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This invention relates to drinking cups, and
with regard to certain more specific features, to
metal drinking cups, particularly for young chil-
dren.

"~ Among the several objects of the invention may
be noted the provision of a drinking cup, particu-
larly for young children, adapted quickly to train
them to drink from cups in general; the provision
of a cup of the class described which may be
easily handled by such children; the provision of
a cup of this class which can be thoroughly ster-
ilized; and the provision of parts therefor which
may be easily manufactured. Other objects will
be in part apparent and in part pointed out here-
inafter.

The invention accordingly comprises the ele-
ments and combinations of elements, features of
construction, and arrangements of parts which
will be exemplified in the structures hereinafter
described, and the scope of the application of
which will be indicated in the following claim.

In the accompanying drawings, in which one
of various possible embodiments of the invention
is illustrated,

Fig. 1 is an exploded view showing two parts of
the cup about to be assembled; and

Fig. 2 is a vertical section showing the com-
pleted cup.

Similar reference characters indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views of
the drawings.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ings, numeral { shows an upper container in the
form of an inverted-dome-like basin 3 from which
extends an integral lower inverted-dome-like bulb
or pocket 5 and around the rim of which is a
smoothly outwardly flaring encircling integral,
turned-down, open lip 1. The cross-section of
this lip is substantially semi-circular, making the
lip semi-toroidal in its complete shape. The con-
tours of the basin 3 and bulb 5 are smooth, the
horizontal diameter of the bulb being in general
smaller than the horizontal diameter of the basin.
This provides for the liquid-confaining parts
& shape without a crease, as indicated by the ar-
row 9.

At numeral {1 is shown a base formed with an
annular inwardly open bead 13 and a lower
bulged toroidal part {5. This provides a curva-
ture 7. Thus when the parts are assembled
(Fig. 2), curve 9 is connected with curve (1 by the
re-entrant curve (9. By this means a desired
artistic hour-glass exterior curvature may be ob-
tained in the assembled device without the re-
quirement of complicated manufacturing opera-
tions for either part | or il and, what is also im-
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portant for ease of cleaning and sterilizing, with~
out a crease in the inside of the container part {.

The inner surface of the bulb, basin and lip pre-

sent a smooth unbroken and sanitary surface. It

is preferable that the material of which the parts

I and i1 are composed be metal, such as for ex-

ample, copper, stainless steel or the like. If de-

sired,. the metal may finally be suitably plated,
but in the case of some metals such as stainless

steel, final plating is not necessary.

The lower end of part {1 is preferably left open,
The upper-opening 23 of the
base {1 is of such 3 size as to accept the bulb 5
with a strong clutching or wedging fit when the
parts are assembled in a suitable press. The
bead functions as a restraining band to mainta:n
the desired hold.

The bead {3 may further be held to the bulb 5
by means of solder 25, or the like. 'This may be
introduced through the opening 21 upon turning
over the pressed-together assembly. This provi-
sion of the open bottom 21 in the base {5 allows
for the introduction of attaching material 25 into
the bead {3 without spoiling the appearance of
the outside of the container i above the bead 13.

The parts may be made by drawing, spinning
or the like, their shapes being conducive to oper-
ations easily carried out along such lines.

The resulting cup is easy to keep sterile be-
cause the continuous smooth inside of the con-
tainer | is not conducive to inaccessible lodg-
ment of septic material. Since the hollow bulb
§ is smaller in diameter than the basin 8 and in-
volves no crease, it is quite easy to wive out and
dry the cup during sterilization and cleaning.

The lip T has its edge turned down but is not
rolled under, as indicated at 27. 'This has the
effect of preventing very young children from at-
tempting very long to suck improperly on the edge
of the cup, thus teaching them early properly to
drink from any cup. During this stage of learn-
ing they can and do engage the turned-down open
lip 7 with their gums or teeth forming an effective
attachment to the cup independent of sucking,
which they therefore soon give up.

The elevated false bottom provided by the bulb
5 in the assembled condition tends to elevate the
center of gravity of thz2 cup when filled or partial-
ly filled. Thus when a child grips the constrieted
portion in the region of the bead i3, the cup may
more readily be tilted in bringing it to the mouth.
Thus the cup handles very easily.

In view of the above, it will be seen that the
several objects of the invention are achieved and
other advantageous results attained.

As many changes could be made in the above
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constructions without departing from the scope
of the invention, it is intended that all matter
contained in the above description or shown in
the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

I claim: . .

A child’s drinking cup eomprising an upper in-
verted-dome-like basin, an upper integral turned-
down open lip forming an upper flared rim of
semi-toroidal shape completely surrounding said
basin, a surface forming a relatively smaller in-

verted-dome-like bulb extending downward from.
said basin, no succeeding lower diameter through- -

out the basin and bulb being larger than any

above, the lip, basin and bulb presenting a smooth 1

gradually curving and sanitary surface, said lip
forming a part adapted to be gripped by the gums
or teeth of a child, and a hollow base of exterior
toroidal . form extending downward from said
bulb, the basin, bulk and lip comprising an. in-
tegral thin-walled structure, and the toroidal
base comprising another thin-walled structure
which has an opening in the bottom and a beaded
opening in the top, the beaded opening being

adapted to form an annular attachment with the.

exterior of said bulb.
KARIL, A. DINGELDEIN.
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