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1. 
My present invention relates to improvements 

in clothesline hangers and, more particularly, 
to Such a hanger that is retractable. 
The principal object of this invention is to 

provide a retractable hanger, usable in pairs to 
hold a clothesline threaded back and forth there 
between and when retracted, carries the clothes 
line laterally therewith without changing is 
attachment or relation thereto. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide a retractable clothesline hanger having a 
novel latch for holding the same retracted. 
Other objects of the invention will be apparent, 

from the following description, reference being 
had to the drawings. 
To the above end, generally stated, the in 

vention consists of the novel construction and ar 
rangement hereinafter described and defined ill 
the claims. In the accompanying drawings, which iliris 
trate the invention, like characters indicate is: 
parts throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a top view of two of the retractable 

hangers attached to overhead joist, and having 
a clothesline threaded back and forth therebe 
tween; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the parts shown in 
Fig. 1, and further showing intermediate joist; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of one of the hang 
erS shown in Fig. 2 with the clothesine sectionsd 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1, said view also showing 
the hanger in a retracted position by means of 
broken lines; * Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail view with some 
parts sectioned on line 4-4 of Fig. 3, on an en 
larged scale; 

Fig. 5 is a detail view partly in elevation and 
partly in section taken on the line 5-5 of Fig. 3, 
and on the same scale as Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary detail view partly in 
elevation and partly in section taken on the line 
6-6 of Fig. 3, on the same scale as Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is a rear elevational view of the parts 
shown in Fig. 6 removed from the joist; and 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary detail view showing the 
latch in Section taken on the line 8-8 of Fig. 7, 
and also showing one of the links in contact with 
the cam plate. 
The numeral 8 indicates two outer joist, and 

the numeral 9 indicates two inner joist that af 
ford Support for the clothesline hangers. - 
Two of the retractable hangers A and B are 

employed to hold a clothesline O threaded back 
and forth therebetween, These two holders A. 
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and B are turned toward ea Ch other and each 
thereof includes a horizontal rectangular frame 

comprising a pair of end bars 2, front and 
rear crosstie bars 3 and it, respectively, and an 
oblique crosstie bar 5. These bars 2, 3, 4 and 
5 are all rigidly connected. Tha end portions 

of the end bars 2 are turned down Wardly to af 
ford hinge lugs 6. 
Upstanding ears 7 overlap the rear pair of 

hinge lugs f6, outwardly thereof and are Se 
cured thereto by headed rivets 8. The frames 
lf extend transversely under the joist, 3 and 9 
with the ears 7 overlapping the joist 8, at their 
outer faces and are secured thereto by ag-ScreWS 
9. Said frames are Secured to the joist by 

Screws 9'. 
Horizontal angle bars 2 and 28' are held 

suspended from the frames of the hangers 
A and B, respectively, by pairs of upright links 
2 for endwise and upwardly SWinging movement 
in vertical planes. These links 2, at their up 
per end portions, are pivoted on the rivets 8 and 
their lower end portions overlap the inner faces 
of the upturned flanges of the angle bars 23 and 
20' and are pivoted thereto by headed rivets 22. 
The horizontal flanges of the angie bars 2 and 
20 are turned toward each other. 
Upwardly and outwardly inclined brace bars 

23 extend from the angle bars 28 and 2 to the 
outer corners of the frames ... The upper end 
portions of the brace bars 23 are bent into the 
form of right angles 24, the outer members there 
of overlapping the inner faces of the outer hinge 
lugs 6 and are pivoted thereto by rivets 25. 
These braces 23, at their lower end portions, are 
bent downwardly parallel to the links 2, as in 
dicated at 26 and pivoted on the rivets 22. 
Secondary brace bars 2 connect the brace bars 

23, at medial points, to the links 2, at their up 
per end portions. Obviously, the links 2, brace 
bars 23 and 27 afford end brackets 58. The angle 
bars 20 and 20 connect the end brackets 28 in 
pairs with freedom to swing laterally on the riv 
ets 8 and 25 in vertical planes, transversely of 
the hangers A and B. Lateral Swinging nove 
ment of the end brackets 28 Will carry the angle 
bars 20 and 20' endwise and upwardly and posi 

, tion said brackets and angle bars, Substantially 
in the same horizontal plane close to the under 
sides of the frames f. 
The clothesline if is attached to the angle 

bars 20 and 20' by upstanding headed studs rig 
idly secured to the horizontal flanges of Said 

55 

angle bars. These studs are spaced equidis 
tances apart longitudinally of the angle bars 20 
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and 20' and designated by the numeral 29, ex 
cept for the end stud 38 on the angle bar 2 and 
the end stud. 3. These studs 3 and 3 are Oh 
opposite ends of the angle bars 2 and is'. 
The clothesline O has in one of its end portions 

a loop 32 and in its other end portions a loop 32. 
As shown, the loop 32 is placed over the stud 33, 
threaded back and forth between the angle bars 
20 and 20' and passed around the Studs 29. Fri 
marily, the length of the clothesline is ‘Stich 
that when drawn taut, the loop 32' may be placed 
over the stud 3 to complete the attachment of 
the clothesline 0 to the hangers A and B. AS 
stretch develops in the clothesize it, the loop 
32' may be removed from the stud 3 and the 
clothesline IO placed around said stud and the 
loop 32 placed over one of two studs. 33 on the 
angle bar 20 between the stud 3 and the adja 
cent stud 29, as shown. If further slack devel 
ops in the clothesline 0, the loop 32 may be re 
moved from the stud 30, the clothesline if) placed 
around said stud and the loop 32 placed Over O2 
of two studs 33 on the angle bar 20'. 
To hold each hanger A and B retracted, to 

leave head room under said: hangers , and the 
clothesline, O, I provide a novel latch 34 therefor. 
As the two latches 34 are identical, the one. With 
the other, the description of one will suffice for 
the other and hence the latch 34 for the hangers 
B will be described. This latch 34 is formed of 
a single round rod turnably mounted, near Orie of 
its end portions, in a bearing 35 on the under side 
of one of the end bars 2, close to the connected 
link 2 f. The bearing 35 holds the latch 34 for 
swinging movement transversely of the aragle bar 3 
20. The short end of the rod is bent for Wardly 
to afford a finger 36 that extends transversely 
under the crosstie bar f4, parallel thereto, and 
normally engages the same as a stop for the latch 
34. The long end portion of the rod is gent, first 
rearwardly from the bearing 35, then downwardly, 
then forwardly to afford a supporting shoulder 
37 on which the angle bar 20' rests when in a 
raised position, as shown by broken lines in Fig. 3 
and full lines in Figs. 6 and 7. From the support 
ing shoulder 37, the rod is bent downwardly and 
rearwardly to afford an oblique can member 38. 
Said rod, at the lower end of the cam member 38, 
is bent laterally parallel to the angle bar 20' to 
afford a fingerpiece 39. 
The latch 34 is held in an operative position, 

With its stop finger 36 against the bar. d4, by the 
force of gravity. Normally, the can member 38 
is in the path of movement of the angle bar 20' 
When being raised. A horizontal can plate 40 ex 
tends transversely under the supporting shoulder 
37 and is rigidly secured thereto at its longitudinal 
center. This plate 40 also curves upwardly on the 
cam member 38 on the outside thereof and rein 
forces said plate. The ends of the plate 40 con 
verge from the curved portion of said plate to the 
outer end of the supporting, shoulder 37 to af 
ford cams 4. 

Obviously, the hangers A and B may be raised 
or lowered without removing the clothesline if 0 
therefrom or changing its attachment thereto. 
Furthermore, there is no slack put in the clothes 
line 0 at any time, either during the raising or 
lowering of the hangers A and B or when the same 
are held retracted by the latches 34. . . . . 
When raising the hangers A and B, the angle 

bars 20 and 20' engage the cam member 38 and 
thereby swing the latches 34 out of the paths of 
movement of said angle bars as shown by broken 
lines in Fig. 6. As the angle bars 20 and 207 pass 
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4 
upwardly out of engagement with the cam mem 
bers 38, the latches 34 are returned to operative 
positions by the force of gravity, and position the 
supporting shoulders 37 under the angle bars 20 
and 20' and support the same when released, 
shown by full lines in Figs. 4 and 5. 
To lower the hangers A and B, it is only neces 

sary to take hold of the fingerpieces 39 and move 
the latches 34 into inoperative position, as one of 
which is shown by broken lines in Fig. 6. 

During the return movement of the hangers 
A and B, the adjacent links 2 are in the paths of 
movement of the latches 34 and are moved out of 
Saidpaths by the cams 4. 
From what has been said, it will be understood 

that the retractable clothesline hanger described 
is!' capable of modification as to details of con 
Struction and arrangement within the scope of 
the iravention disclosed and claimed. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a hanger of the class described, a horia 

ZOntal frame having means for attaching the 
same to a Support, said frame including end bars, 
the end portions of which are turned downwardly 
to afford front and rear pairs of hinge lugs, a bar 
having means for attaching a clothesline thereto, 
a pivoted pair of links suspending the bar from 
the rear pair of hinge lugs for endwise and ups 
Wardly Swinging movement in a vertical plane, 
and pivoted braces extending from the lower end 
portions of the links to the front pair of hinge lugs. 

2. In a hanger of the class described, a hori 
Zontal rectangular frame, a pair of end brackets 
pivoted to the frame for lateral upwardly swing 
ing movement in a vertical plane below the 
frame, a bar pivoted to the brackets for endwise 
and upwardly swinging movement in said plane, 
Said bar having means for attaching a clothesline 
thereto, said frame having upstanding ears for 
attaching the frame to an overhead support and 
holding the same in engagement with the sup 
port, the rear edge of the frame, the ears and the 
bar being Substantially in the same vertical plane. 

3. In a hanger of the class described, a hori 
Zontally disposed rectangular frame comprising 
a pair of end bars, front and rear crosstie bars 
and an oblique intermediate crosstie bar, the end 
portions of the end bars being turned downwardly 
to afford hinge lugs, depending end brackets piv. 
oted to the hinge lugs for lateral upwardly swing 
ing movement in a vertical plane, and a bar piv 
oted to the end brackets for endwise and upwardly 
Swinging movement therewith in said plane, said 
bar having means for attaching a clothesline 
thereto, said frame having upstanding ears for 
attaching the same to a support, said crosstie bar, 
the last noted bar and the ears being in substan 
tially the same vertical plane, said ears holding 
the frame in engagement with the support. 

4. The structure defined in claim3, further in 
cluding a latch pivoted to the frame and having 
means for holding the end bracket and the bar retracted. 

5. In a hanger of the class described, a frame 
having means for attaching the same to a sup 
port, a pair of end brackets pivoted to the frame 
and Suspended therefrom for lateral upwardly 
SWinging movement in a vertical plane, a bar piv. 
oted to the end brackets for endwise and upwardly 
Swinging movement therewith, said bar having 
means for attaching a clothesline thereto, and a 
latch on the hanger yieldingly held in an operative 
position for holding the end brackets and bar in 
their raised position, said latch being formed of 



5 
a single rod pivotally mounted near one of its end 
portions on the frame to turn about a horizontal 
axis, the short end portion of the rod being bent 
laterally to afford a finger that normally engages 
the frame as a stop and releasably holds the latch 
in an operative position, the long end portion of 
the rod at its bearing being bent first horizontally, 
then downwardly and again horizontally to af 
ford a Supporting shoulder that extends across 
the path of movement of the bar, said rod, at its Supporting shoulder, being bent outwardly and 
downwardly to afford an oblique cam member 
that is engaged by the bar during its upwardly 
Swinging movement and operates the latch to 
move its Supporting shoulder out of said path of 
movement. 6. In a hanger of the class described, a frame 
having means for attaching the same to a support, 
a pair of end brackets pivoted to the frame and 
Suspended therefrom for lateral swinging move 
ment in a vertical plane, a bar pivoted to the end 
brackets for endwise and upwardly swinging 
movement therewith, said bar having means for 
attaching a clothesline thereto, and a latch hav 
ing a Supporting shoulder pivoted on the hanger, 
gravity held in an operative position and provided 
With a depending cam-acting member in the path 
of movement of one of the end brackets when the 
bar is SWung upwardly, whereby the engagement 
of the end bracket with the cam-acting member 
Will move the latch into an operative position and 
hold the same until the bar has passed the Same 
and engaged the Supporting shoulder. 

7. In a hanger of the class described, a pair of 
parallel end bars having front and rear ends and 
applicable to an overhead support, a bar having 
means for attaching a clothesline thereto, a piv 
oted pair of links Suspending the bar from the 
rear end of the end bars, and pivoted braces ex 
tending obliquely from the lower end portions of 
the links to the front end of the parallel end bars. 

8. The structure defined in claim 7 in which all 
of the pivots of the links and the braces extend 
Substantially parallel to the end bars. 

9. The structure defined in claim 7, further in 
cluding secondary braces attached to the upper 
end portions of the links and the intermediate 
portions of the first noted braces. 

10. A self-contained hanger of the class de 
scribed, comprising a horizontal rectangular 
frame having front and rear ends and applicable 
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to an overhead support, a bar having means for 
holding a clothesline, a pair of pivoted links hold 
ing the bar Suspended from the rear end portion 
of the frame, and oblique pivoted braces connect 
ing the bar to the front end portion of the frame. 

11. In a hanger of the class described, a frame 
having means for attaching the same to a sup 
port, a pair of end brackets pivoted to the frame 
and Suspended therefrom for lateral upwardly 
SWinging movement in a vertical plane, a bar piv 
oted to the end bracket for endwise and upwardly 
Swinging movement therewith, said bar having 
means for attaching a clothesline thereto, and a 
latch on the hanger yieldingly held in an opera 
tive position for holding the end brackets and the 
bar in their raised position, said latch having a 
can member in the path of movement of one of 
the end brackets When the bar is swung upwardly, 
Whereby the engagement of Said end bracket with 
the cam-acting member will move the latch into 
an inoperative position and hold the same until 
the bar has passed the same. 

12. In a hanger of the class described, a frame 
having means for attaching the same to a Sup 
port, a bar having means for attaching a clothes 
line thereto, a pair of pivoted links suspending the 
bar from the frame for endwise and upwardly 
Swinging movement in a vertical plane, a latch 
pivoted to the frame and held by the force of 
gravity in an operative position for holding the 
bar in a raised position, and a cam on the latch 
normally in the path of movement of one of the 
links during its endwise and upwardly swinging 
movement, whereby the cam will be engaged by 
the respective link and moved thereby together 
With the latch into inoperative positions to per 
mit Said link to pass the cam and the latch. 
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