99 and 101 relate to the

treatment of the human or animal body by surgery or therapy.
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Claims Nos.: 64-99, 101

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery/therapy. Especially the steps a., b., e., f. of claim 64 but also
additional method steps in the dependent claims 65-99 and 101 relate to
the treatment of the human or animal body by surgery or therapy.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-63, 100(all partially)

Present claims 1-63, 101 relate to an extremely large number of possible
devices. Support and disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT is to
be found however for only a very small proportion of the devices claimed.
Only the figures clearly define the invention. However, neither the
claims, due to the lack of clear technical features in almost all the
claims (in claim 1, an universal (?) dental implant abutment is defined
by its result to be achieved, being adjustable and customizable with
respect to angle, direction, length, geometry and shape according to an
individual's morphology; without defining any of the technical features
of this dental implant abutment) nor the description, due to the use of
optionally and preferably, most preferably at the beginning of almost
each paragraph, clearly and unambigously define the invention. In case a
claim defines some technical features for example claim 38, several
alternatives are listed such that again no clear single invention is
disclosed. Consequently, it is impossible to know for which features,
combination of features as shown in the figures the Applicant would like
to have patent protection. Also the claims 1-63, 101 as a whole are
extremely confusing. In claim 1 a universal dental implant abutment is
defined, whereas in claim 2, dependent on claim 1, an abutment assembly
is defined. Also due to the use of "may be" in several claims (4, 5,
9...) no further restrictive features are defined. The non-compliance
with the substantive provisions is to such an extent, that the search was
performed taking into consideration the non-compliance in determining the
extent of the search of claims 1-63, 101 (PCT Guidelines 9.19 and 9.23).
The search of claims 1-63, 101 was restricted to those claimed devices
which appear to be supported in the figures. The generalisation searched
was directed to an abutment assembly comprising projection which is
adjustable angularly, also a pivot projection couplet over a ball and
socket arrangement was searched. It is to be noted, that any abutment can
be adapted in its length or geometry and shape by milling.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
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normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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