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This invention pertains to Surgical implements 
and is particularly, directed to a device for form 
ing suture Stitches to close Surgical Wounds. 
One object of the invention is to provide an 

instrument for producing a plurality of Wound 
stitches in one stitching operation, to enable 
closing the entire Wound in a single Stitching Op 
eration. Pursuant to this object the instrument 
comprises a plurality of needles, each capable of 
forming one stitch. The several needles are ar 
ranged in a row, spaced apart equidistant, to 
produce a wound closure with uniformly ar 
ranged Stitches. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a, 

single instrument for closing different Wounds, 
of different lengths, requiring different numbers 
of stitches, and forming the stitches of a given 
wound in a single stitching operation. Pursuant 
to this object the instrument of the invention is 
adjustable to accommodate more or less needles 
in accordance With the number of Stitches re 
quired in a given Wound. 

It follows that the instrument of the present 
invention, capable of producing a plurality of 
stitches to close a wound in a single stitching 
operation, simplifies the wound closing Opera 
tion, and enables the formation of an improved 
wound closure, in less time and with less dis 
comfort to the patient. The instrument of the 
present invention is adjustable to be accommo 
dated to different length wounds, and can be 
readily disassembled. The instrument, and its 
several elements are free from crevices, and is 
accordingly able to be readily cleaned and ster 
ilized. 
The instrument of the invention is adapted to 

produce a novel wound closure, comprising a 
plurality of stitches, the several Stitches being 
produced by a single suture strand. The result is 
a wound closure which locks the discomfort of 
prior art wound closures, the stitches of which 
are removed more easily, and with leSS discOn 
fort to the patient. 
The various objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be more readily understood from the 
enbodiment of the invention shown in the ac 
companying drawing, of which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the instru 
rent of the invention 

Figure 2 is an elevation partly in section. With 
parts broken away for purposes of clearness of 
illustration; 

Figure 3 shows a modified form of the needle 
of the invention; 

Figure 4 shows the instrument of the in Yen 
tion in position ready for use; 
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Figure 5 is a view of the instrument of the 
invention in position at one stage in the opera 
tion of producing a wound closure; 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5, showing 
the needle in position at a later stage in the for 
nation of a closure; 

Figure 7 shows the wound closure completed; 
and 

Figure 8 is a perspective view showing the for 
nation of the Stitchin detail. 
In the drawing the needle base is indicated 

generally at and comprises a plurality of 
needle Supporting members 2 which are detach 
ably joined together end to end by any suitable 
attaching means, such as the studs 3. The 
needle base may be of any suitable shape and 
in the practice of the invention shown, it is cylin 
drical in form so that, when the several members 
2 are joined together, it comprises an elongated 

cylindrical base. . . . 
Each member 2 is adapted to support one or 

more needles 4 which are fixed to the base by 
any suitable attaching means, such as the screw 
threads 5. The needles project laterally from 
the side of the needle base, arranged in a row, 
and spaced apart along the back, preferably 
spaced apart equidistant, as shown in the draw 
ing. The needles 4 are attached to the Several 
members so positioned that throughout the 
length of the needle base , no matter how many 
members are joined together to comprise the 
base, the needles are spaced apart equidistant 
from each other. 
This structure, it will be noted, enables the 

single instrument to produce a plurality of wound 
stitches in a single operation of the instrument 
because all needles Operate simultaneously With 
the single stitching operation of the instrument. 
Accordingly, under the preferred practice, the 
needles are made of equal length and are uni 
form in construction. 
The needle base, as described and shown, is 

attached to the handle 6 by means of an inter 
mediate attachment rod which spaces the needle 
base laterally away from the handle. The needle 
base is preferably joined to the attachment 7 
by means of the stud f3 of the endmost member 
2 and the attachment 7 is accordingly equipped 
With a threaded hole to receive the stud 3. 
The shank 8 of each needle may be straight, 

as illustrated in Figure 1, or the needles may be 
provided with curved shanks 8', as illustrated 
in Figure 3. 
Each needle is provided with an eye 9 to re 

ceive a suture, the eye being located at the end. 
29 of the shank, and in accordance with the pre 



2 
ferred practice of the invention, the eye 9 is pro 
vided with a slot 20, which enables the Suture to 
be removed from the eye without being drawn 
therethrough and without the necessity of cut 
ting the suture. In the preferred practice of 
the invention, the eye comprises a pair of tines 
2 spring pressed toward each other, which en 
gage each other in face to face relationship at 
their ends along the line 22. The tines 2 meet 
to provide the needle point 30, adapted to be 
pricked through the skin of the patient to form 
the stitch. 
Now referring to Figure 4 of the drawing, the 

instrument is employed in the following manner: 
The base member f is made the desired length 

by joining as many members 2 together as is 
required. Needles 4 are attached to the base 
member if in the manner illustrated in Figure 4, 
and the suture 23 is threaded through the eyes 
of the several needles. The instrument is now 
ready to form the wound closing stitch. Assum 
ing that the wound 24 is to be stitched, the in 
strument is positioned alongside the Wound in 
the position illustrated in Figure 4. The instru 
ment is then in position for its needles 4 to be 
projected through the wound carrying with it 
the suture 23. As illustrated in Figure 5, each 
needle 4 carries with it a bight 25 of the Suture, 
and the bights project out of the wound together 
with the points 30 of the needles. 
ends 26 and 27 are now ready to be joined, but 
before they are tied one end 26 is threaded 
through each of the bights 25 in succession of the 
respective stitches formed by the respective 
needles. See Figure 6. The ends 26 and 27 are 
now knotted at 28 to complete the Wound stitch 
ing. The instrument is thereupon retracted from 
the Wound and the several bights 25 are Slid 
out from between the tines 2 of the eyes 9, 
through the slots 20. 
The accompanying disclosure constitutes one 

preferred embodiment of the invention. A num 
ber of modifications will occur to those skilled in 
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the art which will not depart from the Spirit of 
the invention, the scope of the invention being 
determined by the scope of the accompanying 
claims. 
I claim: 
1. A wound stitching device comprising, a 

handle, a needle base carried by the handle, and 
a needle attached to one end to the base and 
having at its opposite end an eye, a piercing point 
in axial alinement with and located at the Outer 
extremity of the eye and an opening leading 
outward from the eye through the piercing point. 

2. A wound stitching device comprising, a 
handle, a needie base attached to the handle, and 
a plurality of needles attached to the needle 
base disposed longitudinally thereof and Spaced 
apart equidistant, each needle having at one end 
an eye, a piercing point in axial alinement with 
and located at the outer extremity of the eye 
and an opening leading outward from the eye 
through the piercing point. 

3. A wound stitching device comprising, a 
handle, a needle base attached to the handle, a 
plurality of needles attached to the needle base 
disposed longitudinally thereof and Spaced apart 
equidistant, each needle having an eye at its 
outer end, a piercing point at the outer extremity 
of the eye and an opening extending Outward 
from the eye and through the piercing point to 
permit escape of the suture therethrough. 

4. A wound stitching device comprising, a 
needle including a shank and a point, the point 
comprising a pair of tines side by side and bowed 
to provide an eye, the said tines meeting at their 
ends to provide a piercing point. 

5. A Surgical needle comprising a Shank hav 
ing an end portion tapered to a point and pro 
vided with an eye lying adjacent to but in rear 
of the extremity of the point, and a cleft ex 
tending from the outer end of the eye through 
the extremity of the point in the line of the longi 
tudinal axis of the needle. 
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