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4. Claims. 
This invention relates in general to fastening 

devices and more particularly to that class of 
fastening devices for mounting pictures, display 
articles and the like. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

wide a fastening device that may readily be ap 
plied to any type of surface for fast engagement 
therewith and yet be capable of holding an arti 
cle in fixed position on the surface without per 
forating or otherwise damaging the article to be 
thus supported. 
Another object is to provide such a fastenin 

device for receiving conventional fastening ele 
ments for securing the device to the supporting 
surface. 
Another object is to provide such a fastening 

device that the fastening element may be 
stamped out of it. 
A further object is to so construct the fasten 

ing devices with stamped out fastening elements 
that the devices may consist generally of a tape 
that may be Wound up on a spool, the fastening 
devices also being stamped out of the tape and 
separable from one another for using or dispens 
ing purposes. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

the invention resides in the combination of parts 
and in the details of construction hereinafter set 
forth in the following specification and appended 
claims, certain embodiments thereof being illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a view in top plan of one form of my 
invention for holding the corner of an article; 

Figure 2 is a view in section taken along line 
2-2 through the supporting surface, the fas 
tening device and the article Supported; 

Figure 3 is a view in perspective of one form 
of fastening device with a stamped out fasten 
ing element; 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of a straight side 
fastening device; 

Figure 5 is a detail view in perspective of One 
form of fastening device stamped out of a tape 
and having in turn stamped out fastening ele 
ments; 
Figure 6 is a view in perspective of a wound . 

up reel of fastening devices of the form shown 
in Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a view in perspective of a corrugat 
ed fastening device and Supporting Surface; 

Figure 8 is a partial top plan view of a sup 
porting surface and another form of fastening 
device employing vacuum cups; 

Figure 9 is a view in section taken along line 
9-9 of Figure 8; 

(C. 40-1) 
Figure 10 is an enlarged view in perspective of 

a fastening device employing a vacuum cup and 
a removable fastening element. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
my invention may take the form illustrated in 
Figures i and 2. Here the supporting surface 
EY be a drawing board, display frame or the 
like. 
general form to substantially conform to one or 
more corners of the supporting surface. The 
fastening device may be metallic or of some semi 
rigid material. It should however be of springy 
material. It has a back plate 2 with a bent over 
portion looped at 3 and terminating at 4 in a 
Spaced superimposed portion generally indicated 
at 5. The back plate 2 may be provided with 
One or more elongated slots 6 extending upwardly 
from the lower margin 2' of the back plate. The 
upper extremity of the slots 6 terminate in 
rounded portions . This is for a matter of con 
venience for receiving the shank 8 of a fastening 
element, such as a tack, nail, screw or the like, 
the head of which is shown at 9. Thus the fas 
tening element may be driven into the support 
ing surface either prior to or after the fastening 
elements engage thesiots in the plate of the 
fastening device. 
As mentioned previously the primary purpose is 

to hold the picture or display card or the like in 
position. Such an article is indicated at O. The 
fastening device, being of springy material, has 
a tendency to grip the article O in the position 
shown in Figure 2. In order to augment this 
gripping tendency the plate 5, or the plate 2, 
may be provided With indentations, such as 
shown respectively at and 2. In case both 
plates are so indented the indentations may be 
made to oppose each other or made irrespective 
of the position of the other. The number of 
Such indentations may vary for the required 
purposes. Furthermore, the inner adjacent sur 
faces of indentations and 2 may be made 
slightly knurled and the illustration in Figure 2 
may be considered as a sufficient showing of this 
feature. This gives an added gripping effect on 
the article O. But in no instance is the article 
0 subjected to perforation or damage by 's en 

gagement with the fastening device and its con 
sequent mounting on the Supporting surface. 
The illustration in Figure 4 compares in every 

detail to that shown and described in connec 
tion with Figures 1 and 2, with the exception 
that the former is straight for engaging a 
straight side rather than a corner of the arti 

The fastening device is right angular in 
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2 
cle. Therefore the same reference characters 
are used in connection. With Figure 4. 
In Figures 5 and 6 I have illustrated a simple 

form of fastening device indicated at 3 that 
may be provided with a stamped-out portion & 
which when bent downwardly, as shown in Fig 
ure 5, to leave the cut-out opening 5, is in the 
form of a sharp prong. The body portion may 
have an extension 3' with gripping indentations 
4'. This sharp prong is may take the place 
of the usual separate fastening element and may 
thus be forced into the supporting surface such 
as indicated at , in such a manner that one 
edge or corner of the article to be supported 
may be clamped by the body portion 3 and its 
extension 3' with its gripping indentations $' 
against the supporting Surface . As will be 
seen, this type of fastening device also obviates 
the perforation or other damage to the surface 
of the Supported article. As shown in Figure 6 
Such a type of fastening device may be stamped 
Out of a tape and Wound up in a manner shown 
in Figure 6 for the purposes of dispensing or 
using. In the latter case the tape generally re 
ferred to as 6 may be stamped out in the man 
ner shown in Figure 5 to form the separate fas 
tening devices and the tape may further be par 
tially perforated at different points constitut 
ing the division lines between each separate fas 
tening device. 

Figure 3 illustrates one form of fastening de 
vice 8 with a stamped out portion 9 in the form 
of a sharp prong and bent over to leave the cut 
out portion 20. 
of the supported article between the upper wall 
2 and the side walls 22. 
Another form of fastening device is shown in 

Figure 7 and may be generally indicated as hav 
ing a back plate 23 with an inwardly extending 
corrugation 24 to receive the rear surface of the 
supporting block 25. This back plate is provided 
with a plurality of cut-out portions 25 in the 
form of a sharp plung and these are shown bent 
inwardly to leave the cut-out portions 27. The 
fastening device may also be provided with cor 
ner corrugations 28 and an intervening top wall 
29. The front plate 39 may also be provided with 
one or more inwardly extending corrugations 3 
for Snug engagement with the front surface of 
the block 25 as the complete fastening device is 
slipped over either an edge or corner of the block 
and the sharp prongs 27 driven into the rear face 
of the block. The material of which this fasten 
ing device is made should be resilient SO that 
there is a tendency for the front plate 36 to be 
sprung against the front face of the block. Thus 
as the article 0 to be supported is placed be 
tween the front surface of the block and the in 
ner surface of the front plate 30, the article will 
be adequately held and supported without any 
resulting perforation or damage to the surface 
of the article. 

Figures 8 and 9 represent a slightly different 
form of fastening device, including a resilient 
angular element 32, one arm of which is pro 
vided with either an integral or a separate fas 
tening element 33 adapted to be driven into the 
supporting block . To the other arm of said 
angular resilient member may be secured by such 
means as a rivet 35 a vacuum cup 34 for hold 
ing the article in place against the upper surface 
of the supporting member f. In this particular 
instance the article to be supported is repre 

This fastening device is par 
ticularly adaptable for use in holding a corner 

2,082,577 
sented at 36 and may be a plate of glass or the 
like. a 
In Figure 10 the same type of vacuum cup 

is used and is Secured by the same means 35, 
the only difference being that the member 32 
may be straight instead of angular and receive 
a similar fastening element 33. . 

In Figure 8 is shown the type of fastening de 
vice on the top of the upper-side 3 of the board 
, as is shown in Figure iO. On the side 38 of 
the board is shown the type of fastening device 
illustrated in Figure 9, showing the angular mem 
ber 32 to be of substantial length and provided at 
spaced points with several vacuum cups. 34. 
The foregoing description of several modifi 

cations of my invention illustrates the primary 
purpose of the invention to be a provision of a 
Suitable fastening device that will lend itself to 
easy attachment to a supporting member and at 
the same time provide an adequate support for 
any substantially flat article desired to be Sup 
ported on the supporting element in snug en 
gagement therewith and yet not be perforated o 
otherwise damaged in any way. 

It is to be understood that while I have shown 
various modificaitons of devices adapted to carry 
Out the purpose of my invention, the invention 
is not in any Wise limited to the particular modi 
fications shown and described. For instance for 
Selling purposes and for artistic purposes it will 
be readily realized that the attachment devices 
may take the form of artistic designs and that 
the attachment devices may be either stamped 
out in such designs or have such artistic designs 
impressed or painted thereon. . 

claim: 
1. A fastening device for clamping an article 

to a supporting surface without perforating or 
otherwise damaging said article, said device 
comprising a metallic strip having its center por 
tion stamped out into a prong-shaped member 
which during use of the device is bent at an angle 
to the two end portions of said strip and is forced 
into said supporting surface adjacent to said ar 
ticle, one of the end portions of said strip hav 
ing an irregular contour forming a projection 
from the body of said strip, an indentation formed 
in Said projecting portion for gripping said ar 
ticle and maintaining it in fixed relationship 
with its Supporting surface and the other end por 
tion of Said strip having an indentation comple 
mentary in shape to said projection. 

2. A fastening device for clamping an article 
to a Supporting surface without perforating or 
otherwise damaging said article, said device com 
prising a metallic strip having its center portion 
Stamped Out into a prong-shaped member which 
during use of the device is bent at an angle to 
the two end portions of said strip and is forced 
into said supporting surface adjacent to said ar 
ticle, one of the end portions of said strip hav 
ing an irregular contour forming a projection 
from the body of said strip, and an indentation 
formed in Said projecting portion for gripping 
Said article and maintaining it in fixed relation 
ship with its supporting surface, and the other 
end portion of said strip having an irregular 
contour complementary in shape to said first 
mentioned end portion. 

3. A composite roll of fastening devices for 
clamping articles to a supporting surface without 
perforating or otherwise damaging said articles, 
Said roll comprising an elongated metallic ribbon 
consisting of a plurality of the fastening devices 
joined together to form said ribbon but having 
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perforations at the boundary line of each of said 
devices such that one or more of the devices may 
be removed from the roll as needed, and each of 
said fastening devices having a stamped-out 
prong-like center portion for insertion in said 
supporting surface and having one of its end por 
tions indented to provide a gripping surface for 
holding the article to its supporting surface. 

4. A fastening device for clamping an article 

to a supporting surface without perforating or 
otherwise damaging said article, said device Com 
prising a metallic strip the center portion of 
which is stamped out to form a prong for inser 
tion in said supporting surface, the two end por 
tions of said strip being irregularly and comple 
mentarily shaped and one of said end portions 
having an indented gripping surface. 

FRORC3 K. BERSCHMANN. 


