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(57) ABSTRACT 
A water ski rack comprising two spaced rack units for 
supporting a pair of water skis adjacent the respective 
ends thereof. Each rack unit includes a fork-like rack 
element having three tines adapted to receive the skis 
therebetween. Each rack element has a projecting 
prong adapted to be plugged into a socket in a bracket 
mounted on a suitable supporting structure. A spring 
clip carried by each bracket and engageable with the 
corresponding prong retains it in its socket. Straps 
secure the skis in the rack elements. 

S Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

WATERSKRACK 
BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to aski rack, 
and, more particularly, to a rack which may be 
mounted on any suitable structure to support a pair of 
skis. 
Since the invention was originally embodied in and is 

particularly applicable to a rack for water skis, it will be 
considered in such connection herein as a matter of 
convenience, with the understanding that it may be 
used for supporting snowskis, or other equipment. 

SUMMARY AND OBJECTS OF INVENTION 

A primary object of the invention is to provide a 
water ski rack, or the like, comprising two rack units 
which may be mounted on any suitable supporting 
structure, such as any convenient part of a boat, in a 
spaced relation such that the two units support at least 
one pair of skis adjacent the respective ends thereof. 
More particularly, an important object of the inven 

tion is to provide ski rack units each of which includes a 
fork-like rack element capable of supporting at least 
two skis between the tines thereof, and each of which is 
removably plugged into a socket in a mounting bracket 
attached to the desired supporting structure. It will be 
understood that the spaces between the tines of the two 
rack elements are aligned so that the rack elements 
support the skis at spaced points adjacent the respec 
tive ends thereof. 
Another important object is to provide a rack unit 

wherein the prong of the rack element is oriented at 
about 45 to the tines so that the rack element can be 
positioned to cause the tines to face upwardly with the 
bracket mounted on a vertical surface, an inclined sur 
face, an upwardly facing horizontal surface, or even a 
downwardly facing horizontal surface. 

Still another important object of the invention is to 
provide each mounting bracket with a spring clip en 
gageable with the prong of the corresponding rack ele 
ment to releasably retain such prong in its socket. A re 
lated object is to provide a construction wherein each 
prong has transverse notches spaced apart longitu 
dinally thereof and each of which is capable of receiv 
ing the corresponding spring clip therein. 
Yet another object is to provide a ski rack unit 

wherein each spring clip is generally U-shaped over-all 
and has end portions secured to the bracket and a 
transverse portion interconnecting the end portions 
and receivable in any one of the transverse notches in 
the corresponding rack-element prong. A related ob 
ject is to provide the bracket with undercut grooves 
and to provide the spring clip with U-shaped end por 
tions respectively pressed into the undercut grooves in 
the bracket. w 

A further object is to provide each rack element with 
a strap connectible to the outermost tines thereof and 
adapted to span the spaces between the tines to retain 
the skis between the tines. 
The foregoing objects, advantages, features and 

results of the present invention, together with various 
other objects, advantages, features and results thereof 
which will be evident to those skilled in the ski rack art 
in the light of this disclosure, may be achieved with the 
exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing and described in detail 
hereinafter. 
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2 
DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing the water ski 

rack of the invention mounted on a suitable upwardly 
facing, horizontal supporting structure, it being un 
derstood that the rack may be mounted on a vertical 
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Supporting structure, an inclined supporting structure, 
or even on a downwardly facing, horizontal supporting 
Structure; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of one of the rack 
- units constituting the water ski rack of the invention; 

FIG.3 shows one of the rack units from above as it is 
viewed in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken as indicated by the 

arrowed line 4-4 of FIG. 2 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY 
EMBODIMENT OF INVENTION 

Referring initially to FIG. 1 of the drawing, illus 
trated therein is a rack 10 shown as supporting a pair of 
water skis 12. In the particular installation illustrated, 
the rack 10 is shown as mounted on an upwardly fac 
ing, horizontal supporting structure 14, such as a boat 
deck, a railing, or the like. However, because of a struc 
tural feature to be discussed hereinafter, the rack 10 
may equally well be mounted on a vertical supporting 
structure, an inclined supporting structure, or even 
under an overhang. 
The ski rack 10 includes two ski rack units 20 which 

support the skis 12 adjacent the respective ends 
thereof. The rack units 20 are identical so that only one 
of them will be considered in detail. 
Referring to FIGS. 2 to 4 of the drawing, each rack 

unit 20 includes a fork-like rack element 22 shown as 
having three spaced tines 24, 26 and 28, one ski 12 
being receivable between the tines 24 and 26 and the 
other between the tines 26 and 28. (If desired, the rack 
element 22 could be equipped with more tines to 
receive more skis.) The skis 12 are retained in the rack 
element 22 by an elastomeric strap 30 provided at its 
ends with loops 32 engageable with hooks 34 on the ou 
termost tines 24 and 28. With this construction, the 
strap 30 can be installed readily by engaging one of the 
loops 32 with one of the hooks 34, stretching the strap 
around the skis 12, and engaging the other loop 32 with 
the other hook 34. The strap 30 can be disengaged cor 
respondingly easily. 
The rack element 22 of each rack unit 20 includes a 

prong 40 which is insertable into a socket 42 in a 
mounting bracket 44 and which makes an angle of ap 
proximately 45 with the tine assembly 24, 26 and 28. 
Because of this angular relationship between the tine 
assembly and the prong 40, the mounting bracket 44 
may be installed on either a horizontal supporting 
structure like the structure 14, a vertical supporting 
structure, not shown, an inclined supporting structure, 
or even under an overhang. More particularly, the rack 
element 22 can be oriented with the times 24, 26 and 28 
facing upwardly with the prong 40 oriented horizon 
tally, as shown, or with the prong oriented vertically, or 
at some intermediate angle. Also, if the bracket 44 is 
mounted under an overhang, the rack element can be 
reversed relative to the bracket so that the tines face 
upwardly. Thus, the rack 10 of the invention can be in 
stalled on a wide variety of supporting structures, 
which is an important feature. 
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The mounting bracket 44 of each rack unit 20 is 
shown as provided with mounting flanges 46 which may 
be secured to the desired supporting structure, such as 
the structure 14, by means of screws 48, or otherwise. 
The mounting bracket 44 of each rack unit 20 carries 

a spring clip 50 which engages the prong 40 of the cor 
responding rack element 22 to releasably secure it in its 
socket 42. Preferably, the spring clip 50 is generally U 
shaped over-all and has end portions 52 secured to the 
mounting bracket 44 and a transverse portion 54 inter 
connecting the end portions and receivable in any one 
of a plurality of longitudinally spaced, transverse 
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notches 56 in the prong 40. It will be noted that the 
prong 40 is provided with the notches 56 in two op 
posed surfaces thereof so that the rack element 22 may 
be reversed in position with respect to the mounting 
bracket 44 if the mounting bracket is so oriented as to 
require reversal to permit the tine assembly 24, 26 and 
28 to face upwardly. Preferably, the tip of the prong 40 
is pointed to facilitate insertion into its socket 42 past 
the spring clip 50 and the spring clip is provided with 
projecting finger grips 58 for releasing it from the notch 
56 in which it is disposed. 

Considering how the spring clip 50 is secured to its 
mounting bracket 44, the latter is provided on opposite 
sides thereof with undercut grooves 60. The end por 
tions 52 of the spring clip 50 are U-shaped or hook 
shaped and are simply pressed into the undercut 
grooves 60, being frictionally retained therein. How 
ever, if desired, supplementary means, such as screws, 
may be used to hold the end portions 52 in the grooves 
60. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that the 
present invention provides a very universal ski rack 
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which can be installed easily in any of a wide variety of 35 
locations, which is an important feature. 
Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention 

has been disclosed for purposes of illustration, it will be 
understood that various changes, modifications and 
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4 
substitutions may be incorporated in such embodiment 
without departing from the spirit of the invention as 
defined by the claims appearing in the next section of 
this specification. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a ski rack unit, or the like, the combination of 
a. afork-like rack element having three tines adapted 
to receive two skis therebetween; 

b. said rack element also having a prong projecting 
from said tines and provided with transverse 
notches spaced apart longitudinally thereof, 

c. a bracket having a socket of a size to receive said 
prong therein; 

d. a spring clip carried by said bracket and receivable 
in any one of said notches in said prong to retain 
same in said socket, said spring clip being 
generally U-shaped over-all and having end por 
tions secured to said bracket and a transverse por 
tion interconnecting said end portions and receiva 
ble in any one of said notches; and 

e. means for mounting said bracket on a suitable sup 
porting structure. 

2. A ski rack unit or the like, according to claim 1 
wherein said bracket is provided with undercut grooves 
and wherein said end portions of said spring clip are U 
shaped and pressed into said grooves, respectively. 

P: ski E. i or the like, as set SE 1. Elaim 1 
including a strap connectible to the outermost of said 
tines and adapted to span the spaces between said tines 
to retain the two skis therebetween. 

4. A ski rack unit, or the like, as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said prong makes an angle of about 45 with 
said tines. 

5. A ski rack, or the like, including two ski rack units 
according to claim 1 in spaced relationship with the 
spaces between the tines of said rack elements in align 
ment so that said rack elements support the skis at 
spaced points. 
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