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Our invention relates to shoulder Strap dress 
hooks and certain objects of the invention are to 
provide a device of this character comprising a 
thin metal Spring plate portion adapted to be 
Secured to the underside of the shoulder portion 
of a dress, and also comprising a long Smooth 
depending tongue portion disposed close to the 
Spring plate and directed toward the neck open 
ing of the dress and adapted to retain the shoul 
der Strap of the Under garment in place and 
prevent same from slipping down over the shoul 
der of the wearer or from being exposed to view. 
Further objects are to provide a shoulder strap 
dress hook of minimum bulk, which Will not rub 
Or blennish the skin of the Wearer, which Will re 
tain undergarment shoulder straps of different 
Widths in place, which permits easy insertion and 
removal of shoulder straps, and which may be 
Iihanufactured at comparatively Small cost. 
With the above and other objects in view which 

Will appear as the description proceeds, the in 
vention consists of the novel construction, adap 
tation, combination and arrangement of pairts 
hereinafter described and claimed. These ob 
jects are accomplished by the device illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing; wherein: Figure 
is a view in elevation showing the spring plate 
portion of the device connected to the underSide 
of the shoulder portion of a dress and the shoul 
der Strap of an undergarment caught on its 
tongue portion; Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail view 
in elevation showing the same; and Fig. 3 is a de 
tail view in bottom plan of the device. 

Referring in detail to the drawing throughout 
which like reference numerals indicate like 
parts, the numeral 5 designates the shoulder por 
tion of a dreSS and the numeral 6 designates the 
shoulder strap of an undergarment. Specifically 
the invention comprises a thin flat spring metal 
plate portion 7 which is contracted and bent 
upon itself at 8 to form a comparatively long 
tongue portion 9. Said tongue is preferably, 
though not necessarily, round in cross Section 
and is considerably thicker than the thin plate 
portion. This tongue portion extends back upon 
the thin plate a greater part of the length there 
of and is spaced therefrom leaving a long opening 

therebetween wherein the under garment 
shoulder strap 6 is retained as hereinafter more 
fully set forth. The end portion of said tongue 
normally touches, or nearly touches, the plate 
portion at and its extreme end is beveled or 
otherwise deflected away from the plate portion 
at 2 so that the under garment shoulder strap 
may be readily inserted therein as will be under 

(C. 24-73) 
stood. Two pairs of holes f3 and f4 respectively 
are provided through the plate portion. Whereby 
the device may be stitched to the shoulder por 
tion of a dress. 
The device is secured to the shoulder portion 5 

of a dress by placing the plate portion 7 against 
the underside of said dress shoulder portion. With 
the tongue 9 in a depending position and always 
directed inwardly or pointing toward the neck 
opening or collar of a dress, it being understood 
that two of the devices are used for each dress and 
one is S2cured to each shoulder thereof. After 
said plate portion is properly positioned several 
stitches are taken with a needle and thread 
through one pair of holes and several like Stitches 
is taken through the other pair of holes thus Se 
curing the device to the dress. It is important 
that the two pair of holes 3 shall be somewhat 
removed from the end 2 of the tongue so that 
the stitches will not obstruct or interfere With 
passing the shoulder strap 6 between the plate 
and tongue 9 at this point, and it is important 

that the pair of holes 4 shall be placed at the 
central portion of the Spring plate 7 SO that the 
plate may be sprung away from the dreSS When 
the tongue 9 is pulled downwardly. While We 
have described Stitching as the means for Secur 
ing the device to a dress, it will be understood 
that other desirable and Suitable means may be 
used. 
The objects in making the plate portion 7 serve 

as the Spring member instead of the tongue 9 are 
that said tongue member may be made heavier 
Whereby it. Will remain in a Somewhat fixed rela 
tive position for inserting the under garment 
shoulder strap, and same may also be rounded 
and shaped in Such manner that it will not rub 
Or blennish the skin of the wearer. Said tongue 
is disposed close to the plate in order to reduce 
the bulk of the device to a minimum, and is made 
long so that under garment shoulder straps of 
different widths may be held in the opening 9. 
When inserting the shoulder straps in said open 
ing the finger or thumb nail may be used for 
slightly prying the tongue and spring plate apart 
if necessary. When caught between said plate 
and tongue an under garment shoulder strap 
will be securely held and prevented from slipping 
down. Over the shoulder of the Wearer or from 
slipping from under the shoulder dress portion : 
and being eXposed to view. The devices may, of 
COurse, be used on dresses. With or without sleeves 
and are made of metal Which does not tarnish. 

Having thus described our invention, it being 
understood that minor changes may be resorted 
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to in its design and construction without depart 
ing from the scope and Spirit of the invention, 
What We claim and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is:- 

1. A shoulder strap dress hook comprising a 
thin metal spring plate portion, a long inflexible 
tongue portion that is somewhat thicker than 
the plate in cross Section extending Substantially 
parallel with the plate and forming an opening 
therewith, the end portion of the tongue Sub 
stantially touching the plate, the end of said 
tongue beveled and curved away from the plate 
and Said tongue integrally connected to the metal 
Spring plate. 

2. A shoulder strap dress hook comprising a 

1,998,160 
thin spring plate portion, a thick inflexible tongue 
portion extending substantially parallel with the 
plate along the greater length thereof with its 
end portion approximately touching the plate 
and falling short of the free end of said plate, 
and fastening means at the outer and central por 
tions of the Spring plate whereby they are re 
moved from the end of the tongue and whereby 
the portion of the plate between the central fas 
tening means and the tongue is free to function 
as a Spring and Said tongue portion integrally 
connected to the thin spring plate. 

MICHAEL H. KEILHAMER. 
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