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UNITED STATES.

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

- JOHN McKEE, OF WARREN, O_HIO.

WIRE FENGE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 562,413, dated June 23, 1896.
Application filed September 7, 1895, Serial No, 561,830, (No model.) ‘

To all whom it may concern.-

Be it known thatI, JoEN MCKEE, 4 citizen
of the United States, residing at Warren, in
the county of Trumbull and State. of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Wire Fance,
of which the following is-a speuﬁcatlon

My invention lelates to wire fences, par-
ticularly to the posts therefor, it being my
objeet to provide a metallic post that is sim-
ple and cheap in manufacture and so formed
as to be exceedingly rigid and strong, being
braced firmly against lateral strains in any
direction and also against twisting and com-
pression strains.

My improved post is adapted to receive any
kind of fence-wire and any number of run-
ners, and each post is complete in itself, not
depending on any other post or on supple-
mentary braces or stays for its rigidity.

My invention will now be particularly set
forth by deseription and illustration and de-
fined by claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1iga per speetw
view of my 1mproved fence~post Fig. 2isa
broken perspective view of the upper portion
thereof. Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-section.
Fig. 4 is a horizontal cross-section. through
the post adjacent to one of the connecting-
braces. Fig. 5.is a vertical section through
the upper end of the base portion of the post.

Reference-numeral 1 designates the base-
anchor or stub-post, which is of any approved
substance, as wood, iron, stone,or cement, but
pxefembly of the lattel, as set forth in my
patent therefor, No. 440,323, dated November
11,1890. Firmlysecured to the oppositefaces

of base 1 by bolts 2 are the main members 3-

and 4 of my fence-post proper. - These mem-
bers are made of flat bar iron or steel of suit-
able size according to the height of fence and
distance between posts These members are
formed, preferably, integrally from one piece
of flat bar metal, the facing member 3 being
carried up in astraightline slanting inwardly
slightly over the base 1, so that the top 5 of
the postwill come appreximately in the plane
of the axis of the post.  Atthe top 5 the strap
of bar metal is bent over on itself and secured
in place by a rivet or bolt 6, the two depend-
ing sides being slightly spaced apart by a
tubulzu Washel 7, sleeved over bolt 6 to form
an eye or passage 3 thereabove. The brac-

ing or strut member 4 is then carried down,
facing flatwise the opposing member 3 and
diverging therefrom slightly for a short dis-
tance from the top 5 and again secured to
member 3 by a holt or rivet 9 and- tubular

| washer 10 similarly to the upper rivet and

washer. The strut member 4 is then given a
quarter-twist 12, so as to bring it into a plane
perpendicular to the plane of face member 3
and is carried down in a straight portion 13
to the base 1, where it is bent back again by
quarter-twist 14, so as to extend against the
face of base 1 parallel to the bottom end of
member 3. Twist 14 may be made so close
to the top of base 1 as to require the adjacent
edge of said post to be beveled at 15, whereby
additional bracing and stiffening effect is se-
cured.

The face member 3 of the post.is provided
with a plurality of small perforations 16, ar-
ranged in pairs in vertical alinement alon0
the middle of said face member. These pairs
of perforations 16 are spaced apart the dis-
tance it is desired to separate the fence-wires,
and each pair is provided to receive a con-
necting brace or bracket 17. This bracemay
be in the form of a small casting or of a
punched-out piece of metal, or it may be made
of wire twisted in any suitable form. I pre-
fer, however, to make the braces 17 of wire
bent as follows: The ends 18 of the wire are
passed through the respective holes 16 of a
pair until the middle portion 19 of the wire
abuts against the front face of member 3.
The ends 18 are then bent down tightly past
each other at 20 and eurved over rearwardly
toformloop portion 21. Theyarethen twisted
together at 22, said twisted portioninecreasing
in lentrth ﬁom the top brace down, to accom-
moda’oe the diverging auandement of the
post members, and the free ends are then
wrapped at 23 tightly around strut member
4 from opposite sides and wound at 24 one
or more times around the twist 22. This in-
sures a firm strengthening-brace to maintain
the post members in their adjusted relations,
and also provides a special eye or loop 21 to
receive the fence-wires 25.

Fence-wires 25 may be run through loops
21 of successive posts and secured therein at
such intervals as it is deemed advisable, or
they may be secured at every post. This
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2 562,413

may be done by wrapping an extra piece of
wire around the facing member and twisting
its free ends around the main wire on either
side of said post, or the main line-wire itself
may be passed around the face member at 26
and threaded through loop 21 from the oppo-
site direction to its prolongation and then
carried back at 27 around the front face of
member 3 again, and prolonged or continued
on the next post. This manner of threading
the fence-wire formsan absolutely rigid fence.

The top wire is threaded through eye 8 at
the top of the post, and the next lower wire
is secured through a loop 28, that is hung by
its perforated ends 29, which are bent together
and adjusted over bolt 9, between washer 10
and the face member 8. The bottom wire or
wires are inserted through grooves 30, cut or
molded in the base-anchor 1 behind the face
member 3.

Various changes and substitutions besides
those noted above may be made within the
spirit-and scope of my invention.

‘What I claim is—

1. A fence-post consisting of an upright
extending in the plane of the ferce, and a
strut connected to the upper end of the post
and diverging downward therefrom, in com-
bination with a tie-brace consisting of a piece
of wire havingits ends threaded through open-
ings in the post and crossed upon the oppo-
site side, the terminals of the wire being then
looped to form an eye for the line-wire, then
twisted upon each other until they meet the
strut, the extremities of the wire being
wrapped around the strut and secured, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A fence-post composed of & flat upright
extending in the plane of the fence and a flat
strut member secured thereto, at the top of
said uprightand extending divergently there-
from to the foot or base, said strut being in-
termediately twisted to bring its main por-
tionor length in a plane perpendicular to the
plane of said upright, and transverse braces
or brackets secured to and rigidly joining
said upright and said strut member at inter-

vals corresponding to the fence-wires, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A fence-post composed of a flat upright
extending in the plane of the fence and a flat
strut member secured thereto, at the top of
said uprightand extending divergently there-
from to the foot or base, said strut being in-
termediately twisted to bring its main por-
tion or length in a plane perpendicular to the
plane of said upright, and transverse braces
or brackets secured to and rigidly joining
said upright and said strut member at inter-
vals corresponding to the fence-wires, said
braces or brackets being provided with eyes

-or loops adjacent to the upright to receive
.and secure the said fence-wires, substantially

as described.
4. The combination with a suitable base,
of a fence-post composed of two members se-

cured thereto on opposite parallel sides, said

members being formed of flat bar metal, and

converged and properly bolted together at
‘their upper meeting ends, the forward or face
‘member being flat in the same approximately

vertical plane and provided at intervals with

-perforations arranged in pairs, the rear or
‘strut member being flatwise parallel to the
face member at its upper and lower extremi-
ities and twisted between said extremities to
lie in a plane perpendicular to the plane of
'said face member wire braces threaded

i

.through the respective pairs of perforations

and provided adjacent thereto on the rear of

‘said face member with loops or eyes, and
further formed with a twisted portion adja-
‘cent to the rear of said loop and embracing
rarms extending around the strut member and
‘having their free ends wrapped around the
‘said twisted portions, substantially as de-
‘seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

‘the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN McKEE.
Witnesses:
J. CLYDE McKER,
C. R. SMITH.

50

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85




