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CARTRIDGE-CASE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 394,376, dated December 11, 1888. 
Application filed May 17, 1888, Serial No, 274,178, (No model.) 

To aid, who7 it (ty concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN CUNINGHAM KEL 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Washington city, in the IDistrict of Columbia, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Cartridge-Cases, of which the 
following is a full and clear description, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw ings, forming part of this specification, in 
which- , 

Figure I represents a perspective view of a 
('art ridge-case embodying my invention. Fig. 
2 is a transverse sectional view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view. Fig. 4 shows studs or 
plates secured to a gun or belt for securing 
the cartridge-cases the reto. Fig. 5 illustrates 
the case secured to the gun. 
My invention is designed to meet the need 

felt especially by cavalrymen, that of seeuring 
a number of cartridges upon the carbine or 
rifle or shotgun entirely out of the way of the 
hands in manipulating the piece, and at the 
s: no tir (nn \'Aliant to the hand and in 
view, and in securing said cases to a belt or 
sling; and my invention consists in the con 
structions and 'ombinations of devices which 
I shall hereinafter fully describe and elaim. 
To enable other's skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will now describe its 
(’onstruction an indicate the manner in 
which the same is carried out. 

In the said drawings, A represents the case 
within which the cartridges are to be placed. 
This case is preferably made of wood, and 
lahay or may not be provided with a cover, and 
said case is formed with cylindrical recep 
tacles (t, within which five, ten, or any desired 
number of cartridges may be placed, the wood 
between the receptacles being sufficiently 
thick to levelt the flages o' heads of the 
cartridges which are placed the rein from over 
lapping. This case A is preferably shaped as 
shown in IFig. 3, so that when more than one 
row of ("articiges is lic'el in the 'ase the 
('at-triges it one row lie between those in the 
acja ('el it. Iow. The cases are the easily 
packed in boxes for transportation. A late, 
ls, situ (d. to the so, is 'oviet with a 
pocket having it slot, f, ()) (lit. ('tially 
front () ( (lit, and l) in : h ()' withii sail 
pocket is secured the spring-plate ly, prefer 

ably formed integral with the plate Band pro 
vided at its lower free end with a projection, 
l', which is adapted to be pressed into a re 
cess formed in the ease back of the plate, so 
as to permit the passage of a lug, (, attached 
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to or forming a part of a plate, C, secured to 
the gun or to a belt or sling. When attached 
to a belt, the plate C will in turn lo fastened 
to a leather or other piece, D, having loops d, 
through which the belt passes, this construc 
tion being particularly shown in Fig. 4. 

In practice it may be desirable to secure 
the lug c to a stud, e, projecting from the 
plate ( and having a width to snugly fit the 
slot (1 as the luge is passed within the pocket, 
and of a thiekness sufficient, when pressed 
down, to depress the spring-plate and permit 
the case to be readily removed or detached 
from the gun, belt, or sling. 

In the present instance I have constructed 
the cases of wood; but this material alone 
would not suffice, owing mainly to its being 
affected by atmospheric changes to such an 
extent that if the diameter of the receptacles 
is of the same or nearly of the same diameter 
as the cartridges the wood, under certain con 
ditions, as when submerged in water, would 
swell, and thereby bind the inserted cartridge 
so that it could only be removed by the ap 
plication of consilerable force and a conse 
quent loss of time. 

I have overcome the defects above noted 
by constructing my case of wool and forming 
the receptacles ( with a diameter somewhat 
greater than the diameter of the cartridges, 
so that ille littler will not lot affected by the 
expansion of the wood. 
To seeurely hold the inserted cartridges 

against displacement by any ordinary cause, 
I see tire to the top of the case, ill mediately 
over the entrance to the receptacles, a metal 
lie plate, H., having openings corresponding 
with but slightly smaller than the diameter 
of the receptacles. 
The openings in the late II are surrounded 

by a series of spring points or ligs, l, which 
are struck out of the plate and project down 
warily and slightly inwardly, as shown in 
Fig. 2, thus slightly reducing the size of the 
opening. From this description it will be ob 
served that when the points of the cartridges 
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are inserted in the openings in the plate they 
strike against the spring-points and depress 
them. The cartridges may now be readily 
forced into the receptacles in the case, while 
the spring-points will exert sufficient force 
against their sides to prevent them from fall 
ing out of the case when the latter is turned 
over. At the same time there is left sufficient 
space between the walls of the receptacles 
and the sides of the cartridges to prevent the 
latter binding, because of the swelling of the 
wood case. When in place on the gun, the car 
tridges lie transversely beneath the barrel 
and in a position where they may be seized 
with the thumb and finger and inserted into 
the gun with the least expenditure of time 
and effort. When one case is emptied, it can 
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another one attached. 
be instantly removed and thrown away and 

In this manner I pro 
vide a practical magazine, which, for the time 
being, forms a part of the gun itself, and 
which may either be thrown away after being 
emptied, or, if desired, it may be returned to 
the belt to be refilled from single cartridges 
which the rifleman may have issued to him. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by ILet 
ters Patent, is- . 

1. The combination, with a cartridge-case, 
of a plate secured thereto, having the cen 
trally-disposed slot or opening a and pocket, 
a spring integral with said plate and within 
said pocket, and the locking-plate secured to 
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-a belt, sling, or gun, and having a lug adapted 
to be confined within said pocket by the 

spring-plate, substantially as herein de 
scribed. . 

2. A cartridge-case having receptacles for 
the cartridges and provided on its top surface 
with a metallic plate having spring points or 
lugs extending downward into the recepta 
cles, whereby the cartridges are held by con 
tact with said points or lugs. 

3. A cartridge-case having receptacles for 
the cartridges and a metallic piate having 
openings in alignment with said receptacles, 
said openings being surrounded by down 
wardly and inwardly projecting spring-points 
which press upon the sides of the inserted 
cartridges, substantially as and for the pur 
pose described. 
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4. An improved cartridge-case having re 
ceptacles for the cartridges and provided with 
a perforated metallic plate over the entrance 
to said receptacles, said plate having a series 
of downwardly - extending spring-points 
adapted to enter the receptacles and bear 
against the cartridges, in combination with 
means for securing the case to a gun, belt, or 
sling, consisting of a plate having a pocket 
and centrally-disposed slot, an internal spring 
within the pocket, and a locking-plate having 
a lug adapted to enter the pocket and to be 
confined therein by the spring, substantially 
as described. 

JOHN CUNINGHAM KELTON. 
Witnesses: 

BEN, EMZEL, 
J. C. LYONS. 
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