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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK J. HUB-
BARD and JAMES POTTER, citizens of the
United States, residing at Chicago, in the
county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Pocket Tobacco-Cases, of which the following
is a specification.

Our invention relates toimprovements in
the class of pocket-cases for plug-tobacco

“which are provided with cutters for severing

from the plug with each operation a desired
portion for use; and our object is to provide
such a device of an improved construction,
which will render it more convenient and de-
sirable for its purpose than those devices of
the same class hitherto employed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective of our improved device; Fig. 2, a
longitudinal section of the same enlarged;
Fig. 8, a perspective view of the lever and
cutting-blade details; Fig. 4, a view similar
to the last, but showing a modified form of
cutter; -and Fig. 5, a perspective view of the
open end of the case, showing a modified con-
struction thereof. ,

The case A is formed with two compart-
ments—one A’ for a plug of tobacco, and the
other A% of smaller dimensions, which may
be used for storing matches, toothpicks, or
other small articles. The compartment A’ is
open at its end ¢, and the compartment A?
may be open at its end s, as shown, or at one
of its sides, as desired. The upper edge of
the opening at ¢ is formed with a projection
¥ or bead, which extends a short distance—a
trifle less than one-half its transverse area—
beyond the adjacent portions of the edges of
the sides of the case.

B is a bifureated lever, comprising a top
plate ¢ and two forks or side plates p p, ful-
crumed near their free ends to the sides of
the case near the end ¢ of the latter, and car-
rying between them at their ends a trans-
verse cutter-blade o. The lever B swings
from the raised position in which it is shown
in Figs. 1 and 2 down until its plate g meets
the upper side of the case, causing the cutter
to move across the open end £ and close the
latter.

_Within the ecompartment A’ is a spring-
actuated plunger 7, which is foreced by its
spring normally to the end ¢ of the case.
Upon the upper side of the case adjacent to
the end ¢ is a plate m, of springy metal, pro-
vided with an elongated slot m/. The plate
m is adjustably secured in place by means of
a set-serew m2, which passes through the slot
m’ into the top of the case. The plate is ad-
justable for a distance limited by the length
of its slot toward and from the end ¢ of the
case, and near its edge adjacent to the said
end it is corrugated to afford a transverse re-
cess m® A plate [, bent, preferably, to the
form shown to afford the parts I’ I at substan-
tially right angles to each other, is provided
with a transverse slot 2* ciose to the end of the
part®, which is passed over the free end of the
platem, to cause the end portion of the part *to
extend through the recess m®and be confined
by the spring-plate m against the case. The
plate I is thus hinged in place and may be
swung from one to the other of the positions
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively, the re-
silient quality of the plate m causing the plate
I to be held with desired firmness in either of
the positions shown.

In operation the plug of tobacco is inserted
in the compartment A’ against the resistance
of the spring-plunger, which is forced toward
the rear end of the said compartment. The
plate or stop ! is normally in the position
shown in Fig. 1, and need only be swung to
the position shown in Fig. 2 when it is desired
to insert a plug into the case. When the le-
ver B is down against the case and the cutter
across the end £, the cutter acts as a stop to
prevent the plug being forced out at the said
end.” When the lever is raised to the posi-
tion shown the plug is foreced out of the case
untilits end strikes the stop . Asthe lever
is pressed toward the case again the cutter-
blade severs from the plug that much thereof
as extends between the end of the case and
stop I. On loosening the set-screw m?* the
plate m may be moved and the stop [ adjusted
toward or from the end of the case so that
the length of the plug severed at each opera-
tion may be what the operator desires. When
once adjusted the position of the stop need
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not be changed. As the lever is pressed to-
ward the case the knife-edge of the cutter
strikes the bead ¢ and further pressure causes
the cutter to yield slightly and pass over the
bead. The shearing effect thus produced in-
sures the perfect severance of the plug.

In the modification shown in Fig. 5, which
shows an open end ¢ of a case A, (and for pur-
poses of illustration inverted,) instead of the
beaded edge the case is provided with a pro-
jection #" in the form of a block formed upon
or set into its end and beveled down from
front to back, not to interfere with the for-
ward movement ot the plug of tobaceo, and
from one side to the other, so that as the cut-
ter is forced through the plug it will cnt after
the manner of shears from one side to the

“other and thus insure complete severance.

The modification illustrated in Fig. 4 shows
a cutter composed.of twonarrow blades,which
cut against or past each other. The under
blade is upon the free ends of the lever B
and the upper blade between levers a;, which
are fulerumed above the lever B on the out-
side of the case. Upon the lever I3 adjacent
to its fulerum are lugs a’, which enter and en-
gage sockets #? on the levers z adjacent to
their fulerums, the nature of the engagement
being such that when the lever B is forced
down to move its blade upward the levers «
areturned to force their blade downward until
the two blades meet or pass each other,

When the compartment A? is open at its
ends, as shown, the plate g of thelever B mnay
be formed with the flange ¥y to close the said
open end when the lever is down. One or

both sides of the lever may be milled, as
shown at g, to afford a rough surface against
which to strike matches when desired.

What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In combination, a pocket-case for plug-
tobaeco having an open end ?,a stop /, hinged
to the case and extending over the said open
end, a lever fulerumed near the said open
end on the outside of the case, thereby form-
ing along arm and a short arm, and a cutter-
blade upon theshort arm of thelever adapted
by manipulating the lever from its long arm
to cut across the end £ between the end and
stop, substantially as described.

2. In combination, a pocket-case for plug-
tobaceo havicg an open end ¢, a hinged stop
{ on the case and adjustable upon the latter
toward and from the said open end and ex-
tending over said end, a lever fulerumed near
the said end on the outside of the case, there-
by forming a long arm and a short arm, and
a cutter-blade upon the short arm of the le-
ver adapted by manipulating the lever from
its long arm to cut across the end ¢ between
the said end and stop, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In combination, a pocket-case for plug-
tobacco having an open end £, a projection ¢’
on an edge of the said open end, a lever ful-
crumed on the outside of the case near the
said open end, thereby forming a long arm
and a short arm, and a cutter-blade on the
short arm of thelever adapted by manipulat-
ing the lever from its long arm to cut across
the open end ¢ and then across the said pro-
jection, substantially as described.

FREDERICK J. HUBBARD.
JAMES POTTER.
In presence of—
J. W, DYRENFORTH,
M. J. Frosr.
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