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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, OscAR Low,of Chelsea,
in the county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented certain Improvements in
Temporary Letter Binders or Files, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to devices for tempo-
rarily filing and binding letters or other pa-
pers, the purpose of the invention being, in
common with others of its class, to enable one

" or more letters or papers to be removed from
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the file withont necessity of removing those
filed subsequently.
The drawings accompanying this specifica-

tion represent, in Figure 1, an isometric ele- |-

vation, and in Fig. 2 an under side view,'in
1sometr1(,, of the sliding plate which carries

the transfer-wires, and in Fig. 3 a vertical

cross-section of a device embodying my im-
provements.

In these drawings, A represents a flat tab-
let of wood or other snitable material, which
constitutes the base or support of the binder,
and which, in use, may be. deposited upon a
table or desk or hung upon-the wall.

B in the drawings represents a flat shallow
hollow pedestal affixed to the rear part of the
top of the tablet A,-and having erected upon
its front part two upright tubular posts, C G,
such posts being beveled or chamfered at their
upper ends upon the rear side, as shown at a,
in order to readily puncture papers, which may
be pressed down over them, and constituting
the means for temporarily binding together a
mass of letters or papers until the latter are
removed to be permanently bound or filed
away.

The bores b of each puncturing post or wire
C O extend downward through the tablet A,
in. order that a cord may be passed: throngh
the common bore, and indirectly throngh the
file of papers.

D D iy the drawings represent two upright
wires or posts curved or arching at top to-
ward the tops of the posts C C, and with their
extremities adapted to abut against the faces
of the beveled portions @ of the puncturing-
wires C, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
these uprights D D, which I term the  trans-
fer-wires,” being mounted upon- the top of a
plate or carrier, B, which is contained within

(Nomodel.)

the inclosure of the pedestal B, and adapted
to slide in a path toward and away from the
posts C C, slots ¢ ¢ being created in the top of
the pedesml to permit of this sliding move-

ment of the carrier.

A suitable friction may be combined with
the carrier-plate E to hold its uprights in con-
tact with the posts C C under ordinary eir-
camstances, and yet permit such uprights to
be readily pushed away from such posts when
it is desired to remove one or more papersfrom
the file for inspection, or to remove the entire
mass of papers to enable them to be perma-
nently bound.

The friction device shown in the present in-
stance is an arched plate-spring, d, introduced
between the carrier B and the top of the ped-
estal B, and exerting its stress to crowd the
carrier down upon the top of the tablet A ; but
I do not confine myself to this particular form
of spring or means of exerting frietion upon
the carrier, as this feature of the device may
be varied to a wide extent.

The carrier-plate E may be simply a rectan-
gular plate occupying the greater part of the
interior of the pedestal B; but I prefer mak-
ing it as shown in the dra,wmos—that is, of a
bar, ¢, arranged parallel to a lme drawn be-
tween the posts C C, and with the transfer-
wires erected upon it, and having one or more
arms, f, sliding in grooves in the top of the
pedestal to prevent twisting or binding of the
bar e as it is moved toward or away from the
posts C C.

The carrier E in the present instance is ar-
ranged to move in a path parallel to a line
drawn between the posts C C; but it may be
adapted to move diagonally with respect to
such posts, if preferred.

The manner of using this binder is, briefly,
as follows: The transfer-wires and their car-
rier are pushed rearward to the extent of their
movement, thus leaving the posts C C unob-
structed, and the paper or letter to be tempo-
rarily bound is pushed down over the said
posts and upon the top of the pedestal B, the
extremities ¢ of the hooked or arched portions
of the transfer-wires constituting gages,against
which the upper edge of the sheet of paper is
placed as it is pressed down over the posts C
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O, by which means the papers are punctured
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and bound at a uniform distance from: their
upper edges.

When the desired number -of papers have
been, for:the time ‘being, thus pushed down
about the posts C C the wires D D may bere-
turned to place in contact. with such: posts, or
may be left separated from them until the file
is fall.

Should it be desired to examine:any one of
the jpapers in: the file the wires D:D are pushed
forward into ‘contact with the wires C C, and
the papers above the one to be removed are
raised: and turned over upon and: about the
wires D D, thus transferring from the posts
C © to the said wires D D all papers filed sub-
sequently to:the one sought, thusenabling the
latter to be readily removed alone.

‘When the paperisthus inspected or perma-
nently detached those upon the transfer-wires
are to bereturned to place upon the posts € C.
A cord is then passed throungh the hole ¢’ in
the table A and the bore of each post C,; and
as the mass of papers are removed from the
posts the cord is removed with: them, and
serves, after being properly tied, to bind the
papers together: in - the order in which they
were filed.

I.do not claim, broadly,a temporary binder
in which stationary upright: tubular punctur-
ing-wires are combined with curved transfer-
wires which slide to and from the puncturing-
wires. .

My invention consists in the construction
and arrangement hereinbefore  described of
the parts of the binder, whereby the transfer-
wire- carrying :frame is arranged within and
back of or below the pedestal,:so as to leave
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the outer face of the: same entirely free and:

unobstructed.: Therefore,

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— :

The tablet, the hollow pedestal, and the
tubular upright: puncturing posts:or wires at-
tached to said :pedestal, in combination with
the sliding carrying plate or frame contained
and arranged to move in the inclosed recess or
space between the tablet and the pedestal, and
provided with curved transfer-wires ' projeet-
ing through slotsinthe pedestal,substantially
as hereinbefore set forth. '

OSCAR: LOW.

Witnesses:
H. E. LoDGE,
F. CURTIR.
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