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The present invention relates to racks and one
object thereof is to provide a rack which is espe-
cially designed for use in a cleaning or tailoring
establishment and serves as a convenient medium
or instrumentality for storing and transporting
wire variety, hook-equipped clothes hangers.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
rack of the aforementioned type which is adapted
when used for storing hangers to hold the hangers
in a horizontal position and one on top of the
others and comprises a base frame and an inverted
U-shaped hanger retaining standard on the base
frame. -

Another object of the invention is to provide
a rack of the last mentioned character in which
the side pieces of the standard are adapted to
receive and fit within the side corner portions of
the hangers and are so spaced apart that when
the hangers are mounted on the standard they
serve to hold the hangers in registry with one
another, i. e., in vertical alignment.

Another cbject of the invention is to provide
a rack of the type and character under con-
sideration in which the central portion of the
crosspiece of the standard serves as, and forms,
a handle whereby the rack, together with the
hangers thereon, may be carried or transported
from place to place and the end portions of the
crosspiece of the standard sicpe downwards and
serve to guide and align the hangers on the side
piece as they are successively mounted on the
standard.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a clothes hanger rack of the aforementioned
character in which the standard is formed of
comparatively heavy, stiff wire and the lower ends

. of the side pisces of the standard are bent ont-
wards at right angles to form supports for the
side corner portions of the hangers that are
mounted on the standard.

A still further object of the invention is to
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provide a clothes hanger rack which is simple in -

design, effectively and efficiently fulfills its in-
tended purpose and may be produced at an ex-
ceedingly low cost.

Other obiects of the invention and the various
advantaces and charseteristics of the present
clothes hanger rack will ba apnarent from » con-
sideration of the following detailed descrintion.

The invention consists in the several novel fea-
tures which are hereinafter set forth and are
more particularly defined by the claim at the
corelusion hereof.

In the drawing which accombanies and forms
part of this specification or disclosure and in
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which like numerals of reference denote corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views:

Figure 1 is a perspective showing a rack em-
bodying the invention with clothes hangers
mounted thereon;

Figure 2 is a perspective of the rack without
clothes hangers; and

Tigure 3 is a perspective showing the manner
in which the rack when tilted or tipped on its
side may be manipulated so as to cause the
hangers to be suspended from a horizontally ex-
tending clothes hanger rod.

The rack which is shown in the drawing con-
stitutes the preferred form or embodiment of the
invention. It is designed and adapted for use
in a commercial cleaning or tailoring establish-
ment and, as hereinafter described more in de-
tail, serves as a medium for storing and trans-
porting wire varisty clothes hangers 4. The
clothes hangers are illustrated in the drawing
as being of conventional or standard construction
and comprising normally horizontal bottom
pieces, upwardly and inwardly inclined top
pieces and hooks at the upper inner ends of the
top pieces. The outer ends of the top pieces are
connected to, and formed integrally with, the
ends of the bottom pieces and define therewith
side corner portions.

The rack is essentially a portable unit and con-
sists of o base frame 5 and an inverted U-shaped
standard 6.

The base frame 8 is fiat to the end that it may
be placed on a tahle in the establishment in which
the rack is used or on the floor of the establish-
ment. Tt is formed of comparatively heavy, stiff
wire and, as shown in the drawing, is diamond
shaped. The ends of the wire of which the base
frame 5 is formed are welded together as ab T.
The distance hetween each obtuse angled corner
of the base frame and the center of the hase
frame is slightly less than the height of the
hangers. As shown in the drawing, the parts of
the frame that are gdisposed on opposite sides of
each obtuse angled corner are straight and are
disposed at substantially the same ohtuse angle
as the top pieces of the hangers 4. All four
corners of the base frame are curved so as to
avoid sharp points. Preferably, the wire which
is used to form the base frame is of such gauge
that the base frame is rigid or stiff.

The U-shaped standard 6 is connected to, and
projects upwards from the base frame and con-
sists of a pair of laterally spaced side pieces 8
and a crosspiece 8. It is formed of compara-
tively heavy, stiff wire of the same gauge as the
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wire of which the base frame 5 is formed. The
side pieces 6 of the standard normally extend
vertically. and are arranged in parallel relation.
They are adapted to receive and fit within the
side corner portions of the hangers 4, as shown
in Figures 1 and 3 and are spaced apart a dis-
tance slightly less than the length or horizontal
dimension of the hangers to the end that when
the hangers are mounted on the standard they
are maintained by the side pieces in registry with
one another. The lower ends of the side pieces 6
of the inverted U-shaped standard are hent out-
wards at right angles and form normally hori-
zontal supports (8 for the side corner portions of
the hangers that are mounted on the standard.

The outer ends of the supports {9 overlie and are -

welded to the acute angled corners of the dia-
mond shaped base frame 5 and as a result the
standard extends diagonally with respect to the
base frame. It is contemplated that when the
hangers 4 are mounted on the standard they will
be positioned so that-the hooks thereof face or
project in cne direction. When the hangers are
so mounted on the stgndard the hooks thereof
overlie and are supported by the subjacent ob-
tuse angled corner of the base frame.  Such
corner, together with the outwardly extending
supports {8 at the lower ends of the side pieces 8
of the inverted U-shapsed standard 9, constitutes

a three point support for the hangers while the

latter are in place on the standard. The cross-
piece ¢ of the standard extends between and is
formed integrally with the upper ends of the side
pieces 8.  The central portion of the crosspiece
8 is straight and serves as & handle whereby the
rack as a whole, together with the hangers there-
on, may be conveniently transported from place
to place. The end portions of the crosspiece 9
are curved outwards and downwards in order
that they operate to guide the side corner por-
tions of the hangers around the side pieces of the
standard in connection with successive mounting
of the hangers on the standard.

When it is desired to mount a hanger on the
rack the hanger is held horizontally and is
manipulated into a position wherein the side
corner portions thereof overlie the vertically ex-
tending side pieces 8 of the standard. After so
positioning the hanger the latter is released.
Upon release the hanger falls downwards around
the standard until it is supported by the sup-
ports 10 and the subjacent obtuse angled corner
of the base frame. In connection with drop-
ping of the hanger onto the standard the out-
wardly curved end portions of the standarg cross-
piece § serve to guide the side corner portions of
the hanger around the side pieces 8§ of the stand-
ard. Because of the spacing of the standard
side pieces, the hangers, after being mounted on
the standard, are maintained in vertical align-
ment and one on top of the other, as heretofore
stated. If it is desired to suspend the hangers
from a horizontally extending clothes hanger rod,
such, for example, as the rod {1 of Figure 3, the
rack is tilted or iipped on its side and is then
manipulated so as to bring the hooks of the
hangers into hooked relation with the rod (see
Figure 3). Affer the hangers are suspended
from the rod the rack is removed by sliding it
herizontally in the direction of the base frame.
Such sliding movement results in the standard
becoming disengaged from the hangers.
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The herein described rack is essentially simple
in design and may be produced at an extremely
low cost. It may be transported from place to
place with facility and, due to its design and con-
strugtion, fulfills its intended purpose in an eff-
cient. manner.

The invention is not to be understood as re-
stricted to the details set forth since these may
be medified within the scope of the appended
claim without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention.

Having thus described the invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

As a new article of manufacture, & portable
rack designed and adapted to store and transport
in a flatwise position and one on top of the other
a plurality of similar conventional vwire variety
clothes hangers of the type that consists of g nor-
mally horizontal bottom piece and a pair of up-
wardly and inwardly inclined top pisces having
the outer ends thereof conneeted by curved cor-
ner portions to the ends of the bottem piece and
their inner ends connected together and shaped
to farm a hook, 8aid rack comprising a flat, truly
diamond shaped bhase frame formed of stif
round wire and having the acute angled corners
thereof spaced apart a slightly greater distance
then the distance bstween the curved corner
portions of the hasngers and the parts ti
that are disposad on cpposite sides o
angled corner straight and disposed at subsian-
tially the same obbuse angle as the top pieces of
the hangers, and an inverted U-shaped standard
formed of sHff round wirs, adapted to hava the
hangers stacked therearound and consisting of a
pair of side pieces spaced laterally apart a sufi-
cient distance loosely to receive and fit within the
curved corner portions of the hangers and having
the lower ends thereof bent outwards at rizht
angles, connected fizedly to said acute angied
corners of the baese frame and forming supports
for said curved corner portions of the hangers,
and a crosspiece extending between, and con-
nected to, the uprer ends of the side pizees
having the central portion thareof of mater
less length than the distance between the side
pieces of the standard and shaped to forim a han-
die for carrying the rack from pisce to place and
its end portions sloping gradually dowawards and
outwards so that they form comparatively large
substantially quarter round members that scrve
to guide the corner portions of the hangers
arcund the side. pieces during mouating of the
hangers on the standard, the obtuse angled cor-
ners of the base frame being spaced from the
center of the frame a distance slightly iess than
the height of the hangers and adanted sclectively
to support the hooks of the hangers.

ARTHUR FRIEDMAN.
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